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WHILE it was good to see local democracy in action during 
the recent protests against Warrington Borough Council’s 
controversial low traffic schemes for Orford and Westy, one 
does have to question how effective local consultation has 
been on these projects.

As we reported on the schemes, 
the overriding message was that 
people didn’t know about these 
proposals to change their local road 
networks.

Credit where credit is due 
to council leader Russ Bowden 
agreeing to receive a petition from 
Orford protesters outside the town 
hall, while a senior council officer 
accepted a similar petition from 
Westy residents outside another 
demonstration outside the Parr Hall 
at Full Council. Cllr. Bowden also 
went to the trouble of visiting a local 
business in Latchford impacted by the 
changes while also discussing and 
taking on board concerns.

While the decision has been taken 
to pause the Orford scheme, the 
controlling Labour group ignored 
pleas from opposition councillors 
and local residents at Westy to pause 
their scheme which will now come 
into force for a trial period.

The irony of the situation was that 
many, including myself, who had 
planned to attend at the Parr Hall, 
couldn’t make it after becoming 
stuck in gridlock caused by a police 
incident on Kingsway Bridge which 
impacted on the local network. Traffic 
was literally bumper to bumper the 
entire length of Knutsford road, 
all the way back to Westy and the 

Cantilever Bridge.
Despite all the measures being 

taken to resolve Warrinton’s traffic 
congestion, every time there is an 
incident on the motorway network 
Warrington is significantly impacted.

While I understand the need to 
make our residential roads safer 
and less polluted I fear these Low 
Traffic schemes will simply create 
more problems or push the problems 
elsewhere onto other roads.

Living in an age where people will 
still pay £100 to fill up their tanks 
while driving cars on a five-10 minute 
journey on the school run, no amount 
of highway schemes is going to 
detract from the problems. As human 
beings, we are often creatures of 
habit - and it is far too easy to jump 
into a car to make a short journey.

Until we can change peoples’ 
habits we will not resolve the traffic 

issues facing not just our town or 
country but most of the civilised 
world.

We certainly shouldn’t just be 
spending money we have been given 
by the Government to try and resolve 
problems in a short time scale.

Hopefully, we can find a way 
forward but better consultation is 
clearly needed. Time and again I 
have told the powers that be that the 
ways of advertising public notices 
are outdated and not reaching 
people - but again we are trapped in 
a system where old habits die hard.

Meanwhile, on a positive note, 
we are delighted to be supporting 
the TEDx event which was about to 
take place as we went to press, as 
our latest Legacy Project.

I have known TEDx organiser 
Kirsty James for the best part of a 
decade and have been impressed 
with her passion for the town and 
the local business community and I 
am certainly looking forward to TEDx 
becoming another positive event for 
Warrington.

Protesters outside the Parr Hall

www.priestley.ac.uk
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Community centre opened in memory of Shannon 
Bradshaw facing closure due to funding crisis

IN the 20th anniversary year of the tragic death of Warrington 
youngster Shannon Bradshaw, a community centre opened in 
her memory 10 years ago could be forced to close due to a 
funding crisis.

Now founder Patti Bradshaw 
is appealing to the local business 
community to get behind the 
Shannon Bradshaw Community 
Centre at Penketh to help save it 
from closure, while also raising 
funds for the Shannon Bradshaw 
Trust, which helps raise funds 
to support families with poorly 
children.

To help support the local 
community, prices at the cafe are 
kept as low as possible, with a 
“belly-busting” full English breakfast 
costing just £6.50!

Patti is now appealing to the 
local community, in particular, local 
businesses to get behind the centre 
to help keep it open.

To help start the ball rolling, 
the Shannon Bradshaw Trust has 
become the latest beneficiary of a 
£500 Warrington Worldwide Legacy 
Project grant.

After experiencing firsthand the 
effects of having a child with a 
life-threatening condition and the 
trauma felt by the whole family, Patti 
and her husband Alan Bradshaw 
wanted to help other children and 
their families who sadly found 
themselves in similar situations.

Since 2002 the Shannon 
Bradshaw Trust has been raising 

had just turned 7, before that she 
had been a happy, healthy little 
girl.

