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KNUTSFORD'S new cinema was
of>cially opened with a premiere-style
launch.

Cheshire East Mayor George Walton
and Knutsford Mayor Vivien Davies were
among those invited to a special showing

of the Frank Langella comedy "Robot and
Frank" at Curzon Knutsford, in Toft Road.
Guests were given a tour of new

facilities, including a refurbished café
bar. There were also special open sessions
for local business people and members of
the public to look around the building.
Curzon's director of programming,

Jason Wood, said: "The programming at
Knutsford is designed to provide local
audiences with the widest choice possible
of cinema in all it's diversity. A challenge,
with only a single screen.
"Access to specialised Rlms in the

region is restricted and the intention is
to encourage a continued commitment to
and passion for a wide range of cinema.
We also want to Rrmly establish the
venue as a Rrst run site, playing the very
best of the new releases on date and in
alignment with other venues in the UK."

Warrington Market
1901 - 2001 – 100 YEARS OF EXCELLE�CE

Whites SportsWhites Sports

Specialists in:
Darts, Bowls, Snooker, Air Guns,
Walking Sticks, Warrington Town

Merchandise, Rugby, Cricket, Football

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
Telephone/Fax:

01925 631531

New cinema’s premiere
opening
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Opinion
IT is inevitable that a project as huge as HS2 will split
communities and in Cheshire it has certainly done that.
For every person supporting the proposed new high
speed rail link with London, you can easily >nd another
opposing it vehemently.

Some divide on predictably political lines and it's
probably best to ignore them. The nature of party politics
means that when one side comes up with an idea, the other
feels duty bound to rubbish it.
Others may be inspired by the "not in my back yard"

syndrome and, understandable as this may be, they are also
best kept in perspective.
After all, you can hardly expect someone whose house is

to be demolished or whose view spoiled, to be overly
enthusiastic about a new railway.
Cheshire East Council and Cheshire West and Chester

Council have both welcomed the proposals because of the
economic beneRts they are supposed to bring.
Warrington Borough Council has, on the other hand, so

far been a little cagey on the issue.
Council leader Terry O'Neill said: "OfRcers in our transport

and policy teams will be studying these plans closely over
the coming weeks and we will be engaging with stakeholders
such as parish councils, partner agencies, residents,
businesses and neighbouring authorities to formulate and
submit our ofRcial representation to the government."
HS2 does illustrate one thing, however, and that is our

continuing obsession with speed. Trains travelling at
225mph are held up as a reason for pressing ahead with the
scheme, even though they will lop only about half-an-hour
off journey times between, say, Warrington and the capital.
Is half-an-hour so important? Particularly in an age when

we have been told that the internet and video conferencing

make much business travel unnecessary?
Our scepticism about HS2 is not based on whether it will

beneRt this town or that, or despoil this picturesque village
or that, but rather on whether it is needed at all.

HOW'S this for a masterful example of corporate spin?
Cheshire East Council announces that it has made public

a previously conRdential report on controversial proposals
for a theme park within historic Tatton Park to raise public
awareness of the proposals.
In fact, of course, it has made the document public only

because it was ordered to do so by the Information
Commissioner following a complaint from a local resident.
No wonder the Save Tatton Action Group (STAG) has

dismissed the council's explanation as "Sim Sam"!
What was in the report that made it necessary to keep it

conRdential? We don't really know - unless it was the
council's pledge to loan £5 million to the theme park
developers at the same time as announcing plans to cut
1,000 council jobs.
Of course the council has already spent more than

£78,000 on various surveys in connection with the plan and
agreed to stump up another £1.5 million on infrastructure,
including a car park, should the scheme win planning
consent.
Cheshire East's enthusiasm for the theme park stems from

a desire to see Tatton Park become "self sustaining" for
years to come.
Given that it already attracts more than 800,000 visitors

a year and is one of the top-10 visitor attractions in the
country, we think it is already rather more than self-
sustaining.

Carvings celebrate Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee
SEVEN schools in Appleton, Stockton
Heath and Stretton took part in a
special project to mark the Queen's
Diamond Jubilee.

During last summer the schools
took part in a Queen's Jubilee
Heritage Trail. Joining in were
Appleton Thorn Primary, BroomRelds
Junior, The Cobbs Infants and Nursery,
St Monica's Catholic Primary, Stockton
Heath Primary, St Thomas' C of E
Primary and St Matthew's C of E
Primary.
Each school chose a decade of the

Queen's reign to research.
Chairman of Appleton Parish

Council Sharon Harris said: "They then
did drawings of things from the
decades which were carved onto a
piece of oak, and then onto a 3D
shape of a book and crown to provide
a permanent commemoration of the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. "
Each school is displaying the

carvings in its grounds and they can
be viewed by the public.
The project was funded by

Appleton, Stockton Heath and Walton
Parish Councils.

� Pictured with the carving at Appleton
Thorn Primary are (left to right) Magnus,

Sharon Harris, Abigail, Lucinda Brito
chainsaw wood carver, Cerys, Meadow and

head teacher Craig Burgess.
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Cheshire’s got
teen talent
CHESHIRE is providing plenty of talent for TeenStar -
the new national competition which searches for the
UK's best teens and pre-teens singers and singer-
songwriters of all genres.

