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Fresh Tasty Homecooked Food

Shelly’s Meal Deal!

#ShopLocal

Home Made Soup,
Sandwich, Cake,
Tea / Coffee
All for less than £10!

IF anyone had any doubts on the value of restoring Warrington’s 
Historic Golden Gates – Warrington Walking Day showed they 
are worth every penny of the £500,000 spent on restoring 
them to their former glory.

While I can understand people 
questioning such expenditure in 
times of austerity it is extremely 
important to protect our town’s 
history and heritage.

The council is often criticised 
when old historic buildings are 
bulldozed to make way for 
“progress” but very often when old 
buildings disappear, they are in 
private ownership.

Our Golden Gates are iconic 
and had fallen into a poor state of 
repair – in fact they were becoming 
dangerous. Also the money used 
to restore them was from different 
funding pots and heritage grants 
and couldn’t have been used to 
help the homeless or feed the 
hungry, which are different and 
important issues in their own right.

Now the Golden Gates have 
been completely restored and what 
better way to see them than on a 
sunny Warrington Walking Day – 
and boy was it sunny.

Having covered Walking Day 

for more than three decades, 
sunny ones have been few and far 
between – so it was wonderful to 
see the sunshine gleaming off the 
Golden Gates.

It was also good to see families 
of those related to the history of 
the gates attending the re-dication 
ceremony.

Meanwhile the Rector for 
Warrington Revd. Paul Wilson 

re-dedicated the gates, as his 
Warrington Walking Day swansong 
as he moves on to pastures new in 
Lincolnshire after six short years.

While his time in Warrington has 
been relatively short compared to 
his predecessors, he has been a 
great ambassador for the town and 
we wish him well for the future.

Video and picture coverage of 
the event can be viewed on our 
website.

www.belvoir.co.uk/warrington
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A GROUP of Warrington women, 
who became known as the 
Burtonwood GI Brides are pictured 
at the White Hart pub, prior to 
embarking on a new life across the 
Atlantic.

Now Aldon Ferguson, founder 
and UK President of the Burtonwood 
Association, is seeking help in 
identifying the women ahead of 
next year’s UK Reunion.

Aldon said: “The photograph 
shows a group of GI Brides who 
married GIs from Burtonwood but 
had to wait until after the war before 
they could travel across the Atlantic.

“It was taken in the White 
Hart Hotel in Warrington in late 
1945. They travelled to the US in 
large groups, many on the Queen 
Elizabeth or Queen Mary, to New 
York where they were initially met 
by their husbands.

“The authorities then stopped that 
and told the husbands not to travel 
to New York to meet them. Instead 
they gave the brides, often with 
children, train tickets and sent them 
all over the US to their new homes. 
It must have been quite an ordeal 
as they had never left home before, 
never been to the US and many 
had never seen their husbands in 
civilian clothes as they were always 
in uniform.

“They had a new family to go to 

and could only communicate with 
home by letter. Most marriages 
survived and we still have many 
GI brides as members of the 
Burtonwood Association. They do 
however, tell stories of how hard 
it was at first although they were 
generally welcomed into the family. 
The only problem would be when 
the GI told them he lived in a huge 
ranch in Texas and they found him 
in a poor district in Chicago or 
similar!”

Aldon added: “Of course 
many, many marriages continued 
after the Americans came back 
to Burtonwood in 1948 and still 
continued right into the 1980’s to 
the US Army personnel there.

“We are having our next Reunion 
in Warrington in May 2020 with the 
slogan ‘2020 – Looking Forward’ 
and we will have several GI brides 
join us then.

“It would be wonderful if anyone 
can name any of the brides on this 
photo.

The photograph came from Edith 
Kratzer (front row, 4th from left) who 
married in 1951 but she entitled it 
‘War Brides 1945’ so the date is 
questionable. She was nee Astle, 
married Mack Kratzer Jr (7540th 
Maintenance Group Depot, Feb 49 
– Feb 52) at Warrington Registrar’s 
Office on 4 October 1951. Edith 

worked on the base as a telephone 
operator for four years 1948 – 
1952. Mack died 3 Oct 1996. 
Edith was last known to be living at, 

Kokomo, IN.
If you recognise anyone in the 

photo please email their details to 
aldonpf@aol.com

The Burtonwood GI Brides pictured 
before embarking on a new life

www.amathusfs.com
www.rngroup.co.uk
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Exclusive Travel
Brings you the world of opportunities

Contact Ian: 01925 967102
Book direct: www.exclusivetraveldirect.co.uk

Travel advice and offers: www.exclusivetravel.uk

The Top 12 Countries To Visit Romantic Wedding
or Honeymoons?

We Offer Some Unique Island Escapes

Personal Travel Consultant

According to ABTA in the next 12 months, 46% 
of people are likely to visit a country they’ve 
never been to before, and more than half (53%) 
are likely to visit a new resort or city.

How many of these countries are on your bucket 
list?

1. Bulgaria
2. Costa Rica
3. Denver, Colorado
4. Durbin, South Africa
5. Galicia, Spain
6. Japan
7. Jordan
8. Madeira
9. Poland
10. Thessaloniki
11. Uzbekistan
12. Western Australia

“Totally Independent & Flexible” 

Welcome to Exclusive Travel, a travel 
company opened by Ian Robinson, born and 
bred in Warrington, based on my passion for 

travelling from the age of 21, living in Australia, 
and the lover of the world’s cultures, food, 

wines and glorious sunshine, at some of the 
world best destinations. 

My End Goal...Make it your holiday

I love travel so much, I Offer a free, look 2 
book  service after receiving full email enquiry 

to my website, we can discuss your travel 
plans at home, office, coffee shop or local 
pub, at a date that and time that suits you. 

All our bookings are made with major tour 
operators and cruise lines, offering bespoke 
packages and holidays, which are ABTA and 

ATOL bonded suppliers. 

• Ocean & River Cruises
• Orient Express Breaks
• Motorhome Fly Drive Tours
• Australia Discovery Travel
• Canadian Rockies Adventures
• Japanese & China Tours
• Luxury Island Breaks – Adult Only

Royal Davui Island Resort, Fiji
This secluded boutique resort is located on its 
own private Fijian atoll on the warm Beqa Lagoon. 