After being told a bone marrow 
transplant was her only hope of a 
cure, but with no suitable donor 
on the register, her aunt Jackie 
organised Blood Donor clinics 
throughout the North West. This 
resulted in almost 7000 people 
registering with the Anthony 

money through fundraising events 
that have helped many sick children 
and their families throughout the 
North West.

In February 2002 Shannon was 
diagnosed with a life-threatening 
condition Aplastic Anaemia. She 

Nolan Trust, an organisation 
specialising in matching patients 
with suitable bone marrow donors. 
Unfortunately, by the time a perfect 
match was found Shannon was too 
ill to have the life-saving operation 
and sadly, on the 17 July 2002, just 
5 short months after first diagnosis, 
she lost her brave battle.

Donations can be made online 
via www.justgiving.com/sbtrust

www.warringtonsownbuses.co.uk
www.basnw.co.uk
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Summer events in 
Warrington

While the sunny skies and warm temperatures do more than 
make our environment a pleasant place, there’s nothing we 
love more than breaking out those beloved shorts, t-shirts, 
and dresses so our skin can see the light of day. Not to mention 
It’s the perfect time to get out of the house and participate in 
activities/events with your family and friends. 

So, what’s on in Warrington this 
season? We’ve put together a list 
of events on your doorstep for the 
perfect staycation! 

 Warrington Vegan Market
June 25th, Warrington Market

The Warrington Vegan Market takes 
over Time Square, by Warrington 
Market and right in the heart of the 
town. The event brings up to 30 
stalls, including a wide variety of 
vegan street food vendors, artisan 
bakers, craft brewers, ethical 
jewellers, sustainable chandlers, 
local artists, zero-waste champions, 
environmental charities and loads 
more.

Culture Warrington Events
June 25th – September 24th, 

Warrington Museum & Art Gallery
The museum first opened in 1848 
and is a big part of our town, 
always hosting unforgettable events 
and showcasing creative exhibits. 
Throughout the summer, you will 
have the chance to visit a range of 
exhibitions, most of which are free! 

Including “When You Light A 
Candle, You Also Cast A Shadow” 
on the June 25th, which is a piece 
about celebrating nature and its 
resilience. It’s a call to awareness 
about the dangerous state of our 
climate, our habitat, and our 
planet.

Warrington Walking Day 
July 1st, Warrington Town Hall

This day is always a family 
favourited and guaranteed to be an 
exciting day for the whole family. 
Schools, churches, and community 
and faith groups will come together 
from 9am. We just need the sun… 
fingers crossed!

Warrington Young Traders Market
July 2nd, Warrington Market

After a successful Warrington 
Young Traders Market on June 
5th, Warrington Market will host 
the Northwest Regional Final on 
Saturday, July 2nd. A collection of 
winners from both the Warrington 
heat and from across the region 
will come together for the chance 
to win a spot at the national finals!

Secret Comedy Club
July 8th, Golden Square

Although July’s Secret Comedy 
Club has sold out, we can’t resist 
telling you about it as there will be 
another chance to go on September 
30th. 

 The Golden Square’s next Secret 
Comedy Club is on July 8th, and 
this headliner is too big to keep 
behind the door… It’s only the Hot 
Water Comedian legend, Paul 
Smith! The funny scouse man mixes 
his trademark audience interaction 
with more hilarious true stories from 
his everyday life. If you’ve seen 
Paul live before, you’ll know what 
to expect… Hysterics from the start. 
We can only imagine how excited 
everyone is for this one.

Summer Fair in the Square
August 12th – September 4th, 

Golden Square
ROLL UP, ROLL UP! It’s time for 
some good old fashion fun at 
your favourite shopping centre this 
season. Complete with fairground 
rides, coconut shy, hook-a-duck, 
food & drink and more, head 
down for nostalgia galore between 
Friday, August 12th and Sunday, 
September 4th, and show the kids 
how summer should be spent!

Symphonic Ibiza
September 10th, Golden Square

Following the massive success of 
the 1st Symphonic Ibiza, Golden 
Square, along with HC Promotions 
have announced the next 
Symphonic Ibiza on September 
10th. 

