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WHILE it would be easy to focus on the negatives I would 
rather focus on the positives taking place in our town at the 
moment, especially as we hurtle towards the festive season.

That’s not to say some of the 
negative things going on aren’t 
important, and as always we 
endeavour to cover the issues 
facing our town on our online daily 
news service, which is continuing 
to grow in popularity, not just in 
Warrington but around the world.

Our social media channels are 
also extremely busy and while free 
speech is vitally important, hateful 
and hurtful comments are totally 
uncalled for and after adopting a 
zero-tolerance policy on our Lymm 
Life page, we will be doing the 
same on our other pages - and we 
will not hesitate to handover the 
details of those we believe to be 
guilty of hate crimes to the police.

Anyway back to positivity - of 
which there is plenty to be positive 
about in Warrington.

The recent Warrington Business 
Conference at Times Square was a 
huge success and this area of the 
town continues to go from strength 
to strength - especially at the town’s 
market which has become the 
heartbeat of our town centre.

Meanwhile our Legacy Projects 
are also highlighting the great work 
going on in the town and it was a 
humbling experience handing over 
the latest grant to Lisa Billing, the 
mother of Private Daniel Wade who 
tragically died on active service 
in Afghanistan, for the Marshall 
Gardens project.

This will go towards helping 
create a remembrance garden near 
the town’s cenotaph, where people 
can spend time reflecting on lost 
loved ones. Our £500 donation 
will go towards a flower bed. I look 
forward to watching this project 
develop, just a short walk from our 
offices on Bridgefoot.

Meanwhile, applications are 

still open for Legacy Project grants, 
with another six to hand out in the 
coming months. For details email 
info@warrington-worldwide.co.uk

www.cheshirenaturalhealth.co.uk
www.priestley.ac.uk
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Town centre transformed by 
arrival of new businesses

AN influx of new businesses in Warrington town centre 
over the past year has transform helped the face of the high 
street despite the challenges presented by the pandemic and 
lockdown restrictions.

With around a dozen new 
businesses now operating in the 
town centre Warrington has again 
been bucking the national trend 
as the town centre re-invents itself 
alongside a thriving new market.

Warrington BID Project Manager 
Amy Dawber said of the new 
businesses: “it is truly inspiring to 
see so many great businesses thrive 
during a difficult time for the high 
street. We are proud to see such a 
strong assortment of independently 
owned businesses prosper and this 
is all down to the support of the 
local community.

“Warrington has a proud 
heritage of supporting independent 
business and is fast becoming one 
of the most desirable locations to 

set up shop in the North-West. With 
all of the challenges facing the high 
street we are inspired to not only 
see ours surviving but coming out of 
the other side stronger than ever.”

Among the new businesses that 
have opened in Warrington are 
The Coffee House, Mamars Bread 
& Cheese, Gourmand!, Trilogy Bar, 
The Grand, New Cod On The Block, 
Liquor Library, Terry’s Traditional 
Fish & Chips, Wok’s Cooking, 
Mojos and Cocktail Limited as well 
as a new PCR testing centre.

The influx of new independent 
businesses is helping to buck the 
trend of high street closures, with 
more than 3,600 shops reported to 
have closed on the high street in the 
first half of 2021.

With many chain stores facing 
the threat of closure due to the 
pandemic and the shift towards 
online shopping, many local 
residents are welcoming a new era 
of independently owned businesses 
breathing new life into the high 
street.

To discover what new businesses 
are opening in Warrington, you can 
follow We Are Warrington on their 
Facebook and Instagram pages or 
sign up to their newsletter at www.
WeAreWarringtonBID.co.uk

www.basnw.co.uk
www.lymmosteopathicpractice.co.uk
www.warringtonsownbuses.co.uk
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NHS Urgent Treatment Centres in Runcorn and Widnes are 
here to help you when you need urgent but not emergency 
treatment.

Both are open 8am to 9pm, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year 
(including bank holidays). Please 
arrive before 8pm to allow time to 
be seen before closing.

Urgent Treatment Centres (UTCs) 
provide x-rays and you can be seen 
here for a wide range of issues that 
require urgent treatment, but are not 
life-threatening, such as:
•	 Minor cuts or wounds
•	 Bites, stings, rashes and allergic 

reactions
•	 Minor burns and scalds
•	 Sprains, strains and joint pains
•	 Ear or eye injuries and infection

Where to find your Urgent Treatment 
Centres:

Runcorn Urgent Treatment Centre
Nightingale Building,

Hospital Way, Runcorn, WA7 2DA
Telephone: 01928 714567

Widnes Urgent Treatment Centre 
Health Care Resource Centre, 
Oaks Place, Caldwell Road

Widnes, WA8 7GD
Telephone: 0151 495 5000

If you travel by car, there is onsite 
parking (sat nav WA8 7GD)

There is also an Urgent Treatment 
Centre in St Helens at the Millennium 
Centre.

You can find current waiting times 
for Runcorn Urgent Treatment Centre, 
as well as Warrington Emergency 
Department at www.whh.nhs.uk

Not sure where to seek help
or advice?  

If you’re worried about your health 
this winter, don’t delay, your local 
NHS is there to make sure you get 
the care you need.

Winter conditions can be bad 
for our health, especially for people 
aged 65 or older, and people with 
long-term conditions.

If you need urgent medical advice 

and are not sure which is the best 
place for you to seek help and 
advice, then please contact NHS 
111 free at 111.nhs.uk or call 111. 
NHS 111 is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.

You will answer questions about 
your symptoms on the website, or 
by speaking with a fully trained 
advisor on the phone. Depending 
on the situation, you receive health 
information and advice and will find 
out what local service is right for you.