Last year's Knutsford "Royal" May Queen, Lakeisha
Bradbury (pictured right), two other girls from Knutsford
and Rve girls from Appleton-based stage school Little
Stars who call themselves "Solved" are through to the
regional Rnals, competing for a place in the national Rnals
at the O2 in London.
Lakeisha, 14, a pupil at Holmes Chapel Comprehensive

School, is a member of Knutsford Musical Theatre Company
and has previously taken part in the early stages of the hit
TV Show "Britain's Got Talent."
A keen horse rider, she has taken part in Knutsford May

Day since she was Rve, eventually becoming Queen.
Knutsford Academy pupils Laura Downes and Abigail

Chetham, both aged 12, qualiRed when they sang at
Manchester's Palace Theatre.
Solved - they came up with the name because they say

they are the answer to anyone's problem! - are a harmony
group.
They are Meghan Clifford, 11, from Grappenhall, Megan

Bradley, 12, from Appleton, Georgia Williams, 14, from
Stockton Heath, Emma Jervis, 12, from Orford and Elle
Morcom, 12, from Walton.
They met at stage school and were Rlming together for

a horror movie and, while sitting around on set, decided
to put a vocal group together.
Individually, Georgia has won many talent shows,

Meghan models professionally, Megan was in the UK tour
of "Oliver!" and Emma is signed to a top acting agent in
Manchester. They've done various local competitions but
decided to form a group of like minded individuals to put
together a group to compete on a bigger scale.
Teen Star was their Rrst competition as a group and

they are delighted to be through to the regional Rnals
which are at the Royal Northern College of Music in
Manchester on April 7.
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Advertiser’s announcement

Winter Sun in Lanzarote

� Linda Crowder – Stockton Heath Travel

STOCKTO�
HEATH TRAVEL

Stockton Heath Travel Centre

enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com

80 London Road
Stockton Heath

01925 269400

Special
Offers

Escape from the cold, %ights direct from Manchester. Lanzarote is the most
easterly and the fourth largest island in the Canaries Despite its volcanic
moonscape nature it boasts many white sandy beaches ie Playa Blanca, Punta
del Papagayo. Also Puerto del Carmen and Costa Teguise have golden sandy
beaches.
Playa Blanca is in the south west of

the island and the beach has the blue
<ag award. Take a ferry over to
Fuerteventura and spend the day
exploring and visiting the sand dunes
from Playa Blanca cost is approx 28
Euros for a foot passenger return.
There are a few small beaches and

coves in Playa Blanca area also traf;c
free avenues lined with shops and a
selection of restaurants over looking
the sea. Playa Blanca used to be a
small ;shing village and is probably
the best choice if you want a relaxing
holiday. A new marina has been
developed called the Rubicon Marina
approx 15-20 minute walk from the
centre of Playa Blanca. Here you will
;nd lovely cafes and restaurants, why
not take the opportunity of relaxing
overlooking the Marina which is lined
with beautiful yachts. A variety of
hotels and apartments line this
coastline with nice walks to enjoy the
spectacular scenery and stunning
sunsets
Whilst in Lanzarote you can also

stay at Costa Teguise which is about
20 minutes from the airport. It is well
known for being the breezy resort
hence the wind sur;ng school and
water sports situated here. A welcome
breeze in the summer months!
Puerto del Carmen is a busier resort

with an array of shops, cafes,
restaurants and a buzzing nightlife
They also have a blue <ag beach with
excellent watersports. The other resort
on Lanzarote is Puerto Calero, with its
promenade, stylish marina, sandy
beach and designer shops This resort
is near to Puerto del Carmen and can
be accessed by a 3km walk along the
coast or 10 minute by car or local bus.
Excursions on the island include

Timanfaya National Park experience a
Volcan Grill, Caves, Tunnels & Crabs
tour, Cesar Manrique Foundation,
Teguise Town especially when the local
markets are on, Island of La Graciosa

Any further information or quotes
please contact us on 01925 269400 or
email for your own personal ebrochure
on enquiries@stocktonheath
travel.com
Follow us on twitter

@stocktonhthtvl, facebook & linkedin

Keep the village alive support your local traders!

Hotel Volcan 5*
7 nights B&B
based on 2 people sharing
from £635 per person
saving up to £98 pp

Princesa Yaiza Suite Hotel
Resort 5*
7 nights B&B
based on 2 people
from £789 per person
saving up to £70 pp

Sands Beach Resort 4*
1 bedroom apartment
self catering
based on 2 people sharing
from £431.50 per person
saving up to £40 pp

LA�ZAROTE

TailorMade for you…

It wasn’t until around 700
B.C. that the 1rst money
appeared in the form of
gold coins, and as gold
became widespread as an
acceptance of currency,
trade began to rely on coins
for exchange rather than the
bartering system of previous
days.

Nowadays, we don’t use
gold as our standard
currency, yet gold continues
to have value…

However, there is a 1nite
supply of gold in the
market. And demand for
gold is high.

The Central Banks, have
been diversifying their liquid
assets away from US
Dollars into Gold, The
Chinese Central Bank has
said, ‘We want a reserve
currency. We are going to
continue to accumulate

gold.’
There is also increasing

demand for gold as a
personal asset, which in
turn, determines the price of
gold.

In the current economic
climate, gold as an
investment has grown in
popularity. Historically, it
has not been correlated to
stock markets, property and
other commonly held assets,
so when these do badly,
usually, gold performs well,
acting like an insurance
policy within your portfolio
and whilst gold does not
produce an income, it is a
tangible asset.

All purchases of gold
bullion are currently VAT
exempt in the UK. All Gold
coins, such as Sovereigns
and Brittanias are still
technically considered to be

legal tender and are
therefore Capital Gains Tax
free.

If you are interested in
1nding out more about
investing in gold, please
contact TailorMade
Alternative Investments.

Please Note:
The value of Gold can

go down in value as well
as up, so you could get
back less than you invest.