Symphonic Ibiza fuses a 
thrilling live orchestra with high 
tempo beats from renowned club 
DJ Andy Joyce. Their credentials 
include residencies at Ibiza super-
clubs Pacha, Amnesia, Eden and 
Café Mambo, directed by musical 
genius Steve Etherington.

 Family fun, marvellous markets, 
arts and culture, al fresco food 
& drink... there’s something for 
everyone in Warrington this 
summer. So, check out the website 
at www.wearewarringtonbid.
co.uk/events and follow them on 
social on @wearewarrington to 
make sure you make the most of 
the fantastic season of events and 
activities.

Advertiser’s announcement

www.wearewarringtonbid.co.uk
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Business

The PRCA DARE Awards, driven 
by leading industry body the Public 
Relations and Communications 
Association (PRCA), looks to find 
and reward the very best in UK PR 
and communications, with all entries 
being judged by a panel of industry 
peers and experts.

The digital communication 
agency bagged the top spot for its 
continued growth and stand-out 
integrated marketing campaigns. 
Judges praised the agency for its 
use of global management practices, 
constantly learning and adapting its 
approach and delivering great value 
for clients. 

The award win comes just days 
after No Brainer was ranked in 
the top 50 of PRWeek’s Top 150 
agencies outside of London, taking 
44th spot out of all the UK agencies 
listed.

No Brainer was also awarded 
‘Healthcare Campaign of the Year’ 
at the recent PRmoment Awards 
for its work with MAC Clinical 
Research, exposing the brand to new 
audiences through traditional and 
non-traditional PR activities, including 
influencer relations. The agency 
is also currently the Chartered 
Institute of Public Relations (CIPR) 

‘PR Consultancy of the Year’ for 
the northwest, an award covering 
creative agencies of all sizes. 

Gary Jenkins, managing director 
and co-founder of No Brainer, said: 
“It’s such an exciting time for our 
business. We’re pushing boundaries, 
growing the right way, and working 
hard to keep our clients and team 
happy, and to have this recognised 
by our peers and leaders of our 
industry is fantastic. 

“Securing the PRCA’s Medium 
Consultancy of the Year really is a 
nod to just how far we’ve come in 
the past year, bouncing back from 
the pandemic with new clients, some 
amazing new hires, and a lot of hard 
work. 

“We’ve got big plans for the 
coming year and placing in the top 
50 of PRWeek’s ‘Top 150 Agencies 
Outside of London’ list not only 
shows how far we’ve come but gives 
a clue into how far we’re planning 
to go. On the back our recent award 
wins, we’re looking to expand our 
team and take the business to new 
heights.” 

For more information about No 
Brainer and its team, visit www.
nobraineragency.co.uk/

WARRINGTON-based digital PR, SEO and content agency, No 
Brainer, has been awarded Medium Consultancy of the Year at 
this year’s PRCA DARE Awards.

No Brainer continues winning 
streak with latest industry award

                @nobraineragency
Call: 01925 635599   
Email: team@nobraineragency.co.uk
www.nobraineragency.co.uk

When it comes to award-winning  
PR, content and SEO, it’s a…

www.nobraineragency.co.uk
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Business Business

John Laverick

01925 442 243
www.warringtonandco.com

by John Laverick - Warrington & Co

Although for some in the world 
these problems would be welcome 
if they were the worst they had to 
face. Warrington & Co witnesses 
this frequently, with key employers 
reporting fuel prices trebling and our 
infrastructure projects experiencing 
raw material increases every few 
days. Nationally, this has created 
the unwelcome combination of 
a stagnating economy and high 
inflation. It seems that we need 
to contract terms for things at the 

WARRINGTON-based professional services provider, Optionis Group has 
launched a large-scale recruitment drive, creating 20 new jobs.

Optionis Group, which owns leading accountancy brands including SJD 
Accountancy, Nixon Williams and Parasol Group, is expanding its team in line 
with an ambitious growth strategy for 2022 and beyond.

The group, which provides premium, specialist tax and accountancy services 
for several thousand contractors and freelancers around the UK, is recruiting for 
accountancy roles, as well as positions within its sales and marketing function 
following rising demand.