NHS 111 can also provide 
appointment slots for patients at local 
Urgent Treatment Centres, where 
appropriate.

If you’re experiencing a 999 

emergency, which means that it 
is critical or life-threatening, then 
phone 999 for emergency help.

Making the right choices helps 
us all. Please let’s do it together this 
winter.

Your local Urgent 
Treatment Centres
Here to help you stay well this winter

Advertiser’s announcement

Anyone who has a cough, high 
temperature or any symptoms 

of COVID-19 should only attend 
Runcorn Urgent Treatment 

Centre when they can provide 
evidence of a recent negative 

PCR test. This requirement 
applies only to Runcorn UTC.
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Business

The company based at Taylor 
Business Park has now announced 
two new senior appointments 
following an unprecedented 35% 
growth in turnover during the 
pandemic.

Jamie Boyd, 40, Founder & 
Managing Director of Today Team, 
has also taken on a new full-time 
apprentice and Logistics Co-
ordinator. They are now looking to 
recruit more owner-drivers to add to 
their growing team.

The recruitment drive coincides 
with the firm turning ‘Sweet 16’ 
earlier this year.

Today Team’s latest appointments 
are Logistics Team Manager Mark 
Hurd and Marketing Manager Sian 
Page.

Adam Aspinall, 22, has been 
employed as Apprentice Logistics 
Controller through logistics 
specialists Mantra Learning and 
Leah Wegener has been appointed 
as the new Logistics Co-ordinator.

Having worked remotely 
to start with, the new recruits 
are now getting to know each 
other in person at Today Team’s 
headquarters, which is located at 
Taylor Business Park, Risley.

WARRINGTON-based PR, SEO 
and content marketing agency No 
Brainer has made two new senior 
hires – Digital PR specialist, Victoria 
Attwood and former North West 
Business Editor at Business Live, 
Tom Houghton.

Ella Howatson also joins as the 
agency’s first digital apprentice.

Digital PR and content specialist, 
Victoria Attwood, joins the No 
Brainer from digital marketing 
agency Cedarwood Digital as 
Account Director. Victoria brings 
over eight years’ experience to 
the role and will help drive the 
agency’s Digital PR offering.

“I am delighted to welcome our 
new team members and I look 
forward to working with them to 
shape the future of the business,” 
smiled Jamie. “I would also like 
to thank our existing staff for 
their continued support and hard 
work, alongside helping their new 
colleagues to settle into their roles.

“Just like in every other business, 
the pandemic took its toll initially; 
however, we have been able to 
turn things around and go from 
strength to strength – smashing all 
our monthly targets.

“I am proud that, compared to 
2019, we are now in a position to 
report a healthy increase in turnover 
– giving us a strong foundation to 
build upon as we head into our 
busiest time of the year.”

Jamie is now looking to further 
strengthen his frontline workforce 
with opportunities for owner-drivers. 
Are you an owner-driver who goes 
the extra mile? Would you like to 
work flexible hours/days? If this 
sounds like you, get in touch today 
at info@todayteam.co.uk For more 
information on Today Team, visit 
www.todayteam.co.uk

Tom Houghton, former North 
West Business Editor at Business 
Live – which encompasses the 
Manchester Evening News and 
Liverpool Echo – joins the agency 
as Senior News and Content 
Manager.

WARRINGTON-based logistics company Today Team has 
announced record revenue in the wake of the pandemic, and 
is now on the lookout for more owner-drivers in the area.

Local logistics company on 
lookout for more owner-drivers

No Brainer growth bolstered by 
two new senior hires

www.nobraineragency.co.uk
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Business Business

John Laverick

01925 442 243

www.warringtonandco.com

by John Laverick - Warrington & Co

 I am sure that the policies and 
legislation will eventually come down 
the line, but the fact that it took place 
and caused as much interest as it 
did, has I think jump started a more 
serious approach to de-carbonisation 
and, content aside, it reminded me of 
the importance of strategic leadership 
in enabling a huge number of people 
to work together to achieve what, on 
the face of it could be seen as an 
insurmountable problem.

For those of you who may have 

So, COP 26 came and went but what was the impact? Despite 
the agreements and last minute amendments and I am sure 
lots of burning of midnight oil, I think the real impact was one 
of publicity.

missed it, the Warrington Business 
Conference took place a couple 
of weeks ago and was both well 
attended and well received. It was 
interesting to see that without prior 
co-ordination several key themes that 
I touched on last month emerged as 
priorities from a number of different 
perspectives. Top of the pile was 
unsurprisingly carbon impact of 
both transport and housing. As 
we touched on last month, the 
Industrial Revolution was a massive 

turning point in the development 
of this country and of vast benefit 
to humanity, but it came at the cost 
of a global explosion in emissions 
of greenhouse gases. The UK was 
the first country into the Industrial 
Revolution and one of the first 
countries heading out, with annual 
CO2 emissions per capita back 
below the levels of the 1860s. I think 
we are now on the cusp of a new 
revolution or evolution that mitigates 
our carbon impact as the industrial 
revolution did on our wealth.

And as always happens with major 
shifts in social focus, there were a 
number of people who have already 
started businesses or adapted 
businesses to take advantage of 
the emerging situation both to 
make money from it, but also most 
importantly to enable the transition 
to a low or zero carbon economy. 
These were evident in abundance 
at the Business Conference. It is 
perhaps timely then to note that at 
we have been successful in our bid to 
electrify the Warrington Own Buses 
fleet and house them all in a new 
depot which should be complete late 
next year and this will generate jobs 
and investment all of its own.

