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WHILE council leaders across Cheshire and Warrington have

moved to reassure local rural communities that “

“no one will be

left behind by devolution”, | am still yet to be convinced it will
be the best deal for Warrington.

In my opinion litle canvassing
has been done locally to gauge
public opinion and the word on the
street, from what | can see, is that
many members of the public are
opposed fo it, seeing it as another
level of bureaucracy.

Add to that the political
landscape at the moment, you
could toss a coin on who would
become an elected Mayor. Imagine
our labour-controlled  authority
being answerable to an elected
Mayor from an opposition parr?/.

It hardly conjures up a place
of harmony and
financial spending.

Add to that the current state
of our town’s finances and an
uncertain future with Government
envoys overseeing future spending,
there is far too much uncertainty
about what the future holds.

Thankfully the proposed Mayoral
elections have now been pushed
back 12 months and won’t happen
before May 2027, by which time
we might have a clearer picture
on the political landscape and the
town'’s finances.

In the meantime, | would
encourage those in the corridors
of power to fully engage with local
residents to find out what people
really think and want, instead of
relying on PR positive spin stories

agreement on

on the benefits of devolution.

It is currently a very one-sided
argument.

gh1e fears of the rural communities
came in response fo a government-
led consultation that took place
earlier this year which showed that
some rural communities in Cheshire
and Warrington have concerns
that a devolufion agreement would
focus on urban or high-population
areas.

Some respondents expressed
worry that a Mayoral Combined
Authority might not understand
or prioritise the needs of rural
communities and businesses in
Cheshire and Warrington.

Others felt that  local rural

communities were not prioritised
under existing structures, with
people also expressing concerns
that market towns and rural areas
could be disadvantaged compared
to larger towns and cities.

In response to these concerns,
Cheshire and Warrington’s leaders
have made clear that they are
collectively determined to ensure
that the benefits of devolution are
felt by all communities across the
area.

Well if that is the case, please
ensure meaningful dialogue takes
place with your local electorate,
the people who will be given the
task of voting for an elected Mayor.

22 Therapists under one roof

Reflexology - Acupuncture - Counselling .
Hypnotherapy - Massage - Osteopathy
Aromatherapy - Podiatry - Nutrition
Herbal Medicine - Bowen Technique
EFT - MLD - Injury Rehabilitation
Endermologie - Indian Head Massage

www.cheshirenaturalhealth.co.uk

CHESHIRE

Natural
Health

01925
730123

Beehive House,
Tarporley Road,
Stretton

PRIESTLEY

¢ ¢ ¢ COLLEGE * ¢ ¢

WARRINGTON

More Choic

Not only does Priestley College offer the widest range of
courses locally - including A-Levels, Vocational options and
T-Levels - but also offers a variety of enrichment activities and

specialisms.

These opportunities enrich the college experience and

enhance a student's university application or CV.

These are just some of the options that are available:

High Achievers’ Programme

Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary (MDV) Programme

Languages for Business
Elite Sport+ (TASS)
NHS Cadet Programme

Oxygen (Dance Rambert Grades)

For more
information
scan here
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Exciting new chapter for Belvoir
Warrington under new leadership

AFTER 17 years of dedicated service by founders Gary and

Amanda

emberton, Belvoir

Warrington has entered an

exciting new chapter under the leadership of local property

professional Lauren Hughes.

With five years’ experience in
sales and leftings at a neighbouring
branch, Lauren brings boﬁ\ industry
expertise and deep local knowledge
to the role. As a Warrington
native, she is well-acquainted with
the community and surroundin
areas—insight that she says wiﬂ
be invqluob?e in continuing fo build
strong relationships with ?cmd|ords
and fenants alike.

“This is a fantastic opportunity to
grow a respected franchise that's
already built on solid foundations,”
she shared. “The property industry
is everchanging, and now more
than ever, it's important we support
landlords in navigating evolving
legislation, such as the upcoming
Renter’s Reform Bill.”

In just her first month at Belvoir,
Lauren has hit the ground running,
describing it as the busiest she
has ever been. Her focus is on
equipping her team to meet future
challenges head-on, maintainin
Belvoir's reputation for truste
guidance and service.

“ team’s commitment,
know?cledge and passion are key
to helping landlords adapt and
thrive. We're not just here to let
properties—we're here to educate,
protect and grow together.”

Lauren’s ambition is to challenge

established market leaders in the
sales sector and position herself as
Warrington’s leading estate agent
of choice.

After nearly two decades at
the helm of Belvoir Warrington,
longstanding owners Amanda and
Gary have officially transferred
ownership of the business to Lauren.

In a strategic share sale,
all existing contracts, banking
arrangements, and  operational
structures remain unchanged. The
transition marks a new chapter for
the agency, with Lauren stepping
into the leadership role—bringing a
vibrant mix of energy, experience,
and a growth-driven mindset.

Gary said: “Amanda and |
have had the privilege of building
and growing Belvoir Warrington
for the past 17 years. It's been an
incredible journey.

“We're excited to see Lauren
continue our legacy and take the
business to new heights, supported
by our exceptional team.”

The move reflects a seamless
handover, ensuring stability for
clients and staff while ushering
in a fresh era of innovation and
development for the Warrington-
based property business.
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AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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OWENBOWEBARS.CO.UK

18+ | PREBOOKED OMLY | T's & C's APPLY

Cairo Street | Warrington | WA1 1EH

www.thetankwal.co.uk

Vehicle

Adaptations Towing and

Leisure

Parking Solutions Controls

SUPPLIED AND FITTED AT YOUR
HOME OR OUR WORKSHOP

School Lane, Hollins Green, Warrington, WA3 6LJ

01925 640 730

office@basnw.co.uk www.basnw.co.uk
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CHESHIRE
GOLD
XCHANGE

G

SELL YOUR GOLD & SILVER TODAY!

ITEMS WE BUY:
- Jewellery

- Bullion

- Coins

- Silverware

- Pocket Watches
- Watches

- Asian Gold

Q visIT us:

3 London Road
Stockton Heath
Warrington

7>
SELL IN-STORE & —

ONLINE /  CHESHIREGOLDXCHANGE.CO.UK

01925 387 107

® Skilled and Friendly
Technicians
® PC and Laptop Support
® Home Visit
or Remote Dial-in
® Antivirus/Malware Check
@® Unlimited Support Time
® Equipment Supplied:
Laptops, PCs, Printers
& Bespoke Builds

QHpIre

Call our Team: 01925 251143

sales@aspire-computers.com Www.aspire-computers.com

AFTER 45 years of dedlcated service, mcludmg four terms as
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Community champion
stands

s down

President ‘at Warrington Lions, community champion Tony

Gandy has stood down.

Tony, who is also well known as
Father Christmas on the Lions’ annual
float, announced earlier in the year
that he wished fo stand down ‘and
en|oFy some much-needed time with
his family, and spend time with his
only Grandson Joe, who is currently
p|aK|n% rugby for Wigan Warriors.

t his recent farewell meeting,
fellow Lions told many stories of his
time as a Lion, from being Santa
for 40 years out in all kinds of
weather, to being famous on YouTube
shouting, “Sorry can't stop the clutch
has gone!”

One of his proudest achievements
was one of the biggest donations to
date from Warrington Lions and that
was a specialist bath for patients at
Warrington Hospital.