TailorMade Alternative
Investments is not
regulated by the UK
Financial Services
Authority and is not
authorised to provide
investment, tax or legal
advice.

Gold has always been of value. Early
civilisations linked gold with their Gods and
rulers for its beauty, rarity and power. And
today, gold continues to have worth.

Contact us:
TailorMade

Alterna"ve Investments
Unit 7, Olympic Way

Olympic Park
Warrington, WA2 0YL

Tel:
01925
810595

Or e-mail:
info@tm-ai.com
www.tm-ai.com

TailorMade Alterna"ve Investments
is not regulated by the UK Financial

Services Authority and is not
authorised to provide investment,

tax or legal advice.
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THE HS2 high speed rail link looks set to have a
major impact on rural communities across Cheshire
and a chorus of critics has raised concerns and - in
some cases - outright opposition.

Villagers from Pickmere, Tabley, Mere, Millington,
High Legh, Ashley, Rostherne, Little Bollington, Lymm,
Rixton, Croft and Culcheth are questioning whether the
claimed economic beneRts of the new railway outweigh
the environmental damage it would cause.
There is anger in particular over the fact that the

areas likely to suffer most will gain least.
"All pain, no gain" is a frequently heard protest.
From the north of Crewe, the HS2 line follows the

West Coast Main Line until the point where it is crossed
by the A530. It then passes beneath the A530 and
diverges away to cross the A54 and A533 corridors
between Winsford and Middlewich.
The route then crosses a 750m long viaduct crossing

both the River Dane and the Trent and Mersey Canal. It
is then elevated to cross the Middlewich Branch Line
and the A530, before heading towards the east of
Lostock Gralam.
The route crosses over the Mid Cheshire railway line

before crossing over the A556/A559 junction.
It then passes to the east of Pickmere, to the west

of junction 19 of the M6. It crosses over the M6 and
then beneath the realigned A50 between High Legh and
Bucklow Hill before arriving at a junction south of the
M56.
One branch of this junction heads north crossing

beneath the M56 before crossing over the Bridgewater
canal to the east of Lymm, skirting Warburton to cross
the Manchester Ship Canal at an elevated level around
Hollins Green, continuing on through parts of Croft,
Culcheth and Lowton.
The second branch heads east to the north of

Rostherne Mere and south of the M56 junction 8, then

south of Ashley before crossing beneath the M56
around junction 6, with a new HS2 station serving
Manchester Airport and the Airport City Enterprise Zone.
Both Cheshire East Council and Cheshire West and

Chester Council have welcomed the proposals which
they believe will provide a massive economic boost.
Warrington has been more cautious and says it wants to
engage with residents, parish councils, businesses, etc
before making any representation to government.
A number of protest groups have already been set up

promising a determined Rght against the proposals.
High Legh Parish Council has set up a working group

to ensure local people are represented in any debate
on the HS2 proposals.
Pickmere Parish Council says the rail link would have

the most signiRcant impact on the area for generations
and hopes to collaborate with neighbouring parishes to
make its views known.

HS2’s major impact on rural communities

Volunteers win
praise for
community
work

COMMUNITY-minded volunteers
from Hill Cliffe Baptist Church,
Appleton have won praise from
councillors for their hard work to
improve the environment and
people's lives.

Jon and Becky Curtis (pictured)
and their church team of
volunteers, known as The Hive, can
regularly be seen collecting litter
in the Stockton Heath area.
Stockton Heath Parish Council

praised the team for its work and
contribution to the well being of
the community.
Cllr Tudor Pole said: "Picking up

other people's rubbish is not
everyone's cup of tea. But it's a
task Jon and Becky with their band
of volunteers from Hill Cliffe
Baptist Church can be seen doing
regularly in Stockton Heath.
"Picking up litter is not the only

good deed performed by The Hive
group. They also bake cakes and
take them to the elderly or cook
meals for those they know are in
need or recovering from illness."
Jon and Becky want to expand

the area where they pick up litter,
and hope in future to include the
centre of the village.
Cllr Pole said: "They also hope

to get to know people as they
quietly go about their unenviable
task and encourage support for
their group. We'd like to help to
build a community, where we know
and support one another and have
fun together."
Anyone who would like to join

The Hive should ring Jon or Becky
on 01925 600843.
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Maths students
strike gold
STUDENTS from Warrington's Priestley College achieved three golds, seven
silvers and 11 bronzes in this year's UK Mathematics Trust Senior Maths
Challenge.

More than 98,000 pupils from
across the UK entered the challenge
with the top 10 per cent receiving a
gold certiRcate, the next 20 per cent
silver and the next 30 per cent bronze.
Matthew Cummins and Ben

Stratulis, both 17, were two of 4,000
of the top students who were invited
to take part in follow-on
competitions.
Maths tutor Wendy Brennan said:

"This competition is an extra
challenge for students who choose to
take it on.
"It provides extra preparation for

their exams because it is done under
test conditions, but they also enjoy
taking part."
The Senior Maths Challenge is

aimed at those in years 13 and below.
Priestley students sat the challenge

in college and those who received

gold, silver and bronze awards were
presented with their certiRcates this
week by Principal Mike Southworth.
Ben Stratulis, formerly of Great

Sankey High School, is studying
Maths, Law, Biology and AS Chemistry
at Priestley.
He made it through to the Senior

Kangaroo round of the competition
and said: "I enjoyed taking part. There

were some strange questions, but it
was interesting."
Former Bridgewater High pupil

Matthew Cummins, who studies Maths,
Further Maths, Chemistry and Physics
at Priestley, reached the BM01 round.
That posed six questions giving

students three and half hours to
answer in detail showing all their
workings out.
"I like how once you know your

maths you learn how to apply it and
you always have a deRnite answer," he
said.