It was also a great showcase for 
Cineworld, freshly re-opened (well a 
couple of months ago). The quality 
of the theatres and the experience of 
entering the cinema really is first class 
and provided a great experience for 
those people who are not familiar 
with Time Square and what it offers. 
Humility prevents me from saying 
which was the best part of the 
conference and it may not have been 
as entertaining as James Bond, but I 
hope more informative.

Look out for the Christmas Market 
coming to Time Square, should be a 
good draw into the other things that 
Time Square can now re-offer.

Working towards a greener 
future in Warrington

http://www.sharplesgroup.com
www.dantegroup.net
www.todayteam.co.uk
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College construction centre granted 
Cabinet approval for £3.66m funding
WARRINGTON Borough Council’s Cabinet has approved 
the business case to support the delivery of an Advanced 
Construction & Civil Engineering (ACCE) Centre as part of the 
Warrington Town Deal.

The business case, which will 
now be submitted to the Department 
for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities (DLUHC), will unlock 
£3.66m funding for the development.

The ACCE centre, which will be 
developed by Warrington & Vale 
Royal (WVR) College, will help to 
drive collaboration between the 
college, employers and the council 

The ACCE centre will help to 
raise awareness of, and access 
into, careers in the construction and 
civil engineering sectors, supporting 
unemployed residents to progress 
into employment in local construction 
and civil engineering businesses.

Nichola Newton, Principal and 
CEO at WVR college, said: “We are 
delighted that Cabinet approval has 
been secured for the ACCE centre, 
a ground-breaking project that will 
establish a centre of excellence for 
the construction and civil engineering 
sectors at our Warrington campus.

“The onward development of the 
ACCE Centre provides a fantastic 
opportunity for the college to work 
with employers and key stakeholders 
to co-create an education and skills 
training offer that will enhance the 
sectors’ use of digital technologies 
for improved productivity and 

to develop, commercialise and 
promote digital technologies for the 
construction and civil engineering 
sectors. The ACCE centre will also 
support construction and engineering 
partners to build high-quality, 
smart, efficient homes and building 
infrastructure more quickly, cost-
effectively and sustainably than ever 
before.

sustainability.”
Cllr Tom Jennings, cabinet member 

for economic development and 
innovation, said: “Cabinet approval 
for the ACCE centre is the next vital 
step to bringing this game-changing 
scheme to Warrington.

“It will support the next generation 
of construction and civil engineering 
professionals and will play a key role 
in the region as a facility that will 
support future infrastructure delivery 
in Warrington and beyond. The 
council has worked very closely with 
partners, not least WVR college, in 
helping to draw together proposals 
for the ACCE centre and I am 
pleased to see that our close working 
continues to pay off.”

To find out more about the 
Warrington Town Deal, visit 
warrington.gov.uk/my-town

www.belong.org.uk/jobs
www.andycarter.org.uk
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With the New Year around the corner, you may find yourself pondering 
about 2022, your career and what that might look like. 
Perhaps you are aiming for a promotion, but need to improve your management skills? Perhaps you are 
considering university, a change of direction and would like to study something new to help move towards 
that change? Or perhaps you would just like to learn a new skill?

Whatever your motivation, take some time to discover what’s on offer this winter at  
Warrington & Vale Royal College.

We have courses across a variety of subject areas including:

Accounting

Business & 
Administration

Cookery 

Creative Arts

Counselling

Digital & IT

Education &  
Childcare

First Aid

Floristry

Hair & Beauty

Health &  
Social Care

Human Resources

Languages

Leadership & 
Management

Marketing

+ Many more...

We also offer a number of FREE* distance learning courses which can be studied independently and at your 
own pace at home or within the workplace.   

With unprecedented demand for many of our courses, be sure  
to enquire early as places fill up fast!

Make 2022 the year about you!

wvr.ac.uk 01925 494 400

Your health & well-being is our priority. 

Warrington & Vale Royal College continues to follow Government guidelines in ensuring the availability of hand sanitisers across college, 
regular cleaning of classrooms and the wider college, as well as close monitoring of the ventilation systems. Face coverings are optional.

*Terms & conditions apply

Tuesday 7th December, 
5.00PM - 8.00PM

ADULT ENROLMENT 
EVENING
wvr.ac.uk/adults 01925 494 400

www.wvr.ac.uk
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Council provides 
clarity following 
complaints over 
non-collection 
of blue bins

AFTER numerous complaints about non-collection of blue bins 
in the Appleton and Stockton Heath areas of Warrington, the 
borough council has moved to provide clarity on what the bins 
can be used for.

Local residents and Lib Dem 
councillors called on the Council 
to be clearer about what cannot be 
recycled in a blue bin after dozens 
of bins were left uncollected in 
recent weeks.

Stickers placed on ‘contaminated’ 
bins say what can be recycled 
but are not explicit about what is 
forbidden.

Cllr Ian Marks (Lib Dem) said: 
“From talking to the blue bin man 
who emptied my bin, I understand 
that they are under strict instructions 
to refuse to empty contaminated 
bins. They open the top and if they 
see material like crisp packets and 
polythene bags, they slap a sticker 
on the bin. I have had complaints 
from residents asking why their bins 
have not been emptied. I have been 
walking round looking inside bins 
with stickers and I can see what 
the problem is. I understand why 
this policy is being put into effect 
because anything that improves the 
Council’s recycling rate is welcome.