With 16 private villas, each with their own plunge 
pool and private dining deck, guests experience 
what’s best described as ‘barefoot luxury.’ 

With a wide range of activities, including private 
picnics on a remote sand cay, snorkelling house 
reef tours and cooking classes, you won’t ever 
want to leave! 

Top Tip:  Did you know?
Save your money before going through security, 
drink your water, and carry through empty bottle, 
top up once through at water fountains provided.

Car Parking, Security Fast Passes, Airport Lounges, Car Hire, Transfers, Holiday Insurance…plus lots more

www.exclusivetravel.uk
www.theparkroyal.co.uk
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SIXTEEN members of Real5 Networking group braved the elements during the 
National Three Peaks Challenge in aid of St Rocco’s Hospice. 

Starting the climb of Ben Nevis at 4pm the team worked their way down 
the country, ascending Scafell at around 3 am and then straight off to Wales 
to finish off with Snowdon, completing the marathon challenge in Under 24 
hours, despite the support vehcile breaking down!

Real 5 Director and Founder Andy Hibbert, who was one of the 16 strong 
team said: “Despite no sleep, some very tired legs and several blister plasters 
later the team completed the challenge and are well on their way to raising 
£5k for St Rocco’s Hospice. 

People can still donate at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/real5networking

Networking group 
scale three peaks in aid 
of St Rocco’s Hospice

www.spirehr.co.uk
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Stephen Fitzsimons
Investment & Growth

01925 442 243

www.warringtonandco.com
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by Stephen Fitzsimons

ECONOMIC regeneration may be 
focused on the future, however it’s 
also important to remember the past 
when considering how to improve a 
town or city. 

This is especially topical as we 
welcome back Warrington’s famous 
gates to their pride of place in front 
of the town hall. They were a gift to 
the Borough in 1895, however they 
were feeling their age and urgently 
needed some TLC. 

I’m sure you’ll agree they look 
fantastic and will now watch over 

the town for generations to come.
Returning to the present, it was 

really encouraging this month to 
read about Warrington in several 
national studies. Management 
Today listed us as one of the best UK 
locations in which to do business and 
Broadband Choices as a good place 
to be seeking employment. Looking 
around the Borough it’s easy to see 
why this is. Recently refurbished 
office space at the Engine Room 
(Birchwood) and Outset are 
attracting local businesspeople 

whilst the Opus Diem digital hub at 
the Pyramid now supports several 
new start-ups. Innovation is a part 
of Warrington’s DNA and it’s really 
important to identify and develop 
the next Martin Dawes, Greenhalls 
or Total Steel.

The Council have just received 
the keys to the leisure component 
of Time Square, meaning that new 
tenants such as Cineworld and the 
Botanist can start fitting out their 
exciting new operations. 

Elsewhere in the town centre, it is 
encouraging to see Golden Square 
welcoming Superbowl UK and 
Wilko to the former BHS building. 
Many other shopping centres in 
the UK are struggling to adapt to 
changing retail trends, however 
our flagship destination is bucking 
the trend and hosts one of the best 
performing Primarks in the whole of 
the UK.

Warrington & Co is here to help 
your business grow and prosper 
so do get in touch if you need any 
assistance. We would also like to 
hear about your successes and 
will help to share any good news 
through our media networks.

Have a great summer and we look 
forward to seeing some sunshine .

Warrington’s Golden future!

www.real5networking.com

Awards keep on coming!
The awards just keep coming for members of real5 Networking. 
Andrew Martin, MD of Quickline Couriers, was awarded member 
of the month for June not only for his great start within the group 
but also as recognition for winning ‘Company of the Year’ at the 
recent National Transport 
Exchange Awards.

Andy and his team 
scooped the award ahead 
of 6000 other contenders 
across the UK.

After just 3 years of 
trading, Andy and the team 
we’re thrilled with the result.

Across the real5 network 
it was another great month 
as Knutsford launched 
and member numbers 
reached an all time high. 
Now with over £7 million in 
new business opportunities 
and 3 established groups 
we look ahead to an even 
better second half of the 
year.

http://www.drumbss.co.uk/
http://www.sharplesgroup.com
www.real5networking.com
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Providing for an Unmarried 
Partner after Death

In the UK, each year more of us are living together and starting 
families without marrying or being in a Civil Partnership. In 
2017 there were over 3.3 million cohabiting couple families 
in the UK. Despite becoming more common, the rights of 
cohabiting couples are not always well understood.

If someone who is married or is 
in a civil partnership dies without 
a Will, their assets are distributed 
in accordance with the intestacy 
rules. Depending on the value of 
the assets of the deceased partner, 
the surviving married/civil partner 
will inherit all or some of the estate.

Legally speaking, unmarried 
cohabiting partners don’t enjoy 
the same rights as a married/civil 
partner. For cohabiting couples, if 
one dies then the surviving partner 
has no automatic rights to the 
deceased partner’s property and 
no automatic entitlement to inherit 
their estate. 

The exception to this is if the 
cohabiting couple owned any 
property jointly. Any joint property 
will automatically pass to the joint 
owner on death.

If the cohabiting partner who 
dies has not made a Will, then 
any assets that they owned in 
their own name will be distributed 
in accordance with the intestacy 
rules. If they have any children 
then their estate will pass outright 
to their children, bypassing their 
cohabiting partner. If they did not 
have any children, their estate 

will pass to their remoter family 
including grandchildren, parents, 
siblings, nieces and nephews and 
so on.

Without a Will in place clearly 
indicating that the deceased 
partner’s share is to pass to the 
survivor, it is very possible that the 
surviving partner may not see any 
of their partner’s estate passing to 
them. If the cohabiting partners 
intend for the survivor to inherit 
their assets, it is advisable that they 
look to prepare Wills to that effect.

When preparing a Will care 
should be taken to make sure that 
it distributes your assets in the 
manner that you intended and that 
it is properly executed. 