Tony would like to express his

thanks and how grateful he is to the
people who have supported him from
all across the town, helping him fo
achieve great 'rhmgs

Tony has now handed over the
reins to the newly elected president
Carol Kilgannon. Carol has over 20

ears of community service under
er belt and is being joined by
new Treasurer Pam Queeney and
Secretary Christine McDermott, who
also have many years of community
commitment.

Tony has offered support where
he can to the new president and also
offered to do one last year as Santal

Carol said: “From all at Warrington
Lions, we wish Tony all the best for
the future ond we ask him not to be
a stranger.”

VISIT PRIMROSE THIS OCTOBER TO PICK
YOUR OWN HOME GROWN PUMPKINS

OPEN EVERY DA’Y FROM 157 OCTOBER TO 3157 OCTOBER IOAM 4PM 2
' EXTRA ACTIV]TIES ON WEEKENDS AND HALF TERM : _' * i

E 'S

Est. 1935 1086

Warrmgton Road, High Legh Chashirs wmaoso maes 752635 o @

BIGGER PUMPKIN PATCH HALLOWEEN TRAIL CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT ’ g
s CARVE AND PAINT YOUR PUMPKINS IN THE TIPIS -
PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES CAFB TOILETS AND C.AR PARK

PRIMROSE HILL

N U: _R;I._S“E_ R
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SHOP LOCAL - SUPPORT LOCAL

Elite hairdressing studio Revolutionary

07 585b§07§57 Estate Agents
@anubis_hair Sales & Lettings
01925 987085

www.real5estates.com

Boutique
Luxury eyewear at Ladies Wear
competitive prices @frockoffboutique

NHS customers welcome
01925 232918
sales@bgoptics.co.uk

o |

: . Co-Working Spaces
Authentic Thai food and Meetings Rooms
Dine in, Takeaway & available from £15 a day

Delivery To book visit
07936 935949 www.thehivewal.com

> ; select the co-workin
Ay @ktwarrmgt.on offices tab and I’)ressg
4 X *‘if. www.krapowthai.co.uk “book now
g Py -

55 BUSINESSES UNDER ONE ROOF!

27-31 Sankey Street, Warrington, WA1 1XG www.thehivewai.com
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Hundreds sign petition opposing plan for
biogas plant on Green Belt land

HUNDREDS of people have signed a petition opposin

controversial
at Winwick, Warrington.

The development would be used
to deal with waste food imported
from outside of Warrington on land
just 250 metres from new homes

eing built in the village.

Local ClIr Stuart Mann Borough
Clir for Burtonwood and Winwick
said: “It is extremely disappointing
that the Severn Trent Biogas

lanning application has come
orwcrdg.

“Should this industrial
development on the Green Belt and
prime agricultural land be allowed
it wouldie devastating for not only
the residents of Winwick but Croft,
Culcheth and Glazebury too.

“Being situated less than 250
metres from people’s homes and
the new Bellway development, St
Oswald’s Close, which | am sure
will raise serious concerns for
Erospecfive homeowners, cannot

e justified in any way particularly
as this site would NOT be for the
collection of residential food waste
in  Warrington but from other
boroughs imported by hundreds of
polluting HGVs weekly, completel
negating any argument that suc
a site supports the wider ‘Green

genda.’

“I take heart that my concerns
are shared by ALL FIVE Borough
Clirs and three Parish Councils in

lans to create a biogas plant on green belt lan

North Warrington and would like
to publicly thank them for their
support.

No matter of our political
differences our community  will
always come first and we are united
in our opposition to something that
will affect every man woman and
child in our wards.

“l make no apology for asking
everyone who opposes this
development to visit the resource

pcl%e on Winwick Parish Council’s
website to understand more about
how to object and to submit those
objections to WBC.

||:or more details visit https://
winwickparishcouncil.org.uk

biol_?czs
e added: “Finally, please also
sign the petition at the followin
link BUT REMEMBER you still neeg
to also object too. Do both not just
one.”
https://www.change.org/
StopTheBiogasPlantWinwick
Local councillors have also called
for a Scheduled Ancient Monument

to be protected, arguing that the
site’s  national  archaeological
importance  makes it wholly
unsuitable for development.

The land in question has
been officially designated as a
Scheduled  Ancient”  Monument
due to its national significance —
putting it on the same legal footing
as iconic sites such as Stonehenge,
Hadrian’s Wall and the Tower of
London.

Unlike listed buildings, which are
graded according to importance,
all  Scheduled Monuments are

recognised as nationally significant.

WARRINGTO,

ONE TOWN ONE CLUB ONE TEAM

f wolvesfoundation

Registered
warringtonwolvesfoundation mwarrington-woIves-community-foundation FUND

www.warringtonwolvesfoundation.com

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF COMMUNITY

Registered Charity 1110734
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Spotlight on Local Business

Market turns five in Time Sciuare and
celebrates over 770 years of local history

visit www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk for daily news and sport updates 7

Warrington Market is marking five years in its Time Square
home, while also celebrating more than 770 years since it first
began trading in the town.

The market's roots go back  energy and made us a central part

to 1255, when a royal charter

of the town again.

attracted over 2.4 million visits,
with the market remaining a major
draw.”

The market is owned and
operated by Warrington Borough

weekends and cultural celebrations.
Recent activities have ranged from
Lunar New Year performances to
community workshops and family-

friendly trails.

ClIr Patel added: “We're always
looking at how we can keep things
moving forward. That could be
through new traders, fresh events or
making improvements to the space.
The market continues to adapt and
play its part in the future of the town
centre.”

Council. As well as being a
commercial space, it plays a wider
role in supporting business growth,
creating jobs and encouraging
people to spend time in the town
centre.
It also runs a regular programme
events, including seasonal
markets, craft  fairs, themed

“Today, the market is home
to more than 50 independent
businesses, along  with  the
Cookhouse food ~court, which
includes 14 street food-style outlets.
It offers a mix of services, from
groceries and tailoring to tech
support, hair and beauty, gifts  of

was granted to Sir William Fitz
Almeric le Boteler, the 7th Baron
of Warrington. It allowed a weekly
Wednesday market and a three-
day annual fair, establishing
Warrington as a place of trade,
exchange and gathering that has
continued for centuries.

The current market buildin
opened in Julg 2020 as part o

o

and global cuisine. In 2023, we

Warrington rough  Council’s : P

£142 d million Tgi]me Square _I N {J T
development. It brought the market = G, . . N LA S [
info a new, purpose-built space <. R s Iy i S Sl B &
in the heart of the town centre. E 3 '

Opening during the Covid-19
andemic meant a difficult start,
ut five years on, the market has

become ~ one of Warrington’s

busiest destinations.

Cllr  Hitesh Patel, Cabinet
Member for Economy, Growth and
Quality Work said: “To be part
of something that's lasted more
than 770 vyears is pretty special.
Our traders, both new and long-
standing, have helped shape the
market into a_place people visit
every week. The move to Time
Square has brought a lot of new

Charlotte Nichols MP
Warrington North

“I hold regular constituency advice surgeries.
If you are a Warrington North resident who
needs help or support, please contact my office
to book an appointment.”
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Chambers

Fletcher
Solicitors

Divorce Column

By Peter Wilkinson
Divorce Lawyer at Chambers Fletcher Solicitors

Understanding Schedule 1 Children Act 1989

What is Schedule 1?7 When parents separate it's important
fo make sure that any children of the family are properly
supported, financially as well as emotionally, and this is where
Schedule 1 may, in some situations, be of help. It's probably
fair fo say that most, if not all, parents are aware of the Child
Maintenance Service (CMS) but in my experience many
parents are unaware of Schedule 1 of the Children Act.
However, sometimes the CMS isn't enough fo meet a child’s
particular needs and this is where Schedule 1 Children Act
1989 could come intfo its own.