“However, I strongly believe 
there needs to be much more clarity 
about the policy otherwise there 
will be big problems. We need 
another sticker that explicitly states 
what common items that are not 
acceptable in blue bins. As well 

as crisp packets, confectionary 
wrappers, polythene bags, gloves 
worn by carers and polystyrene 
there will be other items which the 
bin-men will know about. There is 
also confusion about whether black 
plastic food containers should go in 
a blue bin or not.

“I have written to the Council 
asking them to produce another 
sticker as a matter of urgency to 
give clarity to the public.”

A Warrington Borough Council 
spokesperson said: “Blue bins that 
contain items that we do not accept 
are left unemptied and stickered.

“Unfortunately, the amount of 
incorrect items in blue bins in 
Warrington has increased over the 
last 18 months. We are working 
with our contractor to make sure 
that we reduce contamination rates, 
which has resulted in some bins not 
being collected recently. We want 
to remind residents that items we 
can accept in blue bins are:

Glass bottles and jars
Food and drinks cans
Plastic bottles
Plastic food tubs eg margarine tubs, 
yogurt pots
Drink cartons
Paper and cardboard

“Other items containing plastic 
and other materials may be 
recycled elsewhere. For example, 
plastic bags, wrappers and crisp 
packets can’t go into blue bins, 
but they can be recycled in-store at 
most supermarkets.

Our crews only sticker blue bins 
that contain items that we do not 
accept, so if a blue bin has not 
been emptied and it has a red 
sticker on, please remove any items 
that are not listed on the sticker.”

For more information and a full 
list of what you can and can’t put 
into your blue bin, please visit 
warrington.gov.uk/blue-bin

www.beechwoodindustries.co.uk
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www.wearewarringtonbid.co.uk
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Welcoming winter openings
in December

at RAF Burtonwood Heritage Centre

By Heritage Centre manager John Cotterill

As 2021 comes to a close we reflect on the last year as one 
which has been difficult for everybody. Having to adjust to life 
with COVID 19 has been a challenge for everyone, not least 
the Heritage Centre.

With a lot of hard work and 
determination from our volunteers we 
have managed to reopen and regain 
the momentum we had pre COVID. It 
has been rewarding and humbling to 
see people visiting us as the Country 
eased out of lockdown. 

We would like to give a special 
thanks to everyone who has visited 
us since we reopened at the end of 
June.

Especially pleasing has been the 
number of school visits we have 
had in the last 6 months with more 
scheduled to pay us a visit throughout 
December. 

This year, for the first time, we will 
be opening up the Heritage Centre 
to the general public, in December. 

The dates of our winter opening 
will be as follows: 
•	 27th and 28th November
•	 3rd, 4th and 5th December
•	 10th, 11th and 12th December
•	 17th, 18th and 19th December
The opening hours will be 2:30 until 
5.00pm.

We will then be closed for our 
usual winter maintenance work, 
from 20th December 2021 to 19th 
February 2022. This will allow us 
to carry out essential tasks, as well 
as introduce a new building with 
another fantastic display, as we seek 
to improve and expand upon what 
the Heritage Centre has to offer. 

We will reopen on the 19th 
February 2022, recommencing with 
our normal opening hours of 2:30-
5:00pm, Wednesday to Sunday.

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a 
very Merry Christmas and most 
importantly a happy and healthy 
2022, when we look forward to 
welcoming many more new and 
returning visitors.
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www.parrhall.culturewarrington.org
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HOT on the heels of a new bus depot Warrington is now set to 
benefit from an all-electric bus fleet thanks to more than £20m 
in Government funding to transform travel in the borough.

The Department for Transport has 
announced Warrington Borough 
Council has been successful in its 
application for £21.5m in Zero 
Emission Bus Regional Area (ZEBRA) 
funding, first announced by the Prime 
Minister in 2020, to support the 
introduction of up to 4,000 zero-
emission buses across the country.

It paves the way to the replacement 
of Warrington’s Own Buses’ entire 
fleet of diesel buses with 120 
new electric buses and has been 
welcomed by politicians across the 
town, including council leader Russ 
Bowden and Warrington South MP 
Andy Carter.

Warrington’s Own Buses – a 
municipal bus operator, wholly 
owned by the Council – covers 85% 
of the bus mileage in the borough, 
so the conversion of its fleet to all-
electric will bring a huge boost to 
the council’s ambitions to introduce 
greener and cleaner transport 
options throughout the borough.

Independently of ZEBRA, the 
council is committed, as part of the 
Warrington Town Deal to delivering 
a new bus depot – relocating the 
Warrington’s Own Buses depot from 
its current site to a purpose-built new 
depot on Dallam Lane. Work on the 
site will begin in December, and 
the successful ZEBRA bid means the 
council can forge ahead with plans 
to equip the new depot with electric 
vehicle charging infrastructure, 
ready to house the new fleet of zero-
emission buses.

The council’s commitment to 
green energy will also see the new 
buses charged by green electricity, 
including from the council’s solar 
farm in Cirencester. Solar canopy/
panels will be installed at the new 
depot, funded by the council, to 
further enhance the green credentials 
of the scheme.

The ZEBRA scheme supports a 
wide range of council policies aimed 
at transforming travel, reducing 
carbon emissions and improving 
air quality, including the Climate 
Emergency declaration, the Local 
Transport Plan (LTP4), the draft 
Electric Vehicle Strategy, the Air 
Quality Action Plan, and the Central 
6 Regeneration Masterplan.

Cllr Bowden, said: “Securing this 
funding is absolutely fantastic news 
for Warrington. It will enable us to 
make huge strides in decarbonising 
our transport system as we work 
towards a zero-carbon future.