At FDR Law our Private Client 
team have the skill and expertise 
required to ensure that your wishes 
are met. If you have any questions 
or are unsure how to prepare your 
Wills, take advice and let us clarify 
matters for you. 

For more information on Wills, 
Inheritance Tax, Estates, Trusts, 
Powers of Attorney or Court of 
Protection matters, contact Stephen 
Mackellar on 01925 230000 or 
email Stephen.Mackellar@fdrlaw.
co.uk

Advertiser’s announcement

www.fdrlaw.co.uk
www.belong.org.uk
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Increase the chances of selling 
your property quickly with a

3D VR experience
Belvoir Sales & Letting in 
Warrington now offer customers 
the chance to sell their property 
more easily with a new Premium 
Marketing Package.

Belvoir based on Sankey Street 
provide a clear, simple, non-fussy 
descriptions of each property. 
Their style is very much simple yet 
effective. Clear and concise.

Belvoir Sales & Lettings Agents 
Warrington now offer an amazing 
Premium Marketing Package by 
Reevo that the Vendor can purchase 
from £125 inc VAT that provides :

 -Professional Photography
-RICS Floor Plan
-High Definition Virtual Tour
-tereoscopic 3D VR Experience
 
On the back of this package, 

they then Social Media the content 
across Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter & LinkedIn. Warrington 

Worldwide kindly share these posts 
across their platforms, therefore 
maximising coverage.

 Belvoir MD Gary Pemberton 
said: “This Premium Marketing 
Package significantly increases 
the property exposure to help Sell 
properties quickly.”

Warrington Mela celebrates 
cultural harmony

The annual Warrington Mela, the town’s multicultural festival, 
celebrated its 9th year in style with a fantastic family day of 
fun, food and entertainment.

Warrington MELA is the town’s 
largest international festival, 
showcasing cultural diversity and 
helping to ‘break down barriers’ 
through music, dance and food.

Mela is a Sanskrit word meaning 
‘gathering’ or ‘to meet’ or a ‘fair’.

Glorious sunshine welcomed 
the traditional procession from 
the Town Hall , through the town 
centre, to Queens Gardens, where 
the celebrants, which included the 
Mayor of Warrington, Cllr Wendy 
Johnson and MP Faisal Rashid as 
well as representatives of the many 
and diverse cultures and faiths 
Warrington is home to, lit up the 
streets.

It made for a wonderful spectacle 

variety of singers and dancers from 
all over the world who wowed the 
thousands in the crowd.

Food stalls provided wonderful 
street food which filled the park with 
wonderful aromas.

Many charities and services set 
up stalls gaining much needed funds 
and awareness.

The event was once again 
brilliantly organised and delivered by 

both visually with the stunning 
costumes on display and audibly 
thanks to the Rhythm of Warrington 
Drum band accompanying the 
walkers.

Opening the proceedings  
organiser Mo Hussein, the Mayor, 
Cllr Wendy Johnson, Cllr. Tony 
Higgins and ‘Uncle’ Hazan Khazi 
welcomed everyone to the family 
event and praised the town and 
its people for their tolerance and 
diversity.

With unity and togetherness the 
order of the day it made a sharp 
contrast to some of the hatred and 
division seen to be on the rise in 
recent times.

Performing on stage was a huge 

the Warrington Ethnic Communities 
Association.

WECA aims to support culturally 
diverse communities (black, minority 
and ethic) to promote community 
cohesion in Warrington. It was 
formed in January 2004 to act as 
an umbrella body for ‘grassroots’, 
community and voluntary ‘minority’ 
groups in Warrington.

www.priestley.ac.uk
www.outsourcedutilities.co.uk
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Warrington Buyers Club is...

Proud Supporter of
Warrington Buyers Club

A little message for founding partners...
Alba Spinal Health Centre - Castlebridge - Beneficial Blends - F11 Photography - Beech Web Services - Vintage with Grace Chalkpaint - Creative Tattoo
- Greenrock Carpet and upholstery cleaning - 4 Seasons Air Conditioning - Howell & Co. - The Tub Store - Changing Lives Together - A.J. Barnes
Financial Planning Ltd - Portal Business Centres - Cheshire Cherubs Photography - Get Seen Media - X Digital Media Ltd - White Moss Garden centre -
Warrington Worldwide - Care UK Charity - Charity Aid Recycling Enterprise - Starbucks Warrington - The Jungle - c automotives ltd - Northwest
Photobooth Ltd - The Culcheth Arms - M62 Connections - Metrostress - Lyons Removals and Storage - D and M Cycles - Walker Begley Limited -
Centric Lighting Ltd - Cakes by Lauren - ensign building projects ltd - RJB Joinery - Wild Herbert Ltd - Tudor CCTV - Webb Security Systems Ltd - Manor
Joinery & Construction - D forster plastering - CrossFit LST - The Agoge - Andrey's Garage - Microbitz computers ltd  - Bridger Consultancy - Omega
Plastering and Building - Ideal 4u Business Solutions Ltd - Camcoat Performance Coatings Ltd - Go Virtual 360 - David Lloyd Warrington - Urban Eco
Car Clean - SDI Support Services - Mrs Massey’s Munchies - Motobike - Culcheth tyres - WillPower Gyms Limited - Mike Potts & Son -Get Stuffed! - Get
Inspired Coaching - Cheshire Chimney Cake®  - Akira nails & beauty- Salon Chic Hair & Beauty- Shellys Restaurant - Digital Tacho Solutions Ltd -Saks
Hair & Beauty Warrington - Disability Trading Company - Steam laundry & carols ironing service -Ashcroft Auto Centre Ltd - Spectrum Apparel - Bella
you - Warrington Linen Warehouse - Wendy’s hairflair - Sandeco uk - R’Teapot - Another Castle Marketing - 1st Class Health Studio - Ryfields Gym- The
kitchen company- The Barber shop @ O’Neills - Storage King Warrington - Colony Networking - Westbrook Bedrooms - Savannah 19 - Jewellery
Sparkles Ltd - Alison Loves to Bake - HC Promotions Ltd - Opal Consulting Limited- Office Bridge Group - Fired Up Fitness - Doyle’s Beds - Warrington
Quasar - Paul Hart Cars. - Jellybeans Play Centre - Park View Car Sales- Heath Street Vintage- Re-alitek Information Security and Governance - 3 Pugs
Gin - Lemon Feathers - Aspire Computers Ltd- Arrow Building- Outset Cafe- Forethought Estate Planning - TP Wealth Management- LiveWire- Plaice
station- Kurple- Align Services -The shearing shed-R Hough & Co Ltd - Warrington Gymnastics Club- The Dining Room - Easylet Residential Ltd -
SETFORDS Solicitors- TLN Consulting Ltd  - Deep Blue Costs - Warrington Van Hire -Le Brunch - Andrew Collier Photography - Penketh Flooring - Swan
Network Solutions Ltd - Westbrook Carpets - Cyclehouse Ltd - Warrington Fire Surrounds - Powered By Plants vegan foods ltd - White Lotus Holistics - 
 Flower Rooms - Browsers Beds - The Vet - Hideout - Acoustic Cafe - Auction Rooms - Rob Worsley Computers -   Block 1 - Flanagans New Irish Bar -
Shabby Freak - Penketh and Sankey Carpets - Mojo bar and Tapas -   NBS Electrical Services Ltd - The Lounge - Chisholm Hunter - Dal Electrical
Services Ltd - Level - Postern Gate - Mojo bar and tapas - Donatello’s - Rug Retailer - Dicks Bean Bar - Warrington Mortgage Centre - TB Electrics-
KJMC LTD - EasyTots /EasyPets - Hot Buddha - Bruno’s Rodizio Warrington ltd - URBAN BUILDING PROJECTS LTD - Midshire Business Systems/Sharp UK-
itglu - Mosaic Digital Media - real5 Networking - Warrington Travel - Henry's Laptops Warrington - Outsourced Utilities Ltd - Just Headshots -
Warrington Town FC Ltd - The Stainbusters - Social Media Executive - Positive Lifestyle Rewards Ltd - Dolly’s Haberdashery & Sewing school - YouCloudIT
-The Bubble Balloon Bar - Spire HR Solutions - radicl - Lisa's Ironing Service - Institution - Lyons Removals and Storage - Go Virtual 360 - many more.....