While Schedule 1 is not limited to unmarried parents it is most
frequently used in situations involving parents who are not
married or not in a civil partnership.This is because unmarried
couples who separate don't have the same automatic
financial rights as divorcing couples. In short, Schedule 1
allows one parent to apply to the family court for an order for
financial support for a child from the other parent and can be
especially useful where some specific or additional financial
provision beyond the scope of the CMS may be needed.

Under Schedule 1 various types of court orders can be made
such as lump sum payments (one-off payments), periodical
payments (re%ulor payments for maintenance - perhaps
where the CMS doesn’t apply or perhaps in addition to CMS
support), secured periodical payments (where payments are
secured against assets) and if needed the transfer of property
for the benefit of the child fo meet their housing needs.

When considering whether to make a Schedule 1 order,
and if so what order to make, the court would look atf the
full circumstances of both parents and the child, including
income, assets and needs, including any health or disability
needs and also future education plans if relevant.

Forexpert advice and assistance regarding divorce, separation
and related matters please get in touch - we have a great
deal of experience advising, guiding and supporting clients in
all aspects of family law.

Family Law & Divorce
Residential Property
Commercial Property
Wills, Trusts & Probate

Peter Wilkinson

01925 359005

www.chambersfletcher.co.uk

Stephen Worrall

Cambridge House, Suite 4, 16 Walton Road,

Stockton Heath, Warrington, WA4 6NL

PEACE campaigners Colin and Wendy Parr

September 2025

Peace campaigners
awarded honorary degrees

have been

awarded honorary degrees by the University of Liverpool.

Following the tragic loss of their
son Tim in the 1983 Warrington
IRA bombing alonside three-year-
old Johnathan Ball, the couple
established the Tim Parry Johnathan
Ball Peace Foundation in 2000. The
Foundation works to support youn
people, victims of terrorism, an
communities affected by conflict.

Colin and Wendy received the
Honorary Doctor of \(ows (Hon LLD
in recognition of their continue
dedication to peacebuilding and
community support.

On receiving the award, Colin
said: “We're ~ deeply honoured
to receive this honorary degree.
Having been born and raised
in Liverpool, it means a great
deal to be recognised by such a
respected institution in a city that
holds a special place in my heart.
This award is not just a personal
milestone, but a reflection of the
work Wendy and | have done
through the Tim Parry Johnathan
Ball Peace Foundation.”

They join a group of distinguished

individuals from the fields of culture,
health, science, and research who
have been recognised by the
University of Liverpool.

Professor Tim Jones, Vice-
Chancellor of the University, said:
“I am delighted to celebrate and
welcome our honorary graduates
info the Universig/ of Liverpool
community—individuals whose
remarkable  achievements  and
meaningful connections to the
University serve as a source of
inspiration for us all.

“As students and their families
gather to honour years of hard work
and commitment, our honorary
graduates not only receive formal
recognition for their contributions
but also share their journeys,
offering wisdom, encouragement,
and invaluable insights.  These
stories help guide our graduands
as they prepare to take their next
steps, reminding them of the many
paths fo success and the impact
they, too, can make in the world.”

Solicitors welcome new Legal
Assistant to team

STOCKTON Heath based
Chambers  Fletcher  solicitors
is pleased to announce the
appointment of Olivia Bryant as
their new Legal Assistant.

Olivia wil?be providing valuable
support  within~ family ™ law in
particular and across the firm
generally. She brings with her
some prior experience gained in
the family department of a national
law firm and Chambers Fletcher
is confident she will be a strong
addition to their team.

Senior Partner Peter Wilkinson
commented, “We are delighted
to welcome Olivia to Chambers
Fletcher. Her experience to date
and her enthusiastic proactive
approach will be a real asset to
both our business and our clients.”

“We are excited to have Olivia
on board and we very much hope
that she will become part of tﬁe
long-term future of the firm.”
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memory of Mike Fogg | Neana® s sinass
SIX friends have completed a gruelling cycling challenge alon / % :.__". I'ablhty insurance_
Portuﬂul’s Algarve, raising thousands of pounds in memory o s g e S

much-loved Latchford local Mike Fogg, who sadly died from
stomach cancer earlier this year.
So far their efforts from an Fogg, also passed away there 16
incredible 265 km ride from Lisbon  years ago, in the room next door.
to Vilamoura, have raised over Mike was a wellknown local
£17,500 for St Rocco’s Hospice, in Latchford and a regular at A A
with funds still coming in. Pierpoints Pub. Beechwood For more information,
- Carl ) Polmelr) (UrI an CB;uilﬂing ﬁ’r Rocco’s fprovides| speﬁiclilfist Industries please call us on
rojects), arre! raham alliative care tor people with lite-
(Smlirhfield’s), and friends Norman, imiting illnesses ocr%ss arrington, www.beechwoodindustries.co.uk 01925 860544
Ally, Ste and Guy recently  supporting patients and families
completed their incrediﬁle journey  in the most compassionate and
in memory of Mike, who spent his  relaxed environment. Their care = Citya&s NPTC  CHAS
final 10 days under the outstanding for Mike was nothing short of : = colll e Gullds cuaifed ~
care of St \éocco's. His wife, Irene  phenomenal from start to finish.

So much more
than a care home

A VILLAGE WHERE EVERYONE BELONGS

Belong Warrington is a welcoming community, where older
people are invited to enjoy all the opportunities that being part of
a vibrant community brings. From choir singing to cycling in the
gym and music therapy to the arts, our colleagues are exceptionally
dedicated to ensuring the best possible experiences and outcomes
for everyone who lives with us.

Designed around Belong's award-winning household model,
our village is both stylish and homely. Facilities such as a bistro,
specialist gym and hair salon offer a range of opportunities to enjoy
an active lifestyle in a safe environment.

As a not-for-profit provider, Belong invests in its people and
settings to ensure the highest standards of nursing and dementia
care, with a range of services to support people as their needs
change, and everything geared towards promoting a sense of
belonging to a vibrant, inclusive community.

For further information or to book a personal tour, call:

01925 971 573

Belong Warrington, Loushers Lane, Warrington, Cheshire WA4 6RX WARRINGTON

Locations: Atherton | Chester | Crewe | Didsbury | Macclesfield | Newcastle-under-Lyme | Warrington | Wigan www.belong.org.uk
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(-j Mayﬂeld Home Care

At Mayfield Home Care Services we are
dedicated fo providing exceptional,
personalised care to (%l our residents.
Our compassionate team of professionals
are committed to enhancing the quality
of life for every individual in our care.
We offer a warm, supportive environment
where residents can thrive physically,
emotionally and socially.

OUR SERVICES

* Support Calls
¢ Companionshi
* Domestic and Eleoning
* Personal Care
* Sitting Service

01925 245090 | www.mayfieldhomecare.com
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Reform UK not
getting carried
away with by-
election success

THE Warrington branch of Reform UK says it is not

etting

carried away with success following the recent by-election

victory at Bewsey & Whitecross.