“The introduction of an all-electric 
bus fleet, charged by renewable 

energy, will bring massive benefits 
to our town. It will improve air 
quality, supporting our work to 
tackle the climate emergency. It will 
also provide more environmentally 
friendly, modern and attractive bus 
services, encouraging more local 
people to choose this mode of 
transport.

“At the same time, this project 
will put our town at the forefront 
of delivering sustainable, zero 
emissions public transport, further 
enhancing our reputation as forward-
thinking location to live, work, and 
do business.”

Along with the significant reduction 
in pollution, the all-electric bus fleet 
will bring further modernisation 
benefits to make them a more 
attractive proposition for passengers 
– including audible and visible 
route and next stop announcements 
and a second priority space for 
wheelchairs, giving better access for 
all.

Chair of Warrington’s Own Buses, 
Cllr Cathy Mitchell, said: “We 
welcome this funding, which will 
bring transformational improvements 
to bus services in Warrington.

“The investment in an all-electric 
bus fleet has the potential to be a real 
game-changer, improving air quality 
and reducing carbon emissions while 
providing a modern bus service 
we can all be proud of. It will help 
transform perceptions of public 
transport in our town, supporting our 
work to drive growth in bus usage.”

Mr Carter, said: “Local people 
have consistently told me that they 
want to see frequent, reliable bus 
services across Warrington South. 
This is a fantastic announcement 
for the town. On the back of 
this commitment we’ll see a big 
investment into modern, clean and 
efficient public transport in our town 
– which will allow the money saved 
from operating an older diesel fleet 
can go into providing better services 
where they are most needed.”

This investment follows £5million 
secured from HM Government to 
create a new electric bus depot 
for the town last year, freeing up 
brownfield land for affordable homes 
to be built.

Mr Carter added: “I’ve worked 
closely with Department of Transport 
Ministers, Warrington’s Own Buses 
& Council Officers who submitted a 
plan which I was happy to endorse to 
secure around £25million investment 
for our town. 

£21.5m zero emission 
funding secures all-

electric bus fleet!Top Quality 
eye care at 
Maskell + 
Josephson

www.maskelloptometrists.com
anthony@maskelloptometrists.com

Maskell + Josephson, Warrington
Unit 20/21 Warrington Market, WA1 2NT

0161 549 2560

By Anthony Josephson
Maskell + Josephson Optometrists opened in Warrington Market in 
September 2020, having had a site in Altrincham since 1983 and prior 
to that being based in central Manchester.
The objective of the business is to offer top quality eye care and 
corrective options (glasses and contact lenses). 
Long gone are the days where a person’s glasses are simply functional 
pieces of kit. Whatever your need for glasses (driving, reading, 
computer work) we believe that glasses should look good and suit the 
individual’s personality and requirements, as well as their prescription. 
We also know that sometimes there’s no one perfect option for 
glasses and that a person’s best results can be achieved with different 
pairs for different purposes. That’s why after you’ve bought one pair 
we offer half-price on all of our additional sets of lenses.
We’re not just a styling opticians. We offer some of the latest 
technology when it comes to looking after your eyes meaning when 
you’re seen by us you’re guaranteed to have one of the most thorough 
eye examinations around. There really is no other opticians like us in 
Warrington.
We’re proud to be one of the only private-only opticians in the 
country and the only one in Warrington. Private eye care really isn’t 
that expensive when compared to other costs of life and what’s more 
important than one’s ability to be able to read things, recognise 
people’s faces, drive safely and many other things we all take for 
granted for as long as we can do them. We’re also proud to be one 
of the only practices in the country to offer huge bene� ts to those 
members on our monthly care plan. The plan costs just over £6 per 
month and covers all of your appointments and eye care (with an 
upgrade fee for contact lens wearers). All of our glasses can be paid 
off in monthly, interest-free, installments too.
We’re also one of the only certi� ed myopia control practices in the 
area offering different options to children who are becoming short-
sighted to slow down their rate of progression and protect the health 
of their eyes in the long-term.
Whether you’re struggling with glare when driving at night, at risk of 
develop hereditary eye problems like glaucoma, fancy trying our over-
night corrective contact lenses, or have very speci� c visual demands 
there’s always a best option and we’ll not settle until we get there.
For anyone who values their eyes and their eyesight we’re here to 
look after you, help you see as well as you possibly can and make you 
look and feel good whilst doing so.
For more information please get in touch.

www.maskelloptometrists.com
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AFTER more than 30 years of campaigning Save Peel Hall 
campaigners have been left “devastated and stunned” 
after losing a public inquiry over a proposed 1,200 housing 
development in the area.

Following a lengthy public 
inquiry, the appeal inspector has 
ruled that Satnam Developments 
can have outline permission for the 
development, with her decision 
upheld by the secretary for state, 
Michael Gove.

Local residents Wendy Johnson-
Taylor, a leading light in the Save Peel 
Hall Campaign Group said: “We are 
utterly devasted and stunned. There 
are no words in the Thesaurus that 
can adequately describe how we feel 
right now. We are just numb.

“This decision will have a 
devastating impact on North 
Warrington, and the rest of our town, 
in a truly disastrous way. The stability 
of where we live will be shattered. 
Our lives will never be the same 
again and we lose an important, 
vital green space that has given us 
cleaner air, wonderful wildlife and 
peace for decades. We also lose 
another valued green amenity in 
Ballater playing fields – to make way 
for more houses and an access that 

for a 1,200 home multi-use 
neighbourhood. The appeal inquiry 
came after the developer was 
successful in obtaining a High Court 
ruling.

Council Leader Cllr Russ 
Bowden,said: “At all stages, and 
for many years, the council has 
robustly rejected a series of planning 
applications at Peel Hall.