Greet Brosens, Chief Sales Officer at Optionis Group, said of the new roles: 
“This is a really exciting time to be joining Optionis Group, as we continue to 
serve the tax and accountancy needs of the UK’s self-employed work force.

“We’ve seen huge demand across our brands over the past 12 months 
following some industry changes, and it’s great to see so many contractors 
recognising the value of trustworthy, expert accountancy and payroll advice.

“To keep up with this growing demand, we’re delighted to be expanding our 
team and look forward to welcoming new talent from across the North West.”

Like many businesses, Optionis has focused on becoming a digital-first 
business in recent months with many of its staff working remotely, although its 
headquarters in Warrington continue to be serviced by staff daily.

For more information about Optionis, visit: https://optionis.co.uk/jobs/

This year is proving to be a real challenge for both residents and 
local businesses as the cost of living crisis escalates, largely driven 
by the extreme energy price rises.

moment so this becomes stagflation, 
which I can just about handle, but 
I refuse to use the term Jubiplats in 
relation to the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee celebrations, which I hope 
you all enjoyed. 

Locally, however, Warrington 
is better shielded than many other 
locations, with a large logistics 
sector still benefitting from growing 
home deliveries and a nuclear cluster 
protected by 25 year government 
projects. The town centre was not 

as badly affected by the pandemic 
and there are several exciting new 
arrivals at Time Square. Parlour are 
just about to commence fit-out of their 
new bar/restaurant, next to Costello’s 
and Revolutions have confirmed that 
they will be coming to Time Square. 
We also hope to announce a further 
letting in the coming months. This 
interest in the Town Centre came 
back pretty quickly and has been 
constant, almost certainly helped 
by an award winning Market and 
comprehensive cultural programme, 
including the recent and always 
popular Neighbourhood Weekender.

In previous updates you’ve heard 
about our success in securing funding 
such as the Town Deal and the Zero 
Emission Bus Regional Areas (ZEBRA) 
and we continue to speak with 
Government about future spending. 
We have been allocated nearly 
£6.5m from the Shared Prosperity 
Fund and over £900,000 to improve 
adult literacy. Yes, it’s around a 
third less than we received from the 
European Union, however there are 
fewer restrictions on how we can 
spend it. Warrington has a strong 
reputation with Government for 
public and private partnerships and 
we’ll utilise this again to agree how 

best to invest the money.
It was great to return in person 

to our 24th Annual Property Review 
and if you missed it, the report can 
be downloaded from our website 
and the video viewed on our YouTube 
channel. The next big date for your 
diaries will be the Warrington 
Business Conference, pencilled in for 
the 16th September at Time Square. 
It will be interesting to see if the sense 
of optimism that has endured through 
a couple of significant economic 
headwinds is still present. My sense 
is that it will be. We received some 
excellent feedback last time and if 
you would like to be a sponsor for 
2022, do get in touch.

As always thanks for your support 
and have a great summer.

Still plenty to be positive about 
despite challenging times 

Optionis Group to create 20 new jobs

http://www.sharplesgroup.com
www.dantegroup.net
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College hosts first ever International 
Wine & Food Society Competition

WARRINGTON & Vale Royal College hosted a spectacular 
showcase of culinary creativity in its industry-standard 
Buckley’s Restaurant.

Students from six colleges 
across the North came together 
to compete for the top spot in 
the International Wine & Food 
Society’s highly anticipated Black 
Pudding Competition final, which 
was judged by Michelin-starred 
chef Paul Heathcote MBE and top 
local chef Aiden Byrne.

The star of the show was the 
key ingredient: black pudding, 

As guests arrived at the college 
and Buckley’s Restaurant began 
to fill up, there was a real buzz 
of excitement in the air. All the 
competitors handled themselves 
professionally and showed a 
real enthusiasm for their craft; as 
demonstrated by the outstanding 
finished dishes that left a lasting 
impression on the judges.

The college wishes to extend a 
huge congratulations to students 
Zach Doherty, Caitlin Clarke and 
Ben Keenan for their outstanding 
efforts. The students wonderfully 
represented Warrington & 
Vale Royal College with their 

which was kindly donated by 
competition sponsors The Bury 
Black Pudding Company. The 
aim of the competition was to 
introduce students to the potential 
and versatility of the ingredient. 
Competitor’s were tasked with 
producing a starter or main 
course that perfectly infused and 
celebrated black pudding; a 
challenge they overcame in style.

professionalism, preparation and 
presentation. Competitors now 
have to wait for the results, which 
will be announced at a special 
awards lunch on Tuesday 28th 
June.