With just an 18 per cent turnout
for the Warrington Borough Council
seat of Bewsey and Whitecross,
Reform UK candidate John Roddy
won with 43.7% of the votes,
taking the seat off Labour.

However, the local branch,
which only formed in February, is
not getting carried away.

Jan Balfe, the branch Chair,
said: “It was disappointing that
the turnout was low, Eut | am sure
that when people see that Reform
Councillors do make a positive
difference, people will learn to trust
some politicians again”.

Local businessman Mr Roddy,
deputy chair fo the local branch,
wanted to thank those who voted
for him, and promised to work hard
to address issues people had raised
with him during the campaign.

They mainly raised the issues
of flooding, Crime and the surge
in HMOs (Houses of Multiple
Occupancy).

The by-election success gives
Reform UK their first seat on the

borough council after missing out

in a by-election at Great Sankey
earlier in the year by just 30 votes.

Meanwhile Labour Lleader of
Warrington Borough Council, Clir
Hans I\%udnry says that while the
result was extremely disappointing,
it was also not surprising in the
current political climate.

Bewsey & Whitecross
Stephen Taylor Con 116
Maitane Akpan Lab 631
David Crowther Lib Dem 223
John Roddy REFORM UK 752
Turnout 18%

(l;%%
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WTV| MOT § SERVICE CENTRE A"/A\'/

COMMERCIALS

Tel: 01925 810761

MOT, Servicing
and Repairs on
Cars, Vans,
Motorhomes
and Horseboxes

e )
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MOT & SERVICE

ﬁ: Summer is around the corner ﬁ:

Air Conditioning
Regas & Servicing

542 Europa Blvd, Gemini Business Park, Warrington, WAS 7TP

www.wtvmotandservice.co.uk | E: service@wtvltd.co.uk

Pop in and cool down!

1

T & Servicing

while you wait
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New reports reveal challenges of GP access and
importance of independent Healthwatch voice

TWO new reports from Healthwatch have revealed widespread
concerns about access to GP services, with residents calling for
urgent improvements in appointment systems, digital access,

and support for vulnerable patients.

The surveys across Warrington,
Cheshire and Merseyside have
also highlighted the "importance

of hovinﬁ an  independent
Healthwatc voice,  currently
earmarked for closure as part of

Government cutbacks.

The Warrington GP  Access
Survey Report, based on feedback
from ‘over 150 local residents,
highlights  frustrations with long
phone queues, limited appointment
availability, and digital tools that
often fail to meet patient needs.
While 93% of those who secured

appointments  were  satisfied
with the care they received,
many described the process o

etting there as “stressful” and
disheartening.”

Meanwhile, the Cheshire and
Merseyside GP  Survey Report,
which ™ gathered responses from
nearly 7,000 people across nine
boroughs, paints a broader picture
of systemic issues. The findings
show that:
® 66% of patients relied on phone

contact, with many facing long

waits and repeated call attempts.
¢ Digital exclusion remains a major
barrier, particularly for older
adults and those without infernet
access.
® Only 6% of patients received a

set time for online consultations,
leading to uncertainty and
delays.

o Alternative care routes, such as
pharmacies and NHS 111, were
used but often failed to fully meet
patient needs.

Despite these challenges, both
reports found that once patients
were seen, satisfaction with care
was high. In Warrington, 89% were
happy with how their appointment
was delivered, and 88% felt they
saw the right professional. Across
the region, 92% of respondents
said they were satisfied with their
appointment experience.

Eor| Marsh, Warrington
Place  Director, acknowledged
the findings, stating: “We are
committed fo ensuring patients are
seen by the right clinician the first
time and that enough appointments
are available.”

Llydia Hughes, CEO Healthwatch
Warrington and Chair Healthwatch
Halton, added: “This is just one
example that supports the need for
Healthwatch and our independent
voice, to support local residents
and  patients’ experience  for
Health and Social Care services in
Warrington and beyond.”

The reports will be shared with

the NHS Integrated Care Board
and local partners to inform future
ﬁlonning and service improvements.

ealthwatch organisations across
the region will continue to monitor
progress and advocate for patient-
cenfred care.

Meanwhile, Warrington = South
MP  Sarah Hall has pledged
to compai?n for independent
advocacy following a meetin
with the ‘under threat Healrhwo’rcﬂ
Warrington team.

With” the Government planning
to axe Healthwatch organisations
Warrington ~ would  “lose  an
independent champion for people

using health and social care
services.
It acts as a voice for the

public, gathering feedback and
experiences to improve services.

Ms. Hall recently met with the
Healthwatch ~ Warrington  team,
including Chief Executive Llydia
Hughes, to hear directly about the
vital work the independent body
carries out on behorf> of residents.
The meeting explored the impact
of national changes, key local
campaigns, and plans to ‘support
community voices across health
and care.

Healthwatch has long served
as an independent, confidential
voice advocating for health and
social care users. It offers free,
impartial advice, collects feedback,
and ensures decision-makers hear
people’s experiences.

@CARPETS o T

FOUR GENERATIONS OF FLOORING,
ENHANCED EXPERTISE

For four generations, our family has built a legacy of quality flooring.

At Love Carpets, our Warrington showroom boasts thousands of samples:
carpets, vinyl, LVT, and laminate, plus a vast selection of discounted roll ends
onci)cleoronce rolls. We blend tradition with modern style, ensuring every
customer finds their perfect floor.

We're thrilled to announce Tony Griffin has joined our team. With 33 years
at Carpetright's Warrington store, Tony brings unmatched expertise. Owner
Craig recalls, “Tony was the top salesperson at Carpetland, always finding
cusfomers the best carpets at unbeatable prices. His dedication made him
the best at Carpetright too. It's a huge win for our customers.”
Tony shares the excitement, “It's fantastic to work with Craig again. Love
Carpets offers better prices, quicker turnaround—fitting within two days—
and exceptional service. I'm amazed at what an independent business can
offer.”
This reunion of flooring experts marks a new chapter for Love Carpets.
We combine our family’s craftsmanship with Tony’s extensive knowledge,
offering a truly exceptional experience.
Welcome Tony to the Love Carpets family! Discover 1op—?ua|ic?/ flooring and
Eersonclized service. Let us help you create the perfect foundation for your
ome. And don’t miss our current sale, with savings of up to 60% off on
clearance stock and roll ends!

TEL: 01925 419423
OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-5PM

27 ORCHARD STREET, WARRINGTON WA1 2TE
WWW.LOVECARPETS.CO.UK

it RN

an s
OLOVECIR B %

MASSIVE SALE

UPTO

60%

ON/CLEARANCE STOCK AND ROLL ENDS



www.lovecarpets.co.uk
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Chance to win cinema tickets

and gifts in new community
paritnership with ODEON

WARRINGTON-WORLDWIDE has teamed up in a new
community partnership with ODEON Warrington, offering
chances to win tickets to see the latest movies to hit the big
screen, with plenty of blockbusters heading to Warrington in

the coming months.

To kick-start the partnership there
was an online competition to win
tickets to see the new Smurf movie.

Lucky winner was Jeanette Taylor
who correctly identified pop star
Rihanna as the celebrity singer
featuring in the movie.

Computer recycling company donates laptops to local charity

WOOLSTON-based computer
recycling company CRT UK has
donated some laptops to local
charity, ~ Warrington  Disability
Partnership (WDPI.