IT will be no April Fool’s joke on April 1at for
separating and divorcing couples who will lose the
right to claim legal aid, warns Stockton Heath based
QualitySolicitors Forshaws Davies Ridgway (FDR).

After April 1st, only people who have suffered
proven domestic violence or forced marriage will be
able to apply for legal aid. Everyone else will have to
fund their own legal work or represent themselves in
court.
Audrey Venables (pictured), the Rrm’s head of

family law, believes the Government’s decision is
going to have dire consequences for many vulnerable
people and low income families.
She said: “Since the previous Government Rrst

proposed this cut in 2009, the legal profession has
been campaigning against the decision. We are very concerned it will leave the
most vulnerable people in our society without the ability to access legal advice
and representation.
“For example, a mother and father who cannot agree on the arrangements for

their children will now have to represent themselves in court if they cannot afford
a lawyer. As well as those on beneRts, stay-at-home parents will also be
disadvantaged because they may be forced to represent themselves against their
more afSuent partner who is able to hire a professional advocate.
“These cuts will cause huge inequalities and an imbalance of power for parents

who have chosen to stay at home with their children. People will be tempted to
cut corners and not get professional advice, potentially signing up to damaging
arrangements which could badly affect them the rest of their lives.
“The loss of legal aid is also bound to have an adverse effect on court waiting

times, as cases will inevitably take longer to be heard. The change is going to
impact on everyone, not just those who lose the right to free representation,”
she added.
To ease the pain for those who will lose access to free help, family lawyers at

QualitySolicitors Forshaws Davies Ridgway have come up with a package of easy
payment measures which will help spread the load. This includes a Rxed fee menu
of prices or a pay-as-you-go system, enabling clients to select help when they
need it most.
Anyone who may be eligible to continue to seek legal aid due to domestic

violence is encouraged to seek help from the police or their GP.
For more information or to make an appointment, please contact Lesley Butler

on 01925 230000 or consult the website www.qualitysolicitors.com/fdr.

Legal aid for divorcing couples
axed in April
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Volunteers wanted for village festival
VOLUNTEERS are being sought to
join the team which runs the
popular Stockton Heath Festival.

The four-day festival of arts, culture
and heritage will run from June 20-
23 this year and plans are already
being drawn up. There will also be a
Christmas Market in December.
Joint co-ordinating director

Deborah Cook said: "We are keen to
meet anyone who might be interested
in joining us.
"There are opportunities in a wide

range of roles including IT, logistics,
Rnance, fund-raising, sales and
marketing. You may be helping with
things such as our lottery, sorting the
provision of services and acts at the
festival site, selling tickets or taking
minutes at a meeting. Many people
have experiences and skills that would
be very useful to us."
Volunteer manager Claire Kennedy

added: "Stockton Heath Festival is run
entirely by volunteers of all ages and
is always happy to hear from people
who may like to become involved. This
can be from a few hours at Festival
time to as much time as you are
willing to devote to a role. Please
contact us by emailing
volunteers@stocktonheathfestival.co.
uk
Information about the festival can

be found at www.stocktonheath
festival.co.uk

POLICE are warning the public to be on their guard following a series of cash point
scams that are occurring across the county.

Fraudsters are targeting cash machines positioned outside post ofRces,
convenience stores and other outlets across Cheshire and the key message from the
police is to be on your guard before you use a cash machine and be alert to
suspicious activity from any cash machine points.
Operation Astoria has been put in place by the Economic Crime Unit to

concentrate on crime related to ATMs (cash machines) within the Cheshire Force
area.
Many of the tactics being used by fraudsters to target machines are card

skimming, card entrapment and cash trapping.
There are three main ways in which the fraudster will commit fraud:
Card Skimming - This involves the use of the video recording element of mobile

telephones to capture the pin numbers of innocent ATM users. These adapted
mobile telephones are usually hidden above the pin number area. The fraudster
will also attach a false mouth piece which will read and copy the details on the
magnetic strip of the card. Once these details have been copied, this information
can be transferred on to a new card and, with the pin number, they can withdraw
money from the victims account.
Card Entrapment - The fraudster will use an adapted mobile telephone to record

the pin number being inputted by the victim but will use a device to trap the
victims card once it has been placed into the machine. The victim usually believes

that the card has been retained by the cash machine due to a problem. The
fraudster will recover the original card and the pin number and is then ready to use
the card.
Cash Trapping - The fraudster will place a device over the area where the money

is released from the cash machine. The device traps the money making the victim
believe that the machine has a problem and is not releasing any funds. The
fraudster will then collect the device and the money collected.
In the North West, card fraud has dropped considerably over the last Rve years

but still accounts for £21m making Cheshire the second worst in the UK.
DC Tony Condon, from the Economic Crime Unit said: "There have been an

increasing number of attacks on ATMs across Cheshire, where the fraudsters are
using all three methods to obtain money from innocent victims. ATM users do not
know they are victims until they realise their account balance has reduced more
than normal.
"Our intelligence suggests that organised crime groups are responsible for the

attacks and are of Eastern European origin which has in turn led to more overseas
spend on fraudulent use of UK cards and stolen identity. We are asking all members
of the public to be vigilant when using a cash machine and to be aware of any
suspicious activity around cash points, which may be an attempt to deploy a
device."
If anyone wants to report any suspicious activity, please contact Cheshire Police

on 101 or visit the fraud page at cheshire.police.uk.