Well done to all involved and 
huge thanks from Warrington 
& Vale Royal College to the 
International Wine & Food Society 
for organising the event, The 
Bury Black Pudding Company for 
sponsoring the event and to all 
competing college representatives 
for attending what was a truly 
remarkable day.

www.charlottenicholsmp.com
www.stroccos.org.uk
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Warrington turns red white and blue for Jubilee celebrations
NUMEROUS events, activities 
and street parties took 
place across Warrington 
to celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
– and local residents didn’t 
let rain dampen their spirits!

As well as various events and 
streets parties a number of beacons 
were also lit across from the town.

For more pictures
check out

www.warrington-
worldwide.co.uk

and search ‘jubilee’ Penketh beacon

Residents of Sycamore Lane hold a street party

A beacon lit at Croft

www.andycarter.org.uk
www.belong.org.uk/jobs
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Warrington turns red white and blue for Jubilee celebrations

Local residents flying the flag

Lymm village was packed for the lighting of a beacon

www.beechwoodindustries.co.uk
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All set for 31st Disability Awareness Day
WARRINGTON Disability Partnership will host its 31st Disability 
Awareness Day on Sunday, July 17.

Since its humble beginnings 
three decades ago DAD, as it is 
affectionately known, has grown 
immensely and has taken place in 
13 countries worldwide, the latest 
being Cameroon. DAD Warrington 
is recognised as the world’s largest 
voluntary-led pan-disability event.

The historical Walton Hall and 
Gardens will once again, be the 
location for the event, which offers 
a tented village housing over 240 
exhibitors promoting independent 
living, a “Can Do” Sports Zone 
with Scuba Diving in our onsite 
pool, Inclusive Cricket, Wheelchair 
American Football, Wheelchair 
Basketball, Total Tai Chi, Martial 
Arts, sports for blind and visually 
impaired people, Wheelchair, 
Physical Disability and Learning 
Disability Rugby League.

 “The back-story to DAD is a great 
example of just how far a ‘can do’ 
attitude can take you,” says Event 
Founder and Co-ordinator, Dave 
Thompson MBE DL. “What started 
out as a one-off, one-day event is 
now one of the highlights of the 
international disabled community’s 
calendar – inspiring similar events 
as far afield as Cameroon, India, 
Uganda and Gibraltar!

“There is no greater satisfaction 
for me than seeing ‘DAD’s Army’ 
of over 100 volunteers coming 
together to support people to 
enjoy and access our week-long 
programme of events – all of which 
are about celebrating diversity 

headphones (supplied) and select 
from three channels of music at the 
volume of their choice. Our Visual 
Arts Marquee offers painting, 
photography, poetry, and reading, 
including nationally acclaimed, 
Grandad Wheels storytelling.

One of the highlights of this 
year’s show will be WDP’s 
Disability Heritage Project which 
includes a display of vintage 
mobility equipment including a 
1970’s Invacar AC70, a 1917 
three-wheeled invalid trike and a 
pre-WW1 wicker wheelchair.

DAD is free to enter and includes 
a free event programme. Check 
out the range of complementary 

and promoting independent 
living. A huge thank you to all of 
our sponsors – including principal 
sponsors Expanse Learning and 
United Utilities- there is something 
for everyone during ‘DAD and 
DAD Week’ and I urge people of 
all ages to take the opportunity to 
join us at Walton Hall Gardens”.

DAD caters for families and 
people of all ages, with over 120 
disability support charities, being 
pan-disability means there will be 
something for everyone, including 
mental health, sensory impairments 
as well as neurodiverse, physical 
and learning disabilities. Dozens 
of businesses will be promoting 
a wide range of mobility and 
independent products, wheelchair-
accessible vehicles, car 
adaptations and Motability car 
dealerships, alongside statutory 
service providers, health, social 
care, education and employment.