The laptops will be used by clients
of their New Leaf empiloymenf
and fraining project, which the

artnership runs with the Torus
oundation. The project is designed
to help people with complex barriers
get bacf into work.

Stephen  Rakestraw, Managin
Director of CRT UK, said: e
were approached by the New Leaf
Project to provide some laptops for
Feople who need them fo apply
or employment. As a responsiEle
IT recycling company, we like to
donate a proportion of laptops to
local schools and charities. | met up
with Lorraine Woolley, Employment
Adviser at WDP, during the recent
Disability ~Awareness ~ Day and

resented her with some refurbished
aptops”.

Lorraine said: “The laptops will
make a huge difference to the lives
of our clients and will enable them
to do courses and find jobs that are
much needed. You have removed the
barriers that stop them from doing the
basic things needed to find work. The
impact ofgyour kind gesture is huge
and will make a great difference to

The lucky winners are pictured
receiving their Smurf gifts ahead of
viewing the movie at the Westbrook-
based multi-screen cinema.

Watch this space for more
competitions and details of the new
releases heading our way.

those who need them.”

CRT UK provides a free collection
and certified data destruction service
to businesses that are upgrading their
IT equipment. They collect laptops,
computers, monitors, servers,
network equipment and all of the
associated ancillaries.

Stephen  added:  “Our first
responsibility is to ensure that all
data is properly destroyed, which
is done by using specialist software
or by removing the hard drive and
destroying it. We then provide a
detailed asset report and certificate
of destruction. However, a lot of
redundant IT equipment sfill has

lenty of useful life in it, so it can then
Ee reloaded and reused. If not, it is
stripped down to its component parts
for recycling.”

As businesses invest in the
latest technology, the redundant
IT is still useful to others. It makes
sense fo reuse rather than send to
landfill. It also makes sense to use a
Warrington company to recycle your
IT rather than using one from outof-
town. Because we are local, we can
provide a quick, efficient collection
and data destruction  service to
Warrington businesses for free.

For more information, go to www.
crtuk.co.uk

Vicky Wilcck from Odeon with Editor Gary Skentelbery.
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Stephen Rakestraw presenting the laptops to WDP President Pam Thompsor
and Lorraine Woolley, Employment Adviser.



EXTRA
DISCOUNTS

EXTRA
TREATS

EARN
POINTS

SCAN NOW

*Minimum age applies. Extra discounts refer to Saver Mondays discounted tickets for ODEON Extras members at ODEON cinemas in
the UK and NI. Criteria for earning additional benefits applies. Points are earned at a rate of 25 points per £1 spent (category exc]usiop;'
such as alcohol purchases apply). For full terms and conditions and details of membership benefits, visit ODEON.co.uk/extras. ;
Information correct as of March 2025.


www.odeon.co.uk/memberships/odeon-extras/
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Wed 3 Sep
Fri 5 Sep
Sat 13 Sep
Tue 16 Sep
Fri 19 Sep
Sat 4 Oct

Sat 11 Oct
Sat 25 Oct

Mon 27 Oct

Thu 30 Oct
Fri 31 Oct
Sat 1 Nov
Sat 1 Nov
Sat 2 Nov

Thu 6 Nov

What’s Love Got To Do With It?
Everton Double Winners of 1985
Dinosaurs Live!

Swan Lake

The Beast - Iron Maiden Tribute
Comedy Store (Parr Hall)
Northern Live

Sounds Familiar Music Quiz

The Dinosaur that Pooped
a Rock Show

Skindred

Antarctic Monkeys

Greatest Hits of Motown

Comedy Store (Winmarleigh House)
A Night at the Darts

Alan Davies - Think Ahead

PARRHALL.CULTUR
01925 442345



https://parrhall.culturewarrington.org/
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Fri 7 Nov Sugar Pie Honey Bunch

Sat 8 Nov - Gareth Malone -
50 Years of Song
Fri 14 Nov - Luke Combs UK Tribute

Sat 15 Nov - Symphonic Ibiza
Fri 21 Nov - The ABBA Reunion Tribute Show

Sat 29 Nov - Peter Price

Fri 5 Dec - Inspiral Carpets

Sat 6 Dec - Comedy Store (Parr Hall)

Fri12 Dec - Sounds Familiar Music Quiz

Fri 12 Dec - The Houghton Weavers

Thu 18 Dec - Taylormania

Fri 19 Dec - Live/Wire: The AC/DC Show

Sat20 Dec - Warrington Male voice cholr e f‘
Sat 3 Jan - Panto 2026

Sun 11 Jan Beauty and the Beast

WARRINGTON.ORG
SCAN ME EX


https://parrhall.culturewarrington.org/
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Mission accomplished at |
as planning star

AFTER possibly the hottest Disability Awareness Day on record,
plans are already in the pipeline for next year’s event, with a

Pictures: John Hopkins

rallying call for new sponsors.

Bathed in near-unbroken
sunshine and warm conditions,
the sunny weather enhanced the
inclusive atmosphere, encouraging
families and  individuals alike to
explore the extensive offeringfs
across the garden grounds, while
also seeking a break from the
sunshine in i%e shade.

Organised by  Warrington
Disability Partnership, the
34th DAD featured over 200
exhibitors showcasing everything
from mobility aids and vehicle
adaptations ‘to inclusive sports,
education services, health support,
and arts initiatives. The event's
Erincipol sponsors were proudly

ighlighted” at the opening
ceremony:  Expanse Leorning
Group, a nationally recognise

disabili
United Utilities, the
water supplier.

Mayor Mo Hussain, along with
former mayors of Warrington,
applauded the event's spirit and
significance. In a message of
support he reinforced the  local
council's  strong  support  for
disability inclusion.

Reflecting on another “mission
accomplished”  post event at
Walton Hall and Gardens, event

education specialist, and
orth West's

founder, Dave Thompson CEO of
Warrington Disability Partnership,
is already looking ahead to next
years event, scheduled for July 12th
2026.

While the hardworking
volunteers from DADs Army are
recovering from their endeavours,
Flons are already being formulated
or next year at Walton Hall &
Gardens.

Dave founded the charity
and Disability Awareness Day
after breaking his neck playing
American Football, more than three
decades ago when he was aged
just 31.

He says the Scuba tank was one
of the busiest places to escape the
heat at the weekend, with many of
the volunteers taking advantage of
it post event to cool down.

Now he has issued a rallying
call for new sponsors for next
year's event, while also thanking
those who ensured this year’s event
could take place, most notably
Principal sponsors United Utilities
and Expanse Learning.

Anyone inferested in supportin
next year's event can emai
Dave at DaveThompson@
disabilitypartnership.org.uk
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Disability Awareness Day
ts for DAD 2026
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Thursday 2nd October 2025
5.00pm to 8.00pm

SIXTH FORM
OPEN EVENING

m Thursday 13th November 2025

www.lymmhighéthform.org.uk

OUGHTRINGTON LANE, LYM

01925 755458

CHESHIRE, WA13 ORE

disability
ading
company

» Mobility products, sales, servicing & repairs
* Rise/recline & fireside chairs

* Adjustable beds & stair-lifts

* 3 & 4 Wheel walkers

» Bathing, kitchen & continence products

* Free no obligation assessments

in-store or in your home
* Pre-owned equipment available.