Fraudsters target cash points across Cheshire

� Pictures show vents at
last year’s festival
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STOCKTON Heath’s multi award winning hair design salon MC2 are seldom backward
in coming forward and the education routes available to the MC2 team.

Salon director Martin Coleman said, “It amazes me of the conRdence of our
young stylists. Not just the qualiRcations, (Jordan Imrie’s NVQ in the quickest time
of any trainee) but pushing themselves forward into the National arena. Jordon 17,
Poppy Bridge 18 and Charlotte Johnson 18 all auditioned for the coveted
CreactivUK under 25’s hair design team with Tom Price’s successful audition seeing

him through to selection. Apart from my obvious pride for the team it also creates
a real buzz around the salon.”
In addition, Danielle Brookes has re-engaged with La Biosthetique as a colour

trainer for the North West.
Martin added, “There is healthy vibrance about the place and these qualiRcations

are all about pushing our skills and bringing the very best experience to our
Warrington clients.”

JENNY Warburton has been chosen as this year's Knutsford "Royal"
May Queen.
The 13-year-old will be crowned the 149th May Queen at a

ceremony on Knutsford Heath on Saturday, May 4.
She has taken part in the festival since she was a tot and was a

court lady last year.
Jenny had more competition than has been usual in recent years

- there were 25 girls bidding to be Queen.
Secretary Ann de Ruiter said: "We've had 17 or 18 contestants in

recent years, but 25 is a good number and it shows the event is still
really strong."
Dylan McCourt, 14 was chosen as Crown Bearer and two 12-year-

olds, Amy Siwek and Lucy Glasby-Seddon were chosen as ladies-in-
waiting.
Court ladies will be Shayna Horth, Emilia Russell, Jasmine Dines

and Celine Barclay while Rachel Moonan, aged 12, will take the part
of Maid Marion.
Maids of honour will be Lucy Howarth, nine, Charlotte Barker,

eight, Libby Young, nine, Eva Marie Jones, eight, Katie Chaplin, nine
and Amber Houghton, nine

Jenny
will be
crowned
Queen

MC2’s young stars shine bright on a national stage

Takeaway
food shop
approved
PLANS for a hot food takeaway
shop in London Road, Stockton
Heath have been approved -
despite opposition from nearby
traders and the parish council.
The scheme involves

conversion of a vacant shop next
to the village post of>ce.
Objections from the parish

council were based on the loss
of a retail shop leading to
damage to the day time
economy of the area.
The parish council also

argued that the area already had
suf>cient takeaway food outlets
and restaurants with another
two more currently being
considered.
Nearby traders are also

concerned at the loss a retail
outlet and the prospect of
increased litter, smells, noise,
etc.
They said there were already

six food outlets in the row.
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FOOTFALL has dropped in Stockton
Heath's village shopping centre
since the free period on the local
pay-and-display car park was cut
from two hours to one.

This is the view of shopkeepers
quizzed by a local councillor.
Cllr John Price - a member of

neighbouring Appleton Parish Council
- ventured over the border into
Stockton Heath to carry out a survey
of shopkeepers in London Road.
He said: "I was not acting as a

councillor - it's not my parish! I was
just an ordinary member of the public.
But I had heard claims that
shopkeepers supported the reduced
free parking period which I just could
not believe. And I was right. I visited
every shop that was open in London
Road, between Victoria Square and the
Manchester Ship Canal and I found
that they were 100 per cent opposed
to the changes.
"I also discovered that doctors at

the local medical centre were being
inundated with requests for notes from
patients who had been 'booked' on the
car park because they had been unable
to get back to their cars within one
hour. It's almost as if the parking
wardens lie in wait for elderly or sick
people who have been delayed at the
medical centre. Businesses such as
hairdressers and opticians, whose
customers take longer to deal with,
were particularly affected.
"Overall there was a general view

that fewer people were shopping in

A YOUNG cricketer has
been chosen to play for
England in a series of
matches in South Africa.
Rob Jones, from

Stockton Heath, is one of
18 boys chosen from the
England Development
U17s to represent the
country against eight
South African teams.
The 17-year-old, a

student at Priestley
College, Warrington, will
be away for 22 days.
He said: "I always

played just because I love
the game. I was always
able to get runs and take
wickets, but I never
thought I'd be where I am
today - playing for
England."

It will be a second
overseas tour for Rob who
played in India last year
where he was named man of the match
for his performance in the Cricket Club
of India stadium after taking four for
29 in 10 overs.
"India was a fantastic experience

and I would go back again tomorrow,"
he said. "We spent time helping
underprivileged children who live in
the slums and it was one of the most
rewarding experiences of my life.
"I'm just trying to maximise all the

opportunities that are given to me at
this stage."
Rob started playing for Stretton

Cricket Club when he was seven after
taking up the sport a year earlier with
his dad, Peter.
By 11 he was playing with the

seniors at Stretton and already had

two years under his belt representing
Cheshire.
He said: "I play hard and

competitively and really like to get in
the batsmen's faces to let them know
I am there."
Out of 56 boys who played at last

year's Bunbury Cricket Festival Rob
was picked for a squad of 12 to enter
the England development programme.
This has allowed him to train with

the likes of former England players
Mark Ramprakash and Michael
Vaughan and he has since acted as
12th man for Lancashire.
He said: "My next goal is to play for

the under 19s in the World Cup next
year."

the village since the reduced free
period came into force."
Cllr Price took his Rndings to

Stockton Heath Parish Council - who
decided to raise the issue with
Warrington Borough Council, who
imposed the changes.
Cllr Price said: "The last thing we

want to do is drive shoppers away.
There were Rve empty shops in the
street when I did my survey. We don't
want any more. The borough council
seems to be out to increase revenue
from the car parks - but if one more
shop closes they will lose a lot more
in business rates."!