“In February 2017, an application 
for 1,200 homes was refused, 
leading to a public inquiry in mid-
2018. The council again defended 
its position and we were very 

is woefully inadequate to serve this 
Frankenstein monster of a scheme.

“Our residents’ health will see 
no protection from noise and air 
pollution that will be generated by 
this nightmare development. I fear 
more people will suffer from the 
effects of this and unfortunately, we 
know, that unacceptable levels add to 
unnecessary premature deaths, and 
as for the future highway network’s 
stability, well that has well and truly 
been stamped on. The future will 
witness sheer chaos on our road’s 
day in, day out”.

“All I can say is we did our best. 
We’ve fought for over 30 years. It’s 
been hard slog. I can only thank our 
key members and Rule 6 stalwarts 
Jim Sulivan, Margaret Steen, Jon 
Parr, Geoff Settle, Dave Sawyer, 
planning consultant Peter Black and 
campaigner Ste Dodd. They have all 
been selfless pillars of our community 
for years.”

Landowner Satnam was seeking 
outline planning permission 

disappointed when Satnam legally 
challenged the decision to not build 
on the site.

“Regarding why Peel Hall had 
to be included in the latest draft 
Local Plan, this was done on legal 
advice, as not to include it would be 
a possible threat to a further legal 
challenge by Satnam. We are very 
concerned and angry that, despite 
our continued rebuttal, the decision 
to allow development has now been 
made by the Secretary of State, and 
we share the frustrations of our local 
campaign groups.”

Campaigners left “devastated and 
stunned” as Peel Hall given green light

www.fdrlaw.co.uk
www.charlottenicholsmp.com
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Nice ‘n’ Naughty bouncing back
WITH a presence in 
Warrington since 2003 
located on the outskirts of 
the town, Nice ‘n’ Naughty 
made the decision to relocate 
to a more prominent area of 
the town and to completely 
overhaul their business 
model in 2019.

This decision to relocate to 
Sankey Street was initially met 
with some local objection as an 
adult shop on the High Street was 
not to everyone’s liking, but as a 
company, working with the local 
council, builders and traders the 
shop front was in keeping with 
other local businesses, the signage 
was discreet, while the window 
displays have been kept classy and 
beautiful ensuring inclusivity for all.

Online Business development 
Manager Trish Murray said: “Our 
doors were due to open just as 
Covid 19 hit the UK and although 
we did manage to trade for a 
few short days prior to going into 
lockdown it was not the grand 
launch we had planned for.

“Forced closure before you have 
opened your doors properly was 
a huge blow to us, as it was to 
so many local businesses, but we 
knew that we needed to ensure that 
we protected our staff who are all 
Warrington born and bred with 
families to care for and this was 
our priority.

“We were lucky enough, via our 
website, which is also based in 
Warrington, to remain accessible 
online during the pandemic offering 

home delivery across the country 
and we tried to brighten the mood 
and keep a positive outlook for our 
followers across our Social Media 
platforms.

“At the same time, we took 
this as an opportunity to take the 
website through its own transition, 
by productively focusing our 
energies on redeveloping and 
relaunching it, with the help of 
another local business ensuring that 
we supported those around us.

Trish added: “When we were 
able to open our doors back in 
June 2020, it was great to see 
customers old and new in the store 
and although many people we 
saw were understandably wary of 
the new rules that Covid 19 had 
brought with it, they also were 
happy to be able to exercise their 
re-established freedom to interact 
and communicate in person. 

“Staff and customer safety were 
paramount, and we followed the 
guidance to the letter to ensure that 
everyone who stepped through our 
doors was protected.”

www.stroccos.org.uk
www.nicennaughty.co.uk
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www.warrington.gov.uk/market
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the Pink

To get your 
business

on track and in the 
‘Pink’ contact

James Bryan on
01925 631592 

Garolla garage doors are strong 
and solidly built. They’re made to 
measure in our own UK factories. 
The electric Garolla door rolls up 
vertically taking up only 8 inches 
inside your garage. 
Our expert installers will fit your 
new door and take away the old 
one so there’s no mess. 

Give us a call today and we’ll  
come and measure up completely 
Free. 

APPROVEDOnly £895 for 
a fully fitted 
electric door.
Gotta get a Garolla.

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA

CALL US TODAY 

01925 205 009

www.garolla.co.uk

WAS £1,354 
INC VAT£895

Offer valid for openings up to 
2.6m wide & inc: 2 remote 
controls, 55mm white slats, 
internal manual override.

WHAT’S INCLUDED:

FREE MEASURING & FITTING

TWO REMOTE CONTROLS

ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION

AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

MOBILE

07537 149 128

NOW ONLY

http://aspire-computers.com/
www.beechwebservices.co.uk
www.garolla.co.uk
www.dalrod.co.uk
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WARRINGTON Disability Partnership’s famous accessible 
Grotto is back at Walton Hall and Gardens from Saturday, 
November 27.

Tickets costing £8 per child, 
include free admission for two 
adults, a wrapped present and 
a chat with Santa. Autism hour 
and schools are welcome by 
appointment.

Funds raised will support the 
local charity and the opportunity 
to visit Santa and his elves in his 
Grotto at Walton Hall and Gardens 
in the run-up to Christmas.

Book online today and secure 
your time and date at www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/santas-grotto-
2021-tickets-209211817177

For autism hour enquiries, please 
contact Ellen Houghton on 01925 
240064, or by email e.houghton@

disabilitypartnership.org.uk
Meanwhile, have some festive 

fun and help to raise funds for 
Warrington Disability Partnership 
by booking to take part in Santa 
Dash on Sunday 12th December at 
Walton Hall Gardens.