Mz, Motabili
%@g Schemety

Warrington

Disability

Partnership

All profits support our
charity work at
Warrington
Disability Partnership

Centre for Independent Living
Beaufort Street, Warrington WAS 1BA | T: 01925 240064

Mobility & Independent Living
Lifehouse, Summers Road, Liverpool, L3 4BL | T: 0151 7090121

Mobility & Independent Living Store
30 Sankey Street, Warrington WA1 1TD | T: 01925 416624

Mobility & Independent Living Store
Unit 6, Dewhurst Road, Warrington WA3 7PG | T: 01925 251079

September 2025

Special plaque
commemorates
history of Warrington

HESHIRg

Borough Police Force

A special ceremony took place commemorating the history of

Warrington Borough Police force which existed from 1847-

Cheshire Chief Constable Mark
Roberts QPM performed the official
unveiling of a bronze plaque which
has taken pride of place on the
historic Arpley Street building, the
last remaining operational police
building of its kind in cheshire —
and home fo the Cheshire Police
Museum run by a team of dedicated
volunteers.

Two of those volunteers, Chris
Upham and Pete Hampson
(pictured above) were instrumental
to organising the plaque which
honours officers and staff who were
members of Warrington Borough
Police 1847-1969 "and worked
in the current Arpley Street police
station. The station was first opened
in 1901 and was called the Palace
of Justice.

The  Borough  Force  was
amalgamated with the Lancashire

before visiting.

Constabular in 1969, and
In 1974 there was a further
amalgamation with the existing
Cheshire Constabulary.

Those atftending inc?luded around
15 of the 30 surviving members
of Warrington Borough Police,
the Chief Constable and Senior
Officers of Cheshire Police.

Also attending was Mayor of
Warrington  Cllr - Mo Hussain,
and the town’s MPs Sarah Hall
and Charlotte Nichols and Cllr
Hans Mundry Leader Warrington
Borough Council.

Members  of the public,
organisations and school visits are
all"'welcome and admission is free
of charge. It is situated within the
working Police station on Arpley
street in Warrington, so for securirK
reasons people are asked to boo



www.disabilitytradingcompany.co.uk
https://lymmhigh6thform.org.uk/

. Hi-all. It’s holiday’s time again, so | am

- faced 'with ‘Out of Office’ responses

. or‘000’ | guess we all need a holiday,

- and time to reflect and recharge for -

 the 2nd half of the year.

Ameritz never stops
though; we are planning
releases for Q4 2025 and
2026.

One fantastic new

signing is George

Gallagher. Some say

“Liverpool’s Michael Buble” | think that is a
little unfair on George. Dare | say George can
hold his own, even up against Michael
Buble.

Plans are now in place to take George to
“the next Level” beyond Liverpool. He
certainly has the talent to exceed all our
expectations. After years of gigging he had a
break on the BBC drama ‘The City is Ours’
George appeared as the crooner performing
‘The House of Bamboo’

We invited George to Ameritz to record ‘The
House of Bamboo’ live with the Mike Smith
band. | have worked with Mike on numerous
projects, and he is top draw! His players will
be appearing on George’s debut album -
Out soon on Ameritz!

’][‘ll‘l‘l\\

George alongside saxophonist Mike Smith and his Band.

Also, this month we welcome a new person
to our A+R team. My son Lenny Green!
Lenny (who is 15 years old) is very into his
music, Hip Hop to be precise. He is going to
advise us on the next big UK Hip Hop artists
to talk to.

One thing | have learned from my 30+ years
in the music business is that the kids always
know what will be next big thing.

The Beatles were discovered by Brian
Epstein when several 15/16 year old kids
came into his shop saying ‘Have you got
anything by The Beatles?’ Brian had never
heard of them, so he found them, and signed
them. The rest is history! The kids found
them first.

According to Lenny and his mates at school
Hip Hop is as big as ever!

Who am | to argue?

Until next month, keep singing, playing and
performing.

Dave Green

Are you an artist or in a band? Want to get in touch?

We'd love to hear from you.
Go to www.ameritzradar.co.uk
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Spectacular UFO and alien experience brings
curtain down on Warrington Arts Festiva

A spectacular UFO experience and alien invasion hovering
over Bank Park brought the curtain down on Warrington Arts

Festival in style.

The close encounter for true
believers and family audiences of
all ages landed in Bank Park for
a mysterious open air show called

this newly developed performance
a surprise — and didn't fail to
deliver to the watching audience
who patiently waited for the magic

StarSaucer. to begin.
Outdoor theatre specialists, The Amid a haze of smoke and the
Dream Engine, kept the details of whir of a warp drive,
3 - | this arts festival finale
| delivered a strange
spectacular experience
as  enigmatic  alien
figures emerged to
respond to their new
environment.
Youngsters ran
around screaming
with excitement as the
aliens mingled with the
crowd as ET met Close
Encounters.
As with many of the
festival's performances,
4 StarSaucer was a free
i} to affend event thanks
to funding and support
from  Arts  Council
England,  Warrington
Borough Council and
Warrington BID.
Video clips of the
performance can be
seen on the Warrington-

| Worldwide’s Facebook

Making Every Day Count

It's easing pain and bringing
comfort, care for.those dying
and for those around them.

A gift in your will can help us continue to offer compassionate, free care to
hundreds of people and their families each year, now and in the future. To find
out how you can leave a gift in your will to St. Rocco’s Hospice scan the QR code
provided.

Registered Charity Number 511592

(o XinJ o}y r}J

www.stroccos.org.uk



www.stroccos.org.uk
www.warringtonsownbuses.co.uk/touch-go

to School or College

get ready for the new
school year with a

W great value annual
~ ) bus pass.

Apply online at
bit.ly/WOBdirect



www.warringtonsownbuses.co.uk/touch-go
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Live

1n partnership wit

andHaltonHosplf TI'

You're THREE TIMES
more likely to

stop smoking with
LiveWire's Smokefree
team rather than doing
it on your own!

Find out more

about our...
One-to-one drop ins
Award winning
advisors
Motivational
support
Telephone support

Stop smoking
medicines on
prescription

For

more details contact us on

0300 003 0818,

email us

stopsmoking@livewirewarrington.org

@yourLiveWire

00000

r
%ﬁ WARRINGTON

N
LiveWire

livewirewarrington.co.uk
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WARRINGTONIANS turned out in force to bid a fond farewell
to legendary bodybuilder Walter O’Malley, who sadly died

recently, aged 85.

The former Mr Universe runner-up
paid one last visit to his famous gym
on Norman Street, Warrington,
before a funeral service at Walton
Lea Crematorium.

Several hundred  well-wishers
broke out in applause as the
hearse arrived outside the gym,
with hundreds more attending the
service at Walton Lea.

After a successful bodybuilding
career on stage, O'Malley
continued to be an important figure
back home in Warrington, wﬁere

he opened a gym on Norman
Street where he could interact and
help others build the best versions
of themselves.

Many took to social media fo
share memories of Walter O'Malley
following his passing, including
WWE legend Davey Boy Smith Jr.