Spring gardening
tips
TIPS and advice will be on offer at a
Spring Gardening event being held at
High Legh Garden Centre on March 23
and 24.
The Get Your Garden Started show will

be held from 10.30 am to 4.30pm on
Saturday and from 10.30am to 4pm on
Sunday. There will be displays, children's
activities and advice from centre experts
and local gardening organisations. There
will also be special offers on plants, spas
and pools. Representatives from
Grappenhall Heys Walled Garden Project
will be on hand to talk about their work
restoring the garden. There will also be
advice on gardening courses, growing
fruit and vegetables, beekeeping and
gardening for wildlife.

Village shops hit by
parking charges

Teenage cricketer to play for England
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the Pink

To give your business
a boost and get it in

the

‘Pink’
call James Bryan now

on
01925 631592
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Money Column
By Margaret Black

The starting date for Real Time
Information (RTI) reporting is
approaching fast. If you have employees
then you need to ensure that you are
ready to implement it from 6th April.
There is plenty of guidance on HMRC’s
website, but there are a number of basic
points that you should be aware of if you
wish to avoid penalties.

RTI requires all payments to employees
to be reported to the tax office before they
are made. There is one class of employee
for whom this may present particular
difficulty, and that is the
director/shareholder of a family company.
There may be a temptation at present for
the director/shareholder to “draw” an
amount of money each week or month,
and to allocate these “drawings” to salary
and/or dividends at the end of the year. In
most cases this treatment will not be
acceptable under RTI.

The requirement to report to the tax
office before the payment of wages means
that the exact nature of each payment must
be known before it is made, and all
payments must be properly described in
the records and fully supported by backing
documentation. Director’s wages should be
paid separately from all other payments
and supported by entries in the payroll.
Similarly, dividends should again be paid
separately from all other payments and

supported by evidence of their legality as
well as board minutes and dividend
vouchers.

It is inevitable that the nature of
payments to directors will be examined in
detail during a PAYE or other tax office
review of a company’s records, and may
lead to the tax office contending that the
payments are wages and therefore
covered by RTI. The chance of being able
to successfully resist this contention will be
greatly reduced if proper records and
supporting documentation are not
maintained. If the tax office succeeds in
their contention then substantial additional
tax, penalties and interest will follow.

In a small number of cases RTI may not
present any difficulty for the
director/shareholder. If there is a sufficient
balance in the director’s loan account with
the company then all “drawings” can
properly be described as loan repayments.
At the end of the year, the company could
then vote a dividend and salary to
replenish the loan. Unfortunately, the
economic downturn in the past few years
has resulted in many of these loan accounts
being depleted due to lower profits, so this
option is available to fewer and fewer
companies.

The above is only one instance when RTI
will lead to increased burdens on
employers. There are other instances

including when an employer not only has
employees from whom tax and/or NIC is
deducted, but other employees not earning
sufficient for these deductions to apply.
Currently, the reporting requirements only
relate to employees suffering deductions.
However, under RTI all payments must be
reported even when no deductions are
made.

Please note that these ideas are
intended to inform rather than advise
and you should always obtain
professional advice before taking any
action.

Telephone 01925 413210 or e-mail
on margaret@warringtonaccountants
.co.uk

The Money Column provided by
WatkinsonBlack Chartered Accountants.
1st Floor, 264 Manchester Road,
Warrington, WA1 3RB.

Accountants who care, for clients who
matter.

Basic points to remember about RTI

David Watkinson and Margaret Black
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APPLETO�
PARISH
COU�CIL

To list your event call Village Life on

01925 623632

in the Villages
What’s On
March 12
STOCKTON HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath. 7.30pm
March 16
LIVE AT ST WILFRID'S
Craig Ogden (guitar) plays a selection of
popular and lesser known works for the guitar,
including work from two albums which both
reached No 1 in the classical charts
St Wilfrid's Church, Grappenhall. 7.30pm
March 19
APPLETON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm

ST MARY MAGDALENE MONDAY CLUB
St Mary Magdalene Church, Appleton 1.30pm

COUNTRY DANCING CLUB
St Thomas' Primary School, Parkgate Road,
Stockton Heath.
8-10pm. Details: 01925 262356

BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233

LADIES' FRIENDSHIP CLUB
The Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall.
8pm. Details: 01925 264099

Every second Monday
PARK (APPLETON) WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
7.30pm

Second and fourth Monday
WARRINGTON ART GROUP
Bellhouse Community Centre,
Bellhouse Lane, Grappenhall.
7-9pm.

Every third Monday
NATIONAL VEGETABLE SOCIETY
Cheshire District meeting
Grappenhall Ex-Servicemen's Club, Chester
Road, Grappenhall.
8pm. Details: 01925 265773.

Every fourth Monday
MARLFIELD WI
Independent Methodist Chapel,
Knutsford Road,
Grappenhall. 7.30pm

Every Tuesday
COFFEE MORNING
St Cross Church, Appleton Thorn. All welcome.
10am-12 noon

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall. 7.30pm.
Contact: 01925 757582.

COFFEE MORNING
Appleton Independent Methodist Church
Appleton Parish Hall, 10am-12 noon

Second and Fourth Tuesday of each month
STOCKTON HEATH & DISTRICT LIONS
Ram's Head, Grappenhall.