The crowds in the Arts Marquee 
will be treated to acts including 
nationally acclaimed Ella Together 
Performance Group, plus Creating 
Adventures Beautiful Noise Choir, 
Carly Ryan, Dream Team Drama, 
BSL Signing Choir, Stars Drama, 
Signature Brass Band, and more. 
The Centre Arena entertainment 
included the Reach Sled Dogs, 
Birds of Prey, Physical Disability 
Rugby League and Martial Arts. 
A marquee will be dedicated to 
Silent Disco which offers visitors 
the opportunity to wear wireless 

services; BSL interpreters, 
wheelchair and scooter loans, free 
park and ride and free buses from 
Warrington town centre.

The main day follows a week-
long programme of events 
including Merseycare’s Ignite Your 
Life, Metal Health and Well-being, 
Comedy and Curry Night in aid 
of the 2022 Physical Disability 
World Cup hosted by international 
star Adam Hills, Carers Well-being 
Day, and much more. For more 
details about Disability Awareness 
Day and Week visit www.
disabilityawarenessday.org.uk To 
exhibit or advertise, call Kate on 
01925 240064.

Founder Dave Thompson

www.disabilityawarenessday.org.uk
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Hundreds join Race for Life at Victoria Park
HUNDREDS of people from across Warrington and further 
afield turned out for Cancer Research UK’s Race for Life event 
at Victoria Park.

The charity’s much-loved event 
returned to the town at Victoria 
Park with women, men and children 
choosing from a variety of activities 
from 3k, 5k and 10k events.

One in two people in the UK 
born after 1960 will get cancer in 
their lifetime. Money raised at Race 
for Life enables scientists to find 
new ways to prevent, diagnose 
and treat cancer- helping to save 
more lives. People of all ages and 
abilities took part in the raceforlife.
org

The event was greeted by 
sunshine for much of the day with 
many of the participants dressed in 
pink and fancy dress.

Cancer Research UK’s Race 
for Life, in partnership with 
Tesco, raises funds for world-class 
research to help beat 200 types of 
cancer – including bowel cancer, 
breast cancer, prostate cancer, 
lung cancer, testicular cancer, brain 
cancer, and children’s cancers and 
leukaemia.

Pictures: John Hopkins

www.beechwebservices.co.uk
www.lymmplants.co.uk
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the Pink

Friends rally to raise 
£7,000 for Motor 
Neurone Disease

FRIENDS of former amateur Rugby League player Trevor 
Waiting from Warrington rallied to help raise £7,000 for the 
Motor Neurone Disease (MND) Association.

Trevor has had MND for nearly 
5 years and in his younger years 
played Rugby League for Crosfields 
for many years.

Two of his life-long friends who 
played rugby with Trevor, Tony 
Timmins and John Mather recently 
arranged a fundraising event to 
raise valuable funding to support 
the fight against MND.

The event at Grappenhall Cricket 
Club brought together over 120 
people including Trevor, his wife 
Irene, daughter Nicola and son 
Mark with lots of their family as 
well as lots of Trevor’s rugby mates 
over the years from amateur clubs 
across Warrington – Crosfields, 
Rylands, Latchford and Woolston.

All those at the event shared 
a meal, lots of laughs with two 
brilliant comedians – Leslie Gibson, 
“the man of a thousand voices” 
(finalist in Britain’s Got Talent 2011) 

and Gary Marshall, entertaining 
everyone who attended.

Ray Fisher did a fantastic job 
along with Tony and John in 
arranging brilliant auction and 
raffle prizes. Ray’s talent as MC for 
the afternoon along with his skills as 
an entertaining auctioneer ensured 
that over £7,000 was raised 
which will be donated to the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association to 
support their fight against MND.

Irene, Trevor’s wife said: “What 
John and Tony did for Trevor and 
the MND Association was just 
amazing. We all had a fantastic 
afternoon amongst friends and 
raised an unbelievable amount of 
money. Everyone was so generous 
and Trevor and I can’t thank John, 
Tony, Ray and everyone who was 
there enough for what they did and 
their generosity.”

http://aspire-computers.com/
www.beechwebservices.co.uk
www.fdrlaw.co.uk
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Essay prize for 
philosophy student

A PRIESTLEY College student has won a Philosophy essay 
competition set by one of the UK’s finest universities.