You can walk, push, jog, run or 
even cycle the 3km route, all at 
your own pace. The entry fee is 
£10 which includes a five-piece 
Santa suit, donated by sponsors 
Birchwood Shopping Mall, to 
wear whilst you take part in the 
challenge.

To take part visit www.
disabilitypartnership.org.uk/events 
/santadash.

Return of 
Santa’s Grotto 

and Santa Dash 
at Walton Hall 

& Gardens

www.disabilitypartnership.org.uk
www.disabilitypartnership.org.uk
www.disabilitytradingcompany.co.uk
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£inancially yours
By David Watkinson

Are you VAT Registered?  If so, then 
you WILL be affected by Making Tax 
Digital from next April
Every VAT registered business 
will be liable to report their 
VAT liability under the Making 
Tax Digital (“MTD”) legislation 
for all VAT periods beginning 
on or after 1st April 2022.  
The purpose of MTD 
according to HM Revenue 
and Customs is to “tackle the 
tax gap caused by errors and 
failures to take reasonable 
care”, although they also 
claim that businesses will 
benefit from greater accuracy 
and improved productivity.
All businesses that newly 
register for VAT will be 
automatically signed up for 
MTD.  Existing businesses 
must sign up for it, although 
your agent can do this on 
your behalf.  With regard 
to the form that records can 
take, spreadsheets remain 
acceptable provided that 
bridging software is used 
to link the totals on the 
spreadsheet to those 
declared on the electronic 
VAT Return.  There must be 
no typing or retyping of 
the figures.  The electronic 
VAT Return prepared must 
be “API” enabled, meaning 
that it can communicate with 
HM Revenue and Customs 
using their digital interface.  
Of course, MTD enabled 
accounting software can 

be used instead, and this 
will automatically be “API” 
enabled.  WatkinsonBlack are 
experienced in dealing with 
MTD and will provide initial 
and continuing assistance as 
required to all existing and 
new clients.
Fortunately, the minimum 
record keeping requirements 
are not too stringent.  In fact, 
they are no more than should 
be kept by all businesses.
As far as sales, or outputs, 
are concerned, retailers 
can continue to keep their 
manual till or cashbox, and 
individual sales do not need 
to be recorded.  However, 
they must then digitally record 
their daily gross takings, 
and they can do this on a 
spreadsheet or in a suitable 
accounting software package.  
Non-retailers must digitally 
record their sales invoices 
and these must be sequentially 
numbered.  Details to be 
recorded are the tax point 
for the sale, the net amount 
excluding VAT, and the rate 
of VAT charged.
Record keeping requirements 
for purchases, or inputs, are 
equally straightforward.  Each 
invoice must be recorded and 
must, as a minimum, include 
the tax point of the invoice, 
the net value of the purchase 

or expense, and the amount 
of VAT being claimed.
Whilst there are a very small 
number of exemptions, mainly 
on the basis of age, disability 
or remoteness of location, the 
time and cost of compliance 
are not relevant factors 
in obtaining exemption.  
Therefore, unless you are 
either old or decrepit you must 
expect to be caught by MTD.  If 
you are registered voluntarily, 
and your turnover is below 
the VAT deregistration limit 
of £83,000 per annum, then 
you may wish to consider 
deregistration.  However, the 
VAT registration limit is going 
to remain at the current level 
of £85,000 per annum until at 
least April 2024.  Therefore, 
if you expect your turnover to 
exceed that limit in the near 
future then you may decide 
that deregistration is not an 
option.
And that is enough serious 
talk this close to Christmas.  
And so now for something 
completely different!...
Once upon a time, deep 
in the middle of the forest, 
there was a remote monastery 
where the monks followed a 
rigid vow of silence. Each 
year, on Christmas Day, the 
monks allowed one member 
of their order, by rotation, to 

speak but only one sentence.  
Then silence ensued again 
for another year.
One Christmas, it was the turn 
of Brother Thomas to speak. 
“I love the delightful mashed 
potatoes we have every year 
with the Christmas roast!”, he 
said and then he sat down.
Silence ensued for the next 
365 days.
The following Christmas, 
it was the turn of Brother 
Michael to speak.  “I think the 
mashed potatoes are lumpy 
and I truly despise them!”, 
he said before once again 
sitting down.
Silence ensued for another 
365 days.
The following Christmas, 
Brother Paul had his turn to 
speak.  He stood up and said, 
“I am totally fed up with all 
this constant bickering!” 
The directors and staff at 
WatkinsonBlack would like 
to wish you all a very Merry 
Xmas and hope that you 
all have a prosperous and 
healthy 2022.

WatkinsonBlack have considerable experience in all areas of taxation and business services, including providing a very cost-
effective payroll bureau service.  If you want to arrange a no-obligation initial meeting on any taxation or accounting matter then 
please contact us.  Our office is now open during all normal office hours.  Please note that these ideas are intended to inform rather 
than advise and you should always obtain professional advice before taking any action.