Reach new customers
Spread awareness about your latest products & services
Run promotions and engage with new communities

www.warringtonbuyersclub.com/business

£19.99
100% OF THE JOINING FEE IS DONATED TO A WARRINGTON BASED CHARITY

Introductory launch rate

...Thank
you!

www.warringtonbuyersclub.com/business
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01925
552100

www.woodies-timber.co.uk

Timber • Sheet Materials
Planed Redwood

Carcassing • Decking • Sleepers
Roof Batten • Skirting • Architraves

Structural • Decorative MDF
Gates • Fencing

Fixings, Adhesives and Solutions
Public and Trade welcome

Unit 11 Sankey Bridges Ind Est, Liverpool Rd, Warrington, WA5 1QQ

Dad embarks on fund-raising mission
AN Orford dad has embarked on a fund-raising mission 
as a thank you to hospital staff who helped save his baby 
daughter’s life.

Personal trainer Nick Forrester 
aims to climb Ben Nevis, the highest 
mountain in the British isles standing 
at 1,345m, ride across the West 
Highland Way (96 miles off road) 
and kayak the length of Loch Lomond 
(22.60 miles), in just 24 hours.

Little Harper Forrester was 
born with a rare condition with 
cysts on her larynx which caused 
breathing problems and resulted 
in her undergoing two life saving 
operations during the first few weeks 
of her life.

Nick said: “When my beautiful 
wife Fran gave birth to our second 
little baby girl at Warrington 
Hospital, she weighed in at 8lb 10oz 
and was perfect in every way.

“Before we were discharged later 
that day we noticed an unusual noise 
when our little girl was breathing but 

were reassured it was just a floppy 
Larynx, which can be quite common, 
and she would grow out of it.

“Little did we know that our baby 
girl had a cluster of cysts growing on 
her Larynx that was a potentially life 
threatening condition and the chain 
of events that unfolded over the next 
four weeks would see her rushed to 
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital by 
ambulance where she would undergo 
emergency surgery to remove them.

“We initially thought she was 
having surgery to fix a floppy larynx, 
which the consultant thought was 
the reason why she was working 
so hard to breath, but unfortunately 
during surgery her oxygen levels 
dropped dramatically and she had 
to be incubated. It was only whilst 
in theatre that they discovered the 
cysts. Following the surgery she was 

admitted to the ICU ward where she 
would remain on life support for the 
next 24 hours and in ICU for the next 
three days.

“The consultant, Mr Donne, came 
up to the ward to explain exactly 
what had happened and how this 
was a very rare and potentially life 
threatening situation that he had only 
ever seen twice in his 23 year career, 
and that’s when the shock hit us and 
we couldn’t help but cry.

“We had gone from being 
overwhelmed with joy at the arrival 
of our baby girl 4 weeks earlier, to 
complete and utter devastation at 
what was happening to her now. 
We were taken down to ICU to be 
with our baby girl and we just cried 
again at what we saw. She had tubes 
up her nose that were breathing for 
her, tubes up her nose to feed her, 
a cannula in her arm to administer 
drugs for pain and inflammation, 
she was monitored by machines with 
alarms that seemed to be constantly 
going off and a specialist nurse who 
was working with her one-on-one.”

The couple spent the next three 
days at her bedside watching over 
her, praying that she would stay 
strong and recover well and all wthey 
wanted to do was pick her up and 
hold her close.

Nick added: “In the words of the 
consultant, she had amazed everyone 
with her resilience and strength and 
after three days was transferred 
back up to a normal ward where she 
would be monitored over the next 
week. My wife and I would take it 
in turns to stay over at the hospital 
with our baby while the other went 
home to try and keep things normal 
for our other daughter who was only 
4 years old. She initially showed 
signs of improved breathing and was 
able to start putting weight on again 
as she was being fed through a tube 

HAVING driven Land Rovers for the 
past two decades, taking the BMW 
530e out for a road test was certainly 
going to be a new experience for me!