Every Wednesday
APPLETON HALL BADMINTON CLUB
Starting Decemberat Hall Drive, Appleton.
7.30-10pm.
Details: 01925 262356

Every first Wednesday
Walton WI
St John's Church Community Hall. 7.30pm

First and third Wednesday each month
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN'S CLUBS
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath.
8pm. Details: 01925 268311

STOCKTON HEATH PROBUS CLUB
Warrington Sports Club, Walton Lea Road,
Higher Walton.
Details: 01925 268540

Every third Wednesday
HIGHER WALTON WI, St John's Community Hall,
7.45pm. Details 01925 262001.

Every fourth Wednesday
ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY
Support Group, Brampton Lodge Day Centre,
Bridge Lane, Appleton. 6.30-8.30pm

Every Thursday
THE SILVER QUAYS Senior Citizen's Club
The Quays Community Centre, Thelwall New
Road, Thelwall.
Details: 01925 753474.

BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233

Every second Thursday
STRETTON WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
2.30pm.
Every third Thursday
NORTH EAST CHESHIRE FLOWER CLUB
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2pm
Details: 01925 740419
GRAPPENHALL WI
Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane
2.15pm
Every Friday
APPLETOTS TODDLER GROUP
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
9.45-11.30am. Details: 01925 268153.

Thelwall UpholsteryThelwall Upholstery
49 Knutsford Road, Grappenhall WA4 2NR

Call Sean on: 01925 604770 or mobile: 07799 228080
www.upholsterywarrington.co.uk

For all your upholstery needs
SPECIALISTS IN:

• Re-filling Cushions • Re-springing • Full Re-upholster
• Dining Furniture • Headboards

A wide range of sample books to choose from
All at competitive rates

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

FOR THE MOST COMPETITIVE RATES IN THE AREA

Document
storage
solutions
at the
FileRoom
BUSINESS is booming at the
FileRoom with owner Tim Blackshaw
busy making plans to expand his
document storage business at
Stretton, creating new employment
opportunities.

The FileRoom already provides
secure document storage for solicitors,
accountants, a hospital and major
high street stores including IKEA, to
name but a few, with more than
40,000 boxes currently being stored at
his premises - and with prices starting
from less than a penny a day, it is
certainly affordable.
Tim unveiled his expansion plans to

Warrington Chamber of Commerce
Chief Executive Colin Daniels who
recently toured the impressive
premises.

Tim was keen to promote his
company's green credentials, with all
shredding recycled and storage boxes
made from over 80 per cent recycled
material.
A 25kw solar panel system has also

been installed to provide electric for
the facility to reduce the carbon
footprint of the business.
Located at the M56 roundabout on

the outskirts of town, the location is
ideally situated half way between
Liverpool and Manchester.
Established in 2004 the FileRoom is

British Standard ISO 9001 for storage,
shredding and scanning.
Tim says that a recent customer

survey revealed that over 90 per cent

STOCKTON Heath Methodist Dramatic
Society is to stage two productions in
March. The Rrst will be "Peasouper" -
the award-winning Edinburgh Festival
comedy by Rejects' Revenge.

From the smoggy Hampstead
marshes to the blistering heat of an
Egyptian noon, "Peasouper" is an epic
tale of greed, jealousy... and camels.

It blazes across three continents,
over the roof of a speeding second
class carriage and arrives back in time
for a murder most fatal.
The play will be staged on March

14-15-16 at 7.30 at the Methodist
Church Hall, Walton Road, Stockton
Heath.
Tickets can be reserved in advance

by calling 01925 264179.

The society is also putting on a
one-night special on March 24 - Palm
Sunday - in the church.
"Saints and Scousers" will be an

evening of readings, depicting notable
"Women of Merseyside." Admission to
this will be free and the show starts at
6pm.

Friends fund-
raisers
EVENTS ranging from a Snowdrop Walk
to a strawberry, bubbly and
harpsichord evening are planned by
the Friends of Tabley House,
Knutsford.
The spring and summer events

programme also includes a talk by
Piero Gasparini, viola player with the
Hallé Orchestra, on April 9.
In May there is the Rrst of a series

of three concerts in the Great Gallery
at The Tabley House Collection.
Baroque music will be played by The

Telemann Ensemble on May 21. When
they visited last year the concert was
a sell out so early booking is
recommended. The music continues
on June 15 with a return concert by
the Sine Nomine choir with a rich
repertoire from 16th century motets to
popular 20th century songs.
The season ends on July 18 with a

harpsichord recital by young,
Japanese artist Keiko Sassa, featuring
French music of the 17th and 18th
century. All the music events start at
7.00 pm and cost £20 per head, with
all proceeds going towards major
conservation projects at the Tabley
House Collection.
Anyone wishing to Rnd out more

should contact Anna Smyth on 01565
651979 or annasmyth6@gmail.com

of customers were "extremely
satisRed."
He says the beneRts of document

storage by organising ofRce Rles and
paper work will allow space to be freed
up and creates a less cluttered
environment for staff to work in.
You don't even have to worry about

moving the boxes - a collection &
delivery service is available.
Tim said: "Make life a bit easier and

contact us to help with your storage
headaches."
All new customers can take

advantage of up to 12 months free
storage. T&C's Apply.
For more details call 01925

732752.

Epic tale of greed, jealousy...and camels!

