	[bookmark: _GoBack]REQUEST FOR THE CALL-IN OF A DECISION

	
Note 1: This form to be used by any Member of the Council who is not a member of the Cabinet (or Co-opted Voting Member there of) to request the call-in of a decision taken by the Cabinet, or a Key Decision taken by a relevant body. The decision may only be called-in within 5 clear working days of the decision being taken.

	Name of Item:
	Grant To LiveWire CIC And Proposed Increase in Management Fee To
LiveWire CIC And Culture Warrington (Forward Plan No. 040/22)

	Decision Reference No:
	CAB 040/22
	Decision Date:
	Monday 9 January 2023

	Name of Member Initiating Call-In:
	Cllr Nigel Balding

	Reason for Calling-In the Decision: (Note 2: Please identify which decision-making principle it is alleged has not been adhered to and provide an explanation to support your call-in request)

This call-in relates to a decision involving financial support for two separate organisations, LiveWire CIC and Culture Warrington. In my opinion these two decisions should not have been considered as one item. This call-in relates to LiveWire as it is the largest decision. However, if accepted, Cabinet should reconsider this item as two different decisions considering them individually on merit. 

The decision to subsidise and restructure LiveWire provides no details of the Restructure Plan nor does it specify the amount of subsidy grant. Both the restructuring details and amount of subsidy for such a large organisation should have been made be clear before Cabinet’s decision so that there is clear democratic accountability.

This call-in is being made because the decision is contrary to some, or all, of the following principles:

(b) due consultation and the taking of professional advice from officers

Expert legal advice is required to adhere to the requirements of the Subsidy Control Act (SCA) and this advice cannot be given to Cabinet without a Restructure Plan. 

Expert financial advice is also required before making this decision and this advice cannot be given to Cabinet without a Restructure Plan.

(d) a presumption in favour of openness

Given the potential size and duration of the additional financial support to Livewire, the lack of transparency and openness is both inappropriate and unjustified.

The scale of the proposed grant requires disclosure in the part 1 papers.

(e) clarity of aims and desired outcomes 

Without details of the planned restructure for LiveWire there can be no understanding of the required outcome.

The aims are not clear.

Continued on the next page

	
(f) having considered the financial implications and any risk involved in the decision 

A proposed value for the subsidy of LiveWire is not given, just a maximum amount. 

The necessary Restructure Plan for LiveWire has not been prepared, nor has an assessment of the SCA Section 20 Requirements.

Without a Restructure Plan there can be no certainty that the amount of subsidy is appropriate. The LiveWire contract is not renewable until 2027, so if the subsidy is over-generous, then funds will have been earmarked away from more needy causes within the Borough; and if the subsidy is not enough, then further subsidies are not allowed for five years, putting LiveWire at risk again.

(g) having explained what if any viable options were considered 

One alternative option is to bring the LiveWire services “in house” so that WBC would take over running the Livewire services, as it did in 2012. The financial implications for this alternative option have not been specified or discussed in the report put to Cabinet.

Another alternative is to tender the services of LiveWire. This would confirm the costs and scope of services that could be provided by other suppliers. This option has not been considered in the report to Cabinet.

(h) giving reasons for the decision

Insufficient reasoning has been given to justify the specific levels of financial support proposed. Warrington’s residents need to be assured that these significant proposals are a good use of their Council Tax payments.

	Note 4: The call in must relate to one, or more, of the following reasons:-

(a) proportionality – the action must be proportionate to the desired outcome
(b) due consultation and the taking of professional advice from officers
(c) respect for human rights
(d) a presumption in favour of openness
(e) clarity of aims and desired outcomes
(f) having considered the financial implications and any risk involved in the decision
(g) having explained what if any viable options were considered
(h) giving reasons for the decision

	Members Supporting the Call-In:
Note 5: The Initiating Member should obtain signatures from at least 4 other Members, who are not members of the Cabinet.

	1) Cllr C Benson
	2) Cllr K Buckley

	3) Cllr G Chapman
	4) Cllr R Tynan

	Note 6: When the required number of signatories have been obtained the form should be submitted to the Democratic Services Manager, to be received within 5 clear working days of the decision having been made. If the form is submitted electronically, signatories may confirm their agreement to the call-in by separate e-mail.
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