And what an enjoyable experience 
it was especially knowing how much 
more environmentally friendly it 
was compared to my ageing diesel 
Freelander which currently has 
94,000 miles on the clock!

Hybrid vehicles have certainly 
upped their game over the past five 
years and with an average electrical 
charge usage of around 20 miles, 
the BMW 530e is perfect for short 
distances around town.

It takes a while to get used to the 
silence, especially after all the years 
of driving diesel Land Rovers. 

But is certainly a comfortable ride.
When you hit the open roads and it 
switches to petrol, there is no lack 
of power or acceleration in the fully 
automatic vehicle, which comes with 
various travel modes.

I didn’t have time to master all the 
gadgets and as this was the basic 
model I was left wondering what 
upgrades could be added!!

After enjoying the car for three 
days I was somewhat reluctant to 
hand it back and it has certainly 
given me the taste for considering a 
hybrid for my next vehicle - if only to 
help reduce on pollution, especially 
on those short, start, stop trips around 

Editor Gary Skentelbery checks out the BMW 530e
town. David Lewis, who runs family 
business Central Self Drive explained 
the rationale behind monthly hire 
deals.He said: “With Brexit and 
ever changing diesel regulations, 
not many businesses are committing 
to lease/contract hire. For these 
reasons we have introduced our 
month by month hire – flexible rolling 
monthly hire.- get a new car every 6 
months!”The road tested Bmw 530e 
works out at £149.00pw plus vat

Benefits include:
• All new cars on a 3, 6 or 12 

month hire. 
• No large initial outlay 
• No long term commitment 
• No service or maintenance 

worries. 
• Does not affect your credit score 

www.centralselfdrive.co.uk/month 
-by-month-vehicles/

in her nose.
“Unfortunately as the week 

progressed and she was weaned 
off oxygen and air assisting her 
breathing, she started to deteriorate 
and she was having to work hard 
once again just to breathe,. The 
consultant used a camera up her 
nose again to assess what was going 
on and she was then scheduled for 
a second emergency surgery which 
would be to fix the floppy larynx and 
remove any remaining parts of the 
cysts.

“My wife and I were devastated 
that our baby was going to have 
to go through another surgery in 
less than a week now at only five 
weeks old especially after what had 
happened last time, we were allowed 
to carry her down to theatre and after 
handing her over to the medical team 
we literally just cried in each others 
arms for what seemed like a life time. 
We were told our baby would be 
taken to the HDU ward after surgery, 
as more of a precaution after what 
had happened last time, to enable 
them to monitor her.

Nick says the challenge will allow 
him to raise money for both Alder 
Hey and McDonald house to show 
the family’s gratitude for the all-
round care. Any contributions will be 
gratefully received. Donations can be 
made by following the link below.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/NickForrester1

Road testing the Hybrid BMW 530e

www.woodiestimber.co.uk
www.centralselfdrive.co.uk
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Walking Day – Warrington’s golden glory!
GLORIOUS sunshine greeted thousands of walkers as they 
took to the streets of Warrington for the annual walking day – 
made extra special this year with the new look Golden Gates.

Warrington Worldwide covered 
the whole walk  live as a special re-
dedication of the restored Golden 
gates took place prior to the start 
of the annual walk of witness 
involving dozens of churches and 
local schools.

The re-dedication was a rare 
and important occasion, with the 
last restoration and re-dedication 
taking place around 50 years ago.

To mark the special event, the 
family of Frederick Monks, the man 
who originally donated the gates 
to Warrington in the late 19th 
century, attended the ceremony 
and procession.

Also in attendance was Mark 
Edwards, a former guilder who 
worked on the gates as an 
apprentice when they were last 
restored in the 1970s, and this year 
helped with the gates restoration 
as one of his last projects before 
retiring.

The re-dedication ceremony was 
led by the Rector of Warrington, 
Rev Paul Wilson.

Rev Wilson – joined by the Mayor 
of Warrington, Cllr Wendy Johnson 
– led a re-dedication prayer and 
blessing. The occasion was also 
marked by Warrington Brass Band, 
who played an original fanfare, 
‘The Gates’, composed especially 
for the event.

It was an emotional and 
extra special occasion for Rev 
Wilson who is moving on after 
six very happy years as Rector of 
Warrington.
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WARRINGTON-based PR, social 
media and content marketing 
agency No Brainer has boosted its 
team by three.

The four-year-old agency is 
now 11-strong, having more than 
doubled in size in the last year.

Rebecca Sweeney joins as 
an qccount manager, while Will 
Catterall and Helen Lang have both 
become account executives at the 
agency.

Twenty-six year-old Rebecca 
joins from Rumpus PR in Altrincham, 
where she focused on its build 
environment client portfolio. Her 
experience lies in B2B PR and 
content writing, and she now works 
on some of the agency’s corporate 
accounts including Optionis and 
Imagile Professional Services Ltd.

Helen, 24, joined the agency 
after working at Liverpool-based 
Boxed Off Communications, 
where she worked on consumer 
PR campaigns, while Will, 21, 
has strengthened the agency’s B2B 
offering, joining from Outwrite PR 
in Mold, North Wales.

Five existing members of the 
No Brainer team have also been 
promoted, reinforcing the agency’s 
commitment to nurturing talent 
within. Lauren Pritchard has now 
joined the senior leadership team 
after being promoted to account 
director.

Supporting this, Michelle Turner 
has been promoted to senior 
account manager, Hannah Jones 
has become account manager and 
Emily Craig has moved to become 

senior account executive.
Melissa Philips has also taken 

on additional responsibilities 
as the agency’s new operations 
and projects manager. She will 
manage the company’s upcoming 
expansion plans, alongside project-
based client work.

Director Lee Cullen, said: “We’re 
thrilled to welcome Rebecca, Helen 
and Will to our team, as they 
each bring something unique and 
special to the agency.

“The last year for No Brainer 
has been incredible. The team has 

doubled in size and we have a 
growing team of hungry, talented 
communications professionals. 
We’ve also made some well-

deserved promotions and 
welcomed a range of new clients 
from different sectors and areas of 
the UK.”