He competed in the Mr. Universe
competition in the Tall division five
times, finishing as the runnerup
in 1973 and %974. He is also a
former champion of the Mr. World
— AAU, Most Muscular and Tall.



www.livewirewarrington.co.uk/

The M6 Bed Warehouse

CHESHIRE'S HOME OF
QUALITY BEDS AND
MATTRESSES

ALSAGER STORE
RADWAY GREEN BUSINESS PARK - CW2 5PR

NORTHWICH STORE
WINNINGTON BUSINESS PARK - CW8 4DL

- Free Delivery & Free Disposal -

Tel: 01270 879379 - www.m6beds._co.uk



www.m6beds.co.uk
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Spotlight on Local History with James Balme

September 2025

The Dukes Cut - A History of the

The Bridgewater canal has often been described as Britain’s
first canal. Built under instruction by its owner and creator the
3rd Duke of Bridgewater Francis Egerton it was opened on the

17th July 1761.

Living close to the Bridgewater
canal myself | decided to visit
A?den Wharf close to the village
of lymm to take a four mile walk
along the canal and see for myself
this magnificent feat of industrial
engineering created during the
18th century.

The canal was originally built
securing its place in history as being
one of the first ever canals that
didn't follow a natural watercourse.
So successful was the construction
and design of the canal that it was
to become the standard format of
construction | future canals across
Britain.

The Bridgewater canal became
known affectionately as ‘The Duke’s
Cut’ and it marked a golden era for
canals in England if indeed not the
whole of Britain. When Francis
Egerton was a young man he
decided to take the Grand Tour of
Europe and was highly impressed
with the canal systems that he saw
on his travels. He was so inspired
that he came up with the idea for
building his own canal system in
Englang and hopefully that idea
would spread to the rest of Britain.
On his return home the Duke was
to employ the services of one John
Gilbert to help with the surveyin
and levelling of the initial cana
site. In 1759 Francis Egerton was to
hire the services of James Brindley
to build a ten mile stretch of his
canal to carry coal from Worsley
to the textile manufacturing centre
at Manchester. Brindley was born
in Derbyshire and lived much of
his life in Leek, Staffordshire and
he became one of the most notable
engineers of 18th century Britain.
The Duke certainly hired the best
people money coqu buy.

In 1760 construction  work
began on the Bridgewater canal
and by the end of 1761 the canal
had reached as far as Stretford.

By the end of 1765 the canal had
reached Castlefield Wharf right in
the heart of Manchester.

Over the following years the
canal was to reach many other
areas passing through Agden,
lymm, = Grappenhall,”  Stockton
Heath, Higher Walton  and
beyond before being completed
in 1776 connecting  Manchester
to Liverpool, a stunning feat of
en?ineering for sure.

t was in the year of 1885 when
the Bridgewater canal was sold
to the Manchester Ship Canal
Company for the princely sum
of 1.7 million pounds. In" 1975
the Brid%ewoter Canal trust was
set up following a serious breach
of the canal at nearby Dunham
Massey. The cost to repair the
damage fo the canal was in excess
of a quarter of a million pounds.
Today the Bridgewater canal
is used by many thousands of
Eeople for” recreational purposes.
oats cruise along the canal and
some wonderful countryside walks
can be found along its length
stretching  from Manchester and
through the Cheshire countryside
and beyond. The stretch * that
runs between Agden and Llymm
is particularly interesting where
ou will find the very old Agden
(/\/horf as well as the original three
storey warehouse built during the
construction of the canal in the 18th
century. If you enjoy mixing nature
with history then rcan certainly
recommenc}, this stretch of the 3rd
Duke of Bridgewater’s canal that
revolutionised transport during the
18th and 19th centuries.

My film, ‘The Duke’s Cut’ shot
at Agden near lymm, takes you
on an aerial tour of the canal and
can be viewed for free with many
other local history films by visiting
my history channel, youtube.com/
Tvpresenter4history.

Bridgewater Canal

T

The ‘Tvpresenter4history’
History channel was launched in
July in 2007 and has grown into
a rich historical archive” with over
seven hundred video features
and documentaries available to
view for free highlighting ancient
churches, buildings and historical
sites across Chesﬁire and beyond.
Many of the films are also featured
on ’r¥|e National Churches Trust
website. Why not take a look at
my history channel where you
can follow my lafest history series
‘Rambles through History’ and my
earlier series ‘History Walks'.

{
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ENROLLING NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2025!

LAST CHANCE TO JOIN
WARRINGTON & VALE
ROYAL COLLEGE

Finished high school but not secured a place
at college? Have you changed your mind or
not got the grades you were hoping for?

Warrington & Vale Royal College is here
to help, with limited spaces remaining.

Visit Warrington campus to enrol

wvr.ac.uk/last-chance

Warrington | ] o
w & Vale Royal . Ofsted
College a2 FoTH b

Monday
17*" November ;=

Come to an Open Evening and see
what college life is like!

Chat with our current students, meet our tutors
and tour our multi-million pound facilities.

You must register to attend at:

wvr.ac.uk/openevenings

Warrington & Vale Royal College, Winwick Road, Warrington WA2 8QA


www.wvr.ac.uk/last-chance

financially yours

Making

Tax Digital for Income

Tax: The clock is ticking

It's hard to believe, but we're
now less than a year away from
Making Tax Digital (MTE) for
Income Tax becoming a reality.
For those affected, it's going to
be the biggest shake-up in tax
reporting since self-assessment
was introduced back in the

1990s.

Now, | know what you might be
thinking: “Great — more admin
and another thing to keep on
top of.” And yes, there will be
extra steps involved, but with
the right preparation it doesn’t
have to be a headache. The key
is to start gefting ready now, so
you're not scrambling when the
deadline arrives.

Who's Affected and When?
MTD is being introduced in
phases. From 6 April 2026, it
will apply to sole traders and
landlords whose gross income
— that's your income before
expenses — is over £50,000
a year. A year later, from April
2027, the threshold will drop
to £30,000, and from April
2028 it will come down again
to £20,000.

It's worth stressing that this income
test looks at your total from all
sources of self-employment
and property. So if you've got
£30,000 in trading income
and £21,000 in rental income,
you're over the £50,000 mark
and will be in the first group
starting in 2026. Even overseas
rental income is included in the
calculation.

Who's Not Included?
If you're under the threshold,

you're safe for now — though the
lower limits in later phases could
still bring you in. Partnerships,
including LLPs, aren’t part of
MTD yet, and limited companies
are excluded completely. But
if you're in a partnership and
also have rental income or a
separate sole trade on the side,
that extra income could still put
you into MTD.

Exemptions for Special
Circumstances

HMRC knows not everyone is
able to use digital systems. If
you're unable to keep digital
records because of your age, a
disability, poor internet access
or other practical reasons, you
can apply for an exemption.
Certain religious groups whose
beliefs are incompatible with
electronic record-keeping can
also be exempt.

The key here is that you have to
apply — it's not automatic. So
if you think you might qualify,
don't leave it until the last minute.

How Will You Know if You're
In?

Before April 2026, HMRC will
look at tax returns from 2024-25
to see whose income puts them
in the first phase. If you're over
the £50,000 threshold, you'll get
a letter telling you that you must
start using MTD from that April.
The same process will happen for
each later phase as the income
limit drops.

Once you're in scor)e, you (or
your accountant) will need to:

1.Choose suitable software from

HMRC's approved list.
2.Sign up for MTD through
HMRC. °

And no, you won't be able to
use HMRC's old self-assessment
ortal — everything will have o
e submitted through compatible
software.

What Changes Under MTD?
The main difference is that instead
of keeping your records all year
and filing one return, you'll nee
to:

1.Keep your records digitally
— every bit of income and
expense for your business or
rental properties will need to
be recorded in MTD-compatible
software, including the date,
amount and category. This can
include spreadslgeets.