Cameron Matthews, who studies 
Philosophy alongside History, 
English Literature and Psychology, 
won the prize awarded by the 
University of Sheffield – one of the 
Russell Group institutions.

His 1,500-word essay attempted 
to answer the question of whether 
free will exists?

“I liked the challenge of 
answering the question and 
obviously there is an element of 
this being something I can put 
on my personal statement,” said 
Cameron.

“It’s an interesting question 
because we like to think that we all 
have free will, but there are things 
outside our control that mean this 
isn’t the case.”

The Sheffield Philosophy Essay 
Competition is an annual event and 
received a record entry this year of 
186.

Judges said all the essays were 
of an ‘exceptionally high quality’ so 
competition was fierce.

Eventually they named 10 
winners who each received a 
£25 voucher and invitation to a 
virtual workshop organised by 
the university’s Department of 
Philosophy, involving academics 
and current students.

They said Cameron’s essay was 
well written and followed a clear 
line of argumentation.

Their only notes were to suggest 
a slight restructure of his essay to 
introduce a key piece of evidence 
earlier in the work.

Overall they scored the former 
Cardinal Newman Catholic High 
School pupil’s essay 77.

Cameron, who is aiming to 
progress to one of the UK’s top 
universities to study Philosophy or 
Psychology, is on Priestley College’s 
Graduate Programme.

www.disabilitytradingcompany.co.uk
www.lovecarpets.co.uk
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£inancially yours
By David Watkinson

Inheritance Tax and Gifts!
It has been some time since 
we looked at Inheritance 
tax, which is payable on the 
value of a person’s estate 
on their death.
It is payable at a rate of 
40% on the excess of the 
estate above the current 
threshold of £325,000  
For instance, if the estate 
is valued at £375,000 then 
you will pay 40% on the 
£50,000.
If you have a private 
residence and you leave 
that to your children or 
grandchildren then the 
£325,000 threshold can 
increase to £500,000.
Any assets owned by 
the taxpayer at the date 
of death are valued and 
included in the estate.  In 
addition, if you have given 
any assets away in the 
previous seven years then 
these are also included in 
the estate, subject to taper 
relief for gifts made between 
three years and seven years 
before death.  
Gifts made more than seven 
years before death are 
exempt from Inheritance 
Tax, unless they are Gifts 
with Reservation. These are 
gifts of an asset from which 

you continue to receive a 
benefit.  
An example would be gifting 
your house to someone but 
then continuing to live in 
it. Gifts with Reservation 
always remain wholly in 
your estate.
Some relief is available to 
spouses and civil partners.  
Firstly, transfers between 
spouses or civil partners 
are exempt from Inheritance 
Tax. Secondly, any unused 
allowances on the death 
of the first person can be 
utilized by the remaining 
partner on their death. For 
instance, if one partner 
passes £125,000 to third 
parties, with the balance 
going to the surviving 
partner then the balance of 
£200,000 can be added to 
that partners tax free band.
Some gifts are exempt from 
Inheritance Tax and are not 
added to the estate even if 
made within the previous 
seven years.
Firstly, any gifts to charities 
and political parties are 
exempt from Inheritance 
Tax. There is no limit to the 
value of the gifts, so if you 
gift the whole surplus of your 
estate above the tax free 

threshold to any charity or 
political party then you will 
not pay any Inheritance Tax.
Secondly, all small gifts of 
£250 or less to an individual 
are exempt. Only one gift 
each year can be made to 
the same person, and you 
must not have used any of 
the other gift exemptions 
listed below in that year 
to that person.
Thirdly, you can give away 
an Annual Allowance up to 
£3,000 in each tax year 
free of tax. This can be in 
one amount to one person, 
or made up of several gifts 
totalling £3,000.
Any unused allowance can 
be carried forward, but 
only for one year. Also, the 
allowance cannot be used 
to reduce the taxable value 
of a larger gift, so (subject 
only to any unused relief 
brought forward from the 
previous year) if you make a 
gift of (say) £4,000 then the 
£3,000 exemption cannot 
be used to reduce it’s value.  
It is all or nothing.
Four th ly,  addi t ional 
Wedding Gifts can be made 
to someone who is getting 
married as follows:
• £5,000 to a child