PR agency doubles in size in a year

Major facelift for museum and library
WARRINGTON’S 152-year-old town centre museum and library building is to benefit from a major rejuvenation 
project this Autumn.

The facelift is aimed at re-energising the building as a creative hub for the town and increasing the links between 
the museum and library services.

Led jointly by LiveWire and Culture Warrington, the scheme will see a number of cosmetic changes made to the 
building as well as implementing a new combined ethos across the museum and library that will result in enhanced 
accessibility and increased colla  boration in terms of opening hours, activities and exhibits.

The move will also see Sunday opening at the Museum and Library – a change it is hoped will enable more 
families to visit on weekends. Also under the proposals the library will benefit from redecoration throughout, including 
new carpets, the creation of immersive activity spaces, improved entry and access points; a new library counter, 
new branding, plus designated spaces for exhibitions and pop-up cafes. An accessible toilet is also planned .The 
two venues will also align and extend their public weekend opening hours for the first time as well as increasing 
private use opening hours. The changes will mean the building is used exclusively for private groups on Mondays and 
Tuesdays to cope with increasing demand from the town’s schools and wider community groups.

The building will then be open to the public from 10am to 4.30pm on Wednesdays to Friday, 10am to 4pm 
on Saturdays, but also on Sundays between 11am and 3pm.The new plans will mean a temporary closure of the 
building for around two weeks in Autumn – expected to be after the school holidays in order to minimise disruption.

During July, LiveWire and Culture Warrington, who run library, leisure, arts and heritage services on behalf of 
the borough council, will undertake a series of stakeholder engagement sessions with the building’s users including 
education, library and heritage groups, to outline the proposed improvements and to give people chance to feedback 
on the proposals.

Helen Lang, Rebecca Sweeney and Will Catterall.

www.nobraineragency.co.uk
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STAFF and students at UTC Warrington are celebrating after the town centre 
college was awarded a “Good” Ofsted rating by education inspectors.

The University Technical College, which is only in its third year and 
specialises in engineering, science and technology for students aged 14 
to 19, was praised by inspectors for changing the perspective of education 
amongst young people and delivering on its purpose to progress students 
into high quality apprenticeships, employment and university.

Key areas of the college were examined; including leadership, quality 
of teaching, personal development, behaviour and welfare, outcomes for 
students and 16 to 19 study programmes– all of which were judged to be 
good. The report said: “The College has developed and improved over its 
first three years. Leaders and other staff have worked together to ensure it 
provides a good quality of education.” Ofsted 2019.

Principal and Chief Executive Lee Barber, who has been at the helm of the 
UTC since its pre-opening phase, praised staff and students of the college: “I 
am very proud that Ofsted has recognised the strong relationships between 
staff and students and the extra mile staff go to secure the best possible 
career paths for our students once they leave the UTC.”

Mr Barber said he is proud of the students’ professional engagement in 
their learning: “It is clear from the report that the UTC’s students deserve 
great credit for commitment to their studies, professional and respectful 
attitudes around the college and the hard work they put into securing top 
jobs after they leave us. Our journey began in 2015 in the pre-opening 
phase of the college and I truly believe this Ofsted judgement shows how 
much progress we have made in delivering an excellent UTC experience for 
our students.”

Ofsted commended the UTC’s students who “behave respectfully” 
in a “calm and hardworking” environment, “show strong commitment 
to preparing themselves for future careers” and are “motivated by the 
curriculum”. They also said that the college is successful in helping young 
people secure high-quality career opportunities: “The curriculum is closely 
matched to the college’s aim to prepare pupils to be ready for work in 
science, technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM) and other careers. 
A very low number of pupils leave the college without continuing their 
education or taking up apprenticeships. This indicates the college’s success 
in this aspect.” Ofsted 2019.

“The HMI and 2 inspectors were extremely impressed by what they saw, 
particularly the progress made by students joining us in Year 10 and 12 
and the destinations that our leavers progress onto. Ofsted reinforced our 
belief that students in the college receive a good quality of teaching and 
partnerships with local and national employers ‘provide meaningful work 
experience’ that ultimately prepare students for life at work.” Mr Barber 
continued.

UTC Warrington opened its doors in 2016, with the support of Manchester 
Metropolitan University (MMU) and many local STEM employers, to address 
a skills gap in young people entering professional careers in the engineering 
and science sectors.

Employers, including; Sellafield Ltd, Wood plc, Cavendish Nuclear 
and Stanley Engineered Fastenings have been heavily involved in the 
UTC since the beginning. Delivering masterclasses, project activities, site 
visits, mentoring to students and governance of the college by shaping the 
curriculum and future direction of the institution.

The Ofsted report acknowledges that students across the college and sixth 
form benefit from highly engaged support from those businesses, reporting 
that the UTC has “greatly extended their partnerships with local and national 
employers to provide meaningful work experience for students. Leaders use 
industrial visits very effectively to enliven the curriculum and prepare students 
for life at work. These build on students’ existing knowledge and enhance 
their research and reporting skills.” Ofsted 2019

Mike Houghton, Programme Director at Wood plc and UTC Warrington’s 
Chair of Governors commented that the Ofsted judgement confirms what 
UTC’s students, staff and governors have known for some time: “We are 
a good college, delivering a high quality STEM curriculum and providing 
amazing career prospects for our students. This judgement marks a 
significant milestone in our journey and provides a platform for the next 
exciting stage of the college’s development.”

The inspectors also confirmed that the progress of students is in line with 
that of other schools, supported by the work that the UTC staff do to engage 
students in their learning. The report says that “teaching is well planned” 
and that “the positive relationships between teachers and pupils help pupils 
to engage in their learning. Lord Baker, former Conservative cabinet minister 
and co-founder of the Baker Dearing Educational Trust which oversees 
all University Technical Colleges congratulated UTC Warrington for their 
success. He said: “Warrington UTC opened in 2016 in a splendid new 
building. This week Ofsted inspectors judged it to be ‘Good’ in all areas. 
This is a tremendous start for a new school. Its excellent technical education 
is just what local employers want.”