2.Send HMRC quarterly updates
—every three months you'll send
a summary of your income
and expenses. These aren't full
accounts, and you don't need
to make adjustments for things
like depreciation or allowances
yet — just the raw figures.

3.Submit an end-of-year
declaration - after your final
quarterly update, you'll finalise
everything, make adjustments,
add other income, and claim
any reliefs and allowances.

If you're in the first phase, your
quarterly update deadlines will
be 7 August, 7 November, 7
February and 7 May.

Thomas Coyne and Stuart Barr

Dropping Below the Threshold

If your income falls to £30,000
or less, you won't automatically
drop out. You have to stay under
that level for three years in a row
before you can stop using MTD.

What If You Miss a Deadline?
MTD will introduce a points-based
penalty system. Every time you
miss a deadline, you get a point.
Hit the limit and you'll get a £200
fine. Keep missing deadlines
and the fines will keep coming.
Points will eventually expire if

ou stay compliant, and you'll
Ee able to appeal if you think a
penalty is unfair.

Getting Ready Now

| know April 2026 sounds far
away, but it really isn't when you
think about how many changes
this involves. You'll need to get
comfortable with your new
software, possibly change your
bookkeeping habits, and get into
the routine o% quarterly reporting.

The good news? If you start now,
you can ease into it. Try out
some software, get your records
organised digitally, and maybe
even practise sending a mock
quarterly update so that when
the real thing arrives, it's second
nature. The bad news? If you
wait until the last minute, you
could be juggling new technology,
changing processes, and looming
deadlines all at once — not a
combination anyone enjoys.

WatkinsonBlack have considerable experience in all areas of taxation and business services. This includes [)roviding a very cost

effective payroll bureau service, as well as assisting to ensure compliance with the latest Making Tax Digital

egislation. If you are

employed or self-employed either as a sole trader, partnership or limited compon%/ and want fo arrange a no-obligation initial meeting

on any taxation or accounting matter then please contact us by felephone on 0

925 413210 or by e-mail to info@watkinsonblack.

com. Please note that these ideas are intended to inform rather than advise and you should always obtain professional advice before

Directors:Thomas Coyne & Stuart Barr. Consultants: David Watkinson & Margaret Black

Tel: 01925 413210

taking any action.

WatkinsonBlack

Accountants who care for Clients who matter

or email: info@warrington accountants.co.uk

Ist Floor; 264 Manchester Road,Warrington

www.watkinsonblack.co.uk
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raise over

Dragon boat racers

£20,000

for St Rocco’s Hospice

THIRTEEN teams of courageous individuals met at Warrington

Rowing Club ready to race Drugon Boats along the River

Mersey helping raise over £20,00

Rocco’s Hospice.

Hundreds of spectators watched
in anticipation as each team took
part in three races, competing for a
place in the final. The final race and

resentation were also streamed
ive on Facebook for those unable
to attend in person fo join in on the
excitement.

Cadent Dragons Red were
crowned this ~year's  winners,
followed by Biking Rowers in

second, and Amandas Marauders
in third!

The runner up teams taking part
this year were: Cadent Dragons
blue, LMS, DAL Electrical, Dante
Group, Rudy's Pizza Stockton
Heath, Dovig Lloyd Warrington,
Torus, Halliwell Jones Warrington,
Young's Roofin;\;/\ond Shi{o Faced.

The Deputy Mayor, Cllr Sagheer
Zaman attended on the day and
kindly supported in presenting
medals and the trophy to the
winning teams.

St. Rocco’s would like to thank

towards patient care at St.

Warrington Rowing Club, ARC
training for providing first aid,
Brian Tuohey and Moore Camera
Club for volunteering their time, the
food and drink vendors - Barista
Ze, Out to Lunch and Matt’s Ices
and fo all their volunteers who gave
up their time to attend.

Thank you to Halliwell Jones
BMW Warrington and John K
Philips for sponsoring this fantastic
event.

A huge thank you also goes out
to everyone who came to watch
and show support and, of course to
all the rowers and drummers, and
amazing team of volunteers.

If you would like to hear more
about their upcoming events or
about the services offered by
St. Rocco’s, you can visit www.
stroccos.org.uk.  You can also
contact the Events Team on 01925
575780 or by emailing events@

stroccos.org.uk

Professional WordPress
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CLASSIFIED Call 01925 631592 to advertise

AccOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING

ELecTRICAL CONTRACTORS

WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT?
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on
your business. For further details please
pl}one: 01925 413210 or e-mail:

info@warr co.uk

CGC ELECTRICAL LTD. NIC EIC Approved
Electrical Contractors  Northwest. Design,
Installation, inspection and test. All aspects
of work. Domestic and commercial. 07837

744324 or 01925 983501.

9

CarPET CLEANING

g trical.co.uk
www.cgcelectrical.co.uk 081/25)

PAINTING & DECORATING

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company
cleaning carpets, hard floors, Upho sterE
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FRE
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved
carpet cleaners for Hancock and  Woods
for over 10 years. Call John on 07765
314080 12/25)

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est over
35yrs. Have your carpets & sofas beautifull
deep c|ecnedy|euving them fresh smelling g
colour restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/
steam. Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist.
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net

v4/25)

CLEANING SERVICES

PRIME we—
m— COATS

Painting and Decorating Service

Interior. Exterior. Residential
Commercial. Industrial

Contact us for a free quote
Covering Warrington and
surrounding areas

ﬁ 3 Mob: 07366 163818
Email: liam.primecoats@gmail.com

Tyres

arleys angels
® Spring Clean Specialists

* Presenting your home for sale
* Moving house

o After building work cleans

-59;@ 01925 266834

.. * because you're worth ifl

CLEANING SERVICES
SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU

will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est over
35yrs. Have your carpets & sofas beautifull

deep c|ecmed>/ leaving them fresh smelling g
colour restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/
steam. Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist.
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net

Va/25)

EVERGREEN centre of Excellence

f_xpresﬁ

Mobile Tyres
Local Family Business. Est 1997
01925 810000
www.expresstyres.co.uk
Order Online Today!

Branded & Budget Tyres
Cars, Vans, 4x4's, Caravans
Light Commercials
& Performance Vehicles

The tyre service that
comes to you at home
or your place of work

No Call Out Charge!
Zmpcestone T
G@ntinental®

64

To advertise in
the classified
section from as
little as £15+vat

Call us now on
01925 631592
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THE DRESS STUDIO

PROM « PARTY « PAGEANT
PROM - CRUISES - FORMAL DRESSES - BALLS - PARTIES

| MONDAY: CLOSED
TUESDAY: 9.30am - 5.30pm
WEDNESDAY, 9.30am - 5.30pm
THURSDAY. 9.30am - 5.30pm
FRIDAY: 9.30am - 5.30pm
SATURDAY: 9.30am - 5.30pm
SUNDAY: CLOSED

SEEMOREABOUT
OUR STORE! -

A el

" styles in stock NOW - Hundreds of dresses to choose from!
deluxe, changing rooms
- Spread the cost ahead of your special occasion!
FREE the store
, ready to help you find your perfect dress.
ALL budgets covered. Long, evening dresses &
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED!

The Warehouse Studios, Glaziers Lane, Culcheth, WA3 4AQ
01925766258 | www.dress-studio.co.uk | @thedressstudio



www.dress-studio.co.uk