Margaret Black and David Watkinson

www.watkinsonblack.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED Call 01925 631592 to advertise

SEWING MACHINES

J&P Sewing Machines

www.jpsewingmachines.com
Tel: 01925 633831

New & Used Sewing Machines
Overlockers, Embroidery Machines

& Dressforms
Servicing of all makes

2 Suez Street, Warrington WA1 1EG
(J1/21)

VEHICLE SALES

(G*)

ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All 
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and 
testing and PAT testing. All work certifi ed and 
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906 
or 01925 601055 (G3/21)

MORTGAGES
TALKING MORTGAGES - INDEPENDENT 
MORTGAGE ADVICE. For local, impartial 
and professional advice on all aspects of 
mortgages contact Darren Simpson 07708 
975122 (G8/21)

PAINTING & DECORATING
BRUSH UP GIRLS. Female Painter and 
Decorators covering Warrington and 
surrounding areas Professional quality work 
assured No job too small Call today on 
07554 486 626 or fi nd us on Facebook
 (G9/21)

TYRES

(G*)

CLEANING SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est over 
30yrs. Have your carpets & sofas beautifully 
deep cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & 
colour restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/
steam. Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
 (J5/21)

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company 
cleaning carpets, hard fl oors, Upholstery 
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE 
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved 
carpet cleaners for Hancock and Woods 
for over 10 years. Call John on 07765 
314080 (J2/22)

CATERING
C JAYS CATERING PARTY CATERER
With years of experience, we can cater for your 
all your event needs. From sandwich, meat, 
cheese and savoury platters, to hot buffet food 
and cup cakes. Drop us a line at enquires@
cjaysc.co.uk or 07875 332199  (JB12/21)

PUBLIC NOTICES
LICENSING ACT 2003: NOTICE 
OF APPLICATION FOR GRANT 
OF A PREMISES LICENCE: LiveWire 
(Warrington) CIC has given to Warrington 
Borough Council an application for the 
grant of a Premises Licence for Bewsey 
and Dallam Community Hub, Longshaw 
Street, Warrington, Cheshire. WA5 0DY.
The licensable activities which it is proposed 
will be carried on at the premises are:

Fitness Suite Classes, Group Fitness/
Exercise Classes, Swimming Classes and 
Public, Swimming, Plays, Films, Live Music, 
Recorded Music, Performance of Dance/
Dance Classes.

The Licensing Register of Warrington 
Borough Council is held at East Annexe, Town 
Hall, Sankey Street, Warrington, WA1 1UH 
and, where applicable, at www.warrington.
gov.uk.   The record of the application may 
be inspected during normal offi ce hours at 
the Council’s above address and, where 
applicable, at any time on the above website.

Representations which shall be made 
in writing may be made by a responsible 
authority or any other person to Warrington 
Borough Council to be received at their above 
address by no later than 10/12/2021.

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to 
make a false statement in connection with an 
application; the maximum fi ne for which a 
person is liable on summary conviction being 
£5,000.  (JB12/21)

LICENSING ACT 2003: NOTICE OF 
APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF 
A PREMISES LICENCE: Corks Out has given 
to Warrington Borough Council an application 
for the variation of a Premises Licence for 
Corks Out, 96 London Road, Stockton Heath, 
Warrington, WA4 6LE.

The licensable activities which it is proposed 
will be carried on at the premises are:
Amend the hours for outside Licensable 
activities to: Garden area 22:00 Sunday to 
Saturday Terrace area to 22:00 Sunday to 
Wednesday, & 23:00 on Thursday and 00:00 
Friday to Saturday.

The Licensing Register of Warrington 
Borough Council is held at Town Hall, East 
Annexe, Sankey Street, Warrington, WA1 1UH 
and, where applicable, at www.warrington.
gov.uk. The record of the application may 
be inspected during normal offi ce hours at 
the Council’s above address and, where 
applicable, at any time on the above website.

Representations which shall be made 
in writing may be made by a responsible 
authority or any other person to Warrington 
Borough Council to be received at their above 
address by no later than 16.12.21

It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to 
make a false statement in connection with an 
application; the maximum fi ne for which a 
person is liable on summary conviction being 
£5,000. (JB12/21)

OFFICE/SPACE TO RENT
THE NEW MEDIA CENTRE, OLD ROAD, WARRINGTON, WA4 1AT

APPROXIMATELY 1,500 SQ FEET

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
OR TO VIEW PLEASE CONTACT ALAN

07710 241 865 or alan@247print.net

• FULLY REFURBISHED

• CLOSE TO TOWN CENTRE

• AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

• AIR CONDITIONED 

• OPEN PLAN OFFICE

• SEPARATE BOARDROOM

• RECEPTION AREA

• 24 HOUR ACCESS

Manager Carden 
leaves Yellows for 
AFC Telford United

WARRINGTON Town have confirmed that manager Paul 
Carden has left the club to join National League North side AFC 
Telford United.

The Yellows had announced after 
their 2-2 draw with Mickleover that 
they had received an approach from 
a club in a higher division for their 
highly rated manager.

He has now agreed terms and his 
five-year tenure at Cantilever Park is 
over.

A club statement said: “It is with 
a heavy heart that the club parts 
company with Paul, and we did 
everything we could to persuade him 
to stay.

“He has led the club to its highest 
ever league position, third in the 
Northern Premier League, in his 
two full seasons in charge. No one 
connected with Warrington Town 
will ever forget the NPL play-off final 
win away at South Shields, which in 
any other season would have earned 
both Paul and the club a deserved 
promotion.

“Unfortunately, the pandemic 
robbed Paul of the chance of 
following that up in the past two 
seasons, and finishes with a win 
percentage of just over 50% in 221 
games in charge.

“His focus on doing his best for the 
club and his players throughout his 
time meant that it was only right for 
the club to do the same for him when 
receiving the approach.

“Paul had a great relationship 
with everyone at the club and will 
be sorely missed. He and his family 
will always be welcome at Cantilever 
Park.”

Carden’s assistant Mark Beesley 
will take interim charge of Warrington 
Town’s next games.

Meanwhile, the club has also 
requested that no approaches are 
made to its players by Carden until 
the end of the season.

www.247print.net
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