• £2,500 to a grandchild 
or great-grandchild

• £1,000 to anyone else.
Any unused Annual 
Allowance can be used if 
the gift exceeds the above.
Finally, Normal Expenditure 
Out of Income are exempt.  
To qualify, they must be 
regular payments made to 
the same person and are 
paid out of regular income 
having met all of your usual 
living costs.
Essentially, you can avoid 
surplus income from 
increasing your estate value 
but cannot decrease it by 
this means.
The above is a brief precis 
of a very complex area.  
Importantly, you will need 
to keep a record of gifts 
which show what you gave 
and to whom you gave it, 
when you gave it, and the 
value of the gift.

WatkinsonBlack have considerable experience in all areas of taxation and business services. This includes providing 
a very cost-effective payroll bureau service, as well as assisting to ensure compliance with the latest Making Tax 
Digital legislation. If you are employed or self-employed either as a sole trader, partnership or limited company 
and want to arrange a no-obligation initial meeting on any taxation or accounting matter then please contact us by 
telephone on 01925 413210 or by e-mail to info@watkinsonblack.com. Please note that these ideas are intended 
to inform rather than advise and you should always obtain professional advice before taking any action.

Margaret Black and David Watkinson

www.watkinsonblack.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED Call 01925 631592 to advertise

SEWING MACHINES

J&P Sewing Machines

www.jpsewingmachines.com
Tel: 01925 633831

New & Used Sewing Machines
Overlockers, Embroidery Machines

& Dressforms
Servicing of all makes

2 Suez Street, Warrington WA1 1EG
(J1/21)

VEHICLE SALES

(G*)

ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All 
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and 
testing and PAT testing. All work certifi ed and 
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906 
or 01925 601055 (G3/21)

MORTGAGES
TALKING MORTGAGES - INDEPENDENT 
MORTGAGE ADVICE. For local, impartial 
and professional advice on all aspects of 
mortgages contact Darren Simpson 07708 
975122 (G8/21)

To 
advertise 

in the 
classifi ed 
section
from as 
little as 
£15+vat

Call us 
now on
01925 
631592

TYRES

(G*)

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est over 
35yrs. Have your carpets & sofas beautifully 
deep cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & 
colour restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/
steam. Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
 (J4/22)

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company 
cleaning carpets, hard fl oors, Upholstery 
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE 
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved 
carpet cleaners for Hancock and Woods 
for over 10 years. Call John on 07765 
314080 (J2/22)

Warrington Town 
retain bulk of squad 

for new season
WARRINGTON Town have confirmed that at least 14 of the 
squad that reached the Northern Premier League play-off final 
will remain at the club.

They have issued their retained 
and released list ahead of the 
new campaign, which kicks-off on 
August 13.

A total of 11 players, including 
skipper Mark Roberts and strikers 
Josh Amis and Jordan Buckley, 
have agreed terms for next season.

Long-serving Bohan Dixon and 
Mitch Duggan, midfielders Jay 
Harris and Sean Williams, and 
defender Evan Gumbs will also 
remain in Yellow.

Matthew McDonald, who played 
just once in an injury-hit campaign, 
remains along with Luke Duffy and 
recent signing Michael Howard.

Injured trio Jack Mackreth, Dom 
Reid and Mo Ali, who suffered 
a season-ending injury back in 
September, are all continuing their 
injury rehab with the club.

Defender Matt Regan and 
midfielder Ben Hough have left to 
join Ashton United, despite being 
offered new deals by the Yellows, 
and they have been joined by 
James Baillie, who was released.

Left-back Lewis Coulton has 
returned to Preston following his 
loan spell, and reserve goalkeeper 
Josh Ollerenshaw has also 

departed.
Meanwhile, the Yellows were 

shortlisted for the Northern Premier 
League Club of the Year award.

They finished runners-up to 
eventual winners Stamford at the 
NPL’s end of season presentation 
awards in Birmingham recently

Warrington Town season tickets 
and new shirts are now on sale 
for the new season via the club’s 
official website.

www.247print.net
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