The UTC is offering prospective Year 10 and Year 12 students opportunities 
to visit the college between now and September. Visit www.utcw.co.uk, 
email info@utcw.co.uk or telephone 01925 737067 to book a tour.

UTC Warrington 
awarded “Good” Ofsted

www.disabilitytradingcompany.co.uk
www.utcw.co.uk
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the Pink

To get your 
business

on track and in the 
‘Pink’ contact

James Bryan on
01925 631592 

http://aspire-computers.com/
http://www.millercare.co.uk


visit www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk for daily news and sport updatesAugust 2019 21

NOW that Summer has finally arrived why not join in the fun down at 
Apple Jack’s Adventure Farm and take advantage of a special 10 per cent 
discount.

It’s a great day out for the family, full of fun and activities. Apple Jack has 
not been idle during the quieter and rainier period and has been sprucing 
the place up, changing things around and adding additional activities for 
the enjoyment of the kids.

If you are  looking for a bargain that’s also a great day out, check out the 
revised ticket prices on Apple Jack’s “The More the Merrier” ticket offer in 
the advert on this page.

When booking online in advance, a ticket for a family of four can cost as 
little as £33, and even less when using our discount code ORBIT1019 at the 
online payments page.

For a real bargain. build up your group to take the per person prices 
down even lower.

There are over 20 activities to enjoy at the site and you can also book in 
advance for the forthcoming school holidays.

Fun for all the 
family at

Apple Jack’s 
Adventure Farm

THE Heritage Cafe at Walton Hall & Gardens celebrated its first birthday in 
style with a special party to showcase its facilities.

Special guests included Warrington South MP Faisal Rashid and 
warrington-worldwide Editor Gary Skentelbery.

Vistiors enjoyed musical performances by the Donna Marie Povey 
Performing Arts School.

Guests enjoyed complimentary food and drinks in glorious sunshine.
Heritage Cafe owner Stefan Manfredi said: "I would like to thank the 

Donna Marie Povey Performing Arts School for performing, Faisal Rashid 
for attending and Neil Simpson and the rest of the council for their support 
over the past year."

Heritage Cafe celebrates 1st 
birthday in style

www.heritagecafe-walton.com
www.applejacksfarm.co.uk
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£inancially yours
By David Watkinson

VAT, Employee thefts 
and Bad Debts

HM Revenue & Customs 
do not always get things 
right,  There have been 
a couple of tribunal 
decisions that have gone 
against them in the last 
few weeks, one of which 
concerned the IR35 
legislation.  

Introduced 19 years ago 
to “counter” perceived tax 
avoidance through the use of 
limited companies one would 
expect HMRC to know these 
rules by now, but they are still 
trying to push the boundaries 
further. Their continued failure 
to win at Tribunal does not do 
much to create faith in their “Employment Status Tool” which has 
been much criticised for ignoring certain very fundamental badges 
of self-employment.

However, that is for another day. Today I want to look at a case 
involving VAT, Employee thefts and Bad Debts. The facts of the case 
are very simple. The company, Total Catering Equipment Ltd, sold 
goods over the internet and, quite rightly, charged VAT on those 
sales and paid it to HMRC on their quarterly return. However, when 
taking the order and receiving payment by debit card one of their 
telephone operatives gave their own personal bank details to the 
customer rather than the company’s.  

The company, therefore, never received payment for the goods 
and, eventually, wrote the debt off and claimed VAT relief on 
the bad debts. However, HMRC claimed that this treatment was 
incorrect and that the loss was a result of theft. Whilst this distinction 
may seem trivial it is of vital importance when looking at the VAT 
treatment. If a business incurs a bad debt then it can deduct the VAT 
originally charged from the amount due to HMRC. However, there is 
no similar relief in respect of theft losses, increasing the cost of those 
losses to the business by 20%.

You would think that in this case HMRC had a reasonable point.  
How can the business suffer a bad debt when the customer has 
paid, even if it was innocently (on their part) to the wrong bank 
account.  Surely this is theft of those monies by the employee from 
their employer.  HMRC thought so, arguing that it was the same as 
the company receiving the money in cash which was then stolen by 
the employee.

The Tribunal says “No” but I will leave it up to you to interpret 
this if a similar problem arises in your own case. The Tribunal found 
for the company on the grounds that the employee had made a 
“dishonest frolic on his own” and had not acted “within the scope of 
his employment”. Therefore, the claim for relief was valid. All I can 
say at this point is that if you as an employer have a similar case 
then hope that you get the same judge!

WatkinsonBlack have considerable experience in all areas of taxation and 
business services, including the provision of a very cost-effective payroll 
bureau service. If you want to arrange a no-obligation initial meeting on 
any business matter then please contact us. Please note that these ideas 
are intended to inform rather than advise and you should always obtain 
professional advice before taking any action.

David Watkinson and Margaret Black

Home start for 
Warrington Town

WARRINGTON Town will kick-off the new season with a home game on 
Saturday August 17.

Newly-promoted Morpeth Town will visit Cantilever Park for the opening 
game of the season on Saturday August 17 as Paul Carden’s side start 
another tilt at promotion.

They will face another newly-promoted side, Atherton Collieries, in their 
first away match on Tuesday before the August Bank Holiday double header 
sees a visit to Gainsborough on Saturday and a home game with Bamber 
Bridge on the Monday.

Boxing Day will be a home game against Witton Albion, and the reverse 
fixture will be played on Easter Monday, with a trip to Bamber Bridge on 
New Year’s Day.

FC United will visit Cantilever Park on Tuesday September 24, and a 
repeat of last year’s play-off final at South Shields is scheduled for Saturday 
December 7.

Relegated Ashton United will be the visitors on the final day of the season 
in April.