� Chamber Chief Executive Colin Daniels being welcomed at the
FileRoom by Tim Blackshaw and Russell Kernahan.
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WINDOWS & GLAZING

SP GLAZING for all your glazing requirements,
double glazed units including failed and misted
units, broke windows, mirror fixing. Kite marked to
B/S. Time served glazier with over 30 years
experience. For a friendly no obligation quote tel
Sam Pendlebury on 01942 671859. Mob 07919
660296. (J4/13)

NEIL COPELAND WINDOWS & Conservatories Ltd.
Specialist in uPVC double glazing windows, doors,
porches, conservatories, also fascias and guttering.
FENSA registered. All work guaranteed. Tel: 01925
756138 / 07961 361550. (T2/14)

TYRES

TUITION

PAYROLL

FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS

GARDENING SERVICES
(G*)

Quality Fireplaces
at Affordable Prices

Quality Value Service Guaranteed

www.warrington-fires.co.uk

Surround
&

Marble
Only
£299

8 Lovely Lane, Warrington
(follow signs for hospital)

01925 417731

WARRINGTON
FIRE SURROUNDS

LAWN AND SPORTS GROUND DRAINAGE IN ONE
DAY. No digging, no repairs. Providing for the larger
grassed areas, picture and formal lawns. Contact
Bob 07952 608701. 01925 266852. Vat Reg.

(T3/13)

HYPNOTHERAPY
MICHAEL MAHONEY clinical hypnotherapist for
IBS, Stress, Anxiety and many other problems.
Medical Research project experience, BUPA Service
Provider. For FREE information sheet please
email TimelineServices@aol.com or ring 01925
658322 www.healthyaudio.com (G*)

DELIVERY SERVICES

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

FURNITURE FERRY LIGHT REMOVALS. Collections
arranged from Ikea, Costco and other stores, garden
centres, auctions etc. You choose, you buy, I
deliver – SIMPLE. Reliable, inexpensive service. Tel:
Matt 07970 178 333 or 01942 732768.
www.furnitureferry.co.uk (J5/13)

CLEANING SERVICES

WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? Watkinson Black
can provide a cost effective payroll service,
releasing you to concentrate on your business. For
further details please phone: 01925 413210 or
e-mail: info@warringtonaccountants.co.uk (G*)

TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. NICEIC
Part P Approved Contractor. All Electrical work
undertaken. Inspection & testing & PAT testing. All
work certified & guaranteed. Call Tim on
07754409906 or 01925 601055 (G3/13)

GATES

SITUATIONS VACANT

(J7/13)

(N7/13)

EVERGREEN ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING. NICEIC
approved contractor. For lights and sockets to
rewires, fuse-box upgrades. Qualified electrician.
All work is to the latest IEE wiring regulations. No
job too small. Most major credit and debit cards
accepted. Tel: David on 01925 724219 / 07971
407022. (J7/13)

BUILDING SERVICES
THELWALL BUILDING SERVICES, brick and block
work, pointing, roofing, facias. soffits, joinery,
windows, doors and plastering. No job to big or
small. For free quote ring Gary on 01925
266646 or 0780 8169278 (N6/13)

CLEANING SERVICES

(G*)

CAR SALES

G*

BATHROOMS

(G*)

CARPET CLEANING
SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU WILL EVER
have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 22 yrs. Have your carpets
& sofas beautifully deep cleaned leaving them fresh
smelling & colour restored. Latest & best methods.
Dry/steam. Professional, reliable & affordable. For
more info call Neil Riley on 01925
264989/07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net

(J12/13)

CURTAINS AND VALANCES made to measure to
your own choice of fabric. Home visits to advise,
measure and estimate. Free fitting. Curtain
alterations also undertaken. Tel: Catherine
Langley on 01925 604400. www.catherine
makescurtains.co.uk (T3/13)

CARPETS, CURTAINS & INTERIORS

Call 0800 955 5247 to advertiseCLASSIFIEDS

(T5/13)

GARDENING SERVICES

(J3/13)

PRINTER CONSUMABLES

M J NEEDHAM LANDSCAPES Award winning with
over 15 years experience. All aspects of
landscaping, specialist in bespoke construction.
Qualified design service available. Contact 01925
764 397 or 07888 730 383 (J3/13)

(J6/13)

HOME SERVICES

Hours are by agreement.
The package offers expenses
and uncapped commission

SALES PERSON
Village Life and its sister

publications are looking for
a self motivated person

with good people skills who
can work on their own and

as part of a team.
The successful applicant

would be able to work from
home but would also be

expected to spend a certain
amount of time in the ofAce

If you feel you have
the necessary qualities
please email your CV
to info@warrington-

worldwide.co.uk

DYSLEXIA, DYSCALCULIA OR DYSPRAXIA Impeding
literacy or numeracy? Specialist tuition for children
aged 6 to 14+ from highly regarded, qualified and
experienced professional. Contact Jenny Stanley
B.Ed, Dip.SEN, Ad.Dip.SpLD, Dip.Mus. Tel 01925
754594 or 07511 933026. (J8/13)

(N4/13)

LIMO HIRE

KITCHENS

WHAT EVER YOUR OCCASION IS WE HAVE
limos available from 8 to 16 seats in various
colours. If your at the planning stages for a
Wedding, Hen party, Birthday or School Prom
remember to include a limo for your special
occasion. Visit www.limosnorthwest.co.uk
or Call 0800 505 3214 (G5/13)

QUALITY KITCHENS SUPPLIED AND FITTED by
local experienced fitters. No job too small. If you
have bought a kitchen we can fit it - or we can
supply and fit full kitchen units including joinery
work, plastering, electrics etc. All work is
guaranteed. B&L Kitchen Installations. M 07935
267200 or 01925 451883 after 6pm. (G*)

(G3/14)

DOCUMENT STORAGE
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