August
Sat 17 Morpeth Town (H)Tue 20 Atherton Collieries (A)Sat 24 Gainsborough Trinity (A)Mon 26 Bamber Bridge (H)Sat 31 Mickleover Sports (H)

September
Tue 3 Nantwich Town (A)Tue 10 Stafford Rangers (H)Sat 14 Radcliffe (A)Tue 24 FC United (H)Sat 28 Scarborough Athletic (A)

October
Tue 1 Buxton (A)Sat 5 Grantham Town (H)Tue 8 Lancaster City (H)Sat 12 Whitby Town (A)Tue 15 Matlock Town (A)Sat 19 Stalybridge Celtic (H)

November
Sat 2 Hyde United (H)Sat 16 Ashton United (A)Sat 23 Mickleover Sports (A)Sat 30 Nantwich Town (H)
December
Sat 7 South Shields (A)Sat 14 Basford United (H)Sat 21 Morpeth Town (A)Thu 26 Witton Albion (H)
January
Wed 1 Bamber Bridge (A)Sat 4 Atherton Collieries (H)Sat 11 Radcliffe (H)Sat 18 Stafford Rangers (A)Sat 25 Whitby Town (H)

February
Sat 1 Lancaster City (A)Sat 8 Matlock Town (H)Sat 15 Stalybridge Celtic (A)Sat 22 Scarborough Athletic (H)Sat 29 FC United (A)

March
Sat 14 Buxton (H)Sat 21 Grantham Town (A)Sat 28 South Shields (H)
April
Sat 4 Basford United (A)Sat 11 Gainsborough Trinity (H)Mon 13 Witton Albion (A)Sat 18 Hyde United (A)Sat 25 Ashton United (H)

Fixtures are subject to change.

FIXTURES
2019 - 2020 SEASON

http://www.watkinsonblack.co.uk


visit www.warrington-worldwide.co.uk for daily news and sport updatesAugust 2019 23

CLASSIFIED Call 01925 631592 to advertise

CHILDREN’S PARTIES
CHILDRENS BIRTHDAY PARTIES at Shellys 
Restaurant, 8 Bold St, Warrington. Lots of 
ideas for themes, pirates, princess, muscial, 
baking parties. Telephone Shelly 01925 
654000. (G*)

CLEANING AND IRONING
SWISH HOUSEKEEPING – your local 
cleaning company. Domestic and commercial 
cleaning at competitive rates. Also ironing 
services conjunction with cleaning. For a 
FREE quotation call Angela on 07891 
669502 or Adrienn on 07581 079705 
or E: info@swishhousekeeping.co.uk  
www.swishhousekeeping.co.uk (G1/20)

SEWING MACHINES

J&P Sewing Machines

www.jpsewingmachines.com
Tel: 01925 633831

New & Used Sewing Machines
Overlockers, Embroidery Machines

& Dressforms
Servicing of all makes

2 Suez Street, Warrington WA1 1EG
(J10/19)

VEHICLE SALES

(G*)

CARPET CLEANING
A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company 
cleaning carpets, hard fl oors, Upholstery 
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE 
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved 
carpet cleaners for Hancock and Woods 
for over 10 years. Call John on 01925 
852088 or 07765 314080 (J11/19)

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 30 yrs. 
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep 
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour 
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam. 
Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
 (J2/20)

ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

HOME SERVICES

ATLAS
Your friendly local independent

pest controllers

Affordable, professional, guaranteed service.
Fully insured, �xed prices - no surprises once on site!
Discrete vehicles, no embarrassing signs
07999 487 925 / 01925 445 222

www.atlas4u.co.uk

SUMMER SPECIALS:

WASP
CONTROL

INVASIVE
BEE

CONTROL
£39 £55

(J6/20)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All 
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and 
testing and PAT testing. All work certifi ed and 
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906 
or 01925 601055 (G9/19)

MORTGAGES
INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE ADVICE. 
For local, impartial and professional advice 
on all aspects of mortgages contact Darren 
Simpson at Amathus Financial Services 
07708 975122 or 01925 399999 (G11/19)

MOBILE DISCO
STARMAN DISCO. Parties, weddings, 
anniversaries, over 25 years experience. 
Reliable. Availabiliy/quote phone 
01925 801744. (JB8/19)

To 
advertise 

in the 
classifi ed 
section
from as 
little as 
£15+vat

Call us 
now on
01925 

631592

PAINTING & DECORATING
BRUSH UP GIRLS. Female Painter and 
Decorators covering Warrington and 
surrounding areas Professional quality work 
assured No job too small Call today on 
07554 486 626 or fi nd us on Facebook
 (G11/19)

AIR CONDITIONING
EXPERIENCED AND PROFESSIONAL 
Warrington-based 4 Seasons are air conditioning 
specialists. We install, maintain and repair air 
conditioning for business and homes. FREE call outs 
and special offers. Contact John & the team 
on 0330 400 5471 or enquiries@4sac.
co.uk or www.4sac.co.uk (G9/19)

TYRES

(G*)

Town secure new 
training facility

WARRINGTON Town have secured Warrington Sports Club at Walton Lea as 
their new training base.

After months of negotiations between the Northern Premier League Club and 
WSC, a deal has been struck in time for Paul Carden’s side to start their pre-
season training at the venue.

Based on Walton Lea Road, the club is home to sports including archery, 
cricket, hockey, rugby union, squash and tennis, which includes Warrington 
Cricket Club and Warrington RUFC.

The Yellows had been previously training out of town at JMO in Skelmersdale, 
due to lack of availability of facilities across Warrington.

It is believed that the grass training pitch will enable the club to attract players 
that may have otherwise not signed, while Carden rates the set-up as good as 
at some professional clubs.

Meanwhile the club has launched their new kits and season tickets for the 
2019/20 season.

After finishing the season as play-off champions in the Northern Premier 
League, the Yellows know that the same again this term will earn them promotion 
to National League North.

The new kits, once again made by Macron, are available via the club’s new 
official website at www.warringtontownfc.co.uk

Season tickets prices have been frozen for adults at £175, with juniors 
reduced to £30, and a new family ticket introduced at £360. Concessions are 
£100.

Chairman Toby Macormac said: “The support we experienced both at home 
and on our travels towards the end of last season was fantastic, and although it 
didn’t end as we all hoped, we want to make sure we can build on that progress 
and give it a good go this season.

“We also have some exciting initiatives to mark the club’s 70th anniversary, 
which it celebrates this season, and these will be revealed soon.”

www.247print.net
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