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Opinion
ARE planners right to be cautious 
about proposals for a two-storey 
underground storage facility for 
specialist cars on the former 
Stretton Airfield?

Too right they are. The planning 
application – which has to be 
approved by both Warrington and 
Cheshire East councils if it is to go 
ahead – poses more questions than it 
answers.

It is no wonder there are objections 
from parish councils at Appleton, 
Antrobus and High Legh,  plus one 
from Appleton Thorn Village Hall and 
15 from people living near the former 
Royal Navy air station.

True, the applicants promise to 
create  10 acres of grassland, two 
and-a-half acres of woodland and 
seven wildlife ponds, along with 
an office building that would be a 
“fascinating example of 21st century 
architecture.”

But the proposals involve more 
than 125 acres of the wartime 
airfield and involve subterranean 
features more reminiscent of Cold War 
nuclear bunkers than 21st century 
architecture!

Although the applicants say there 
is no intention to use the old runways 
for racing or speed testing, they do 

say existing areas of hardstanding 
would be used for testing vehicles to 
ensure they work properly before they 
are taken out on public highways.

What would be the difference, we 
wonder?

It may well be that the proposals 
are entirely suitable for a site which 
the applicants admit attracts them 
because of its privacy and security.  
But it seems to us that local people 
are entitled to know more about 
a plan which involves a private 
collection of up to 118 specialist 
cars, kept in an underground storage 
facility the construction of which will 
entail the removal of huge amounts of 
possibly contaminated materials.

The mystery only deepens when 
one learns of a security lodge and 
office staff researching and sourcing 
vehicles from specialist dealers across 
the country.

So yes – the planners are right to 
be cautious. 

WE are pleased to be able to report 
that the prospect of a six week 
Christmas Market on Knutsford’s 
Little Heath this year appears 
to have receded. The promoters, 
apparently surprised at the anger 

their proposals caused among local 
residents,  say the event has been 
put off until 2015 and will no 
longer involve the Little Heath.

The worry remains, however, 
that the idea has not been dropped 
altogether. And if it is not to involve 
the Little Heath, could it now be 
intended to use the adjoining “Big 
Heath”?

In this column, back in April, we 
suggested that a daily Christmas 
Market with 100 chalets, licensed 
bar, Santa’s Grotto and Christmas Tree 
forest operating from mid-November 
to Christmas Eve and staying open 
until 9pm could inflict enormous 
damage on trade in the “real” town.

We regarded the promoters’ claim 
that Cheshire would be missing out 
on Christmas Spirit if their market did 
not go ahead as preposterous – and 
we still do.

More than 600 people signed a 
petition opposing the market this 
year. We would advise them to remain 
on guard.

Ted becomes Mayor at second 
time of asking
A COUNCILLOR who has represented 
the Grappenhall and Thelwall area 
for more than 30 years is the new 
Mayor of Warrington – at the second 
time of asking.

Cllr Ted Finnegan missed out at 
becoming the town’s first citizen 
when he lost his borough council seat 
at Latchford in 2010 when he was 
deputy mayor in waiting.

He got back on the borough 
council representing Grappenhall and 
Thelwall - where he has been a parish 
councillor for 31 years - in 2012 and 
now, having served a second term 
as deputy mayor, has at last become 
Mayor, with his wife Mavis, his 
Mayoress.

Cllr Finnegan started work as 
an office boy at the age of 15, 
later becoming a metal worker 
and engineering buyer for four 
international companies.

He was proposed as the town’s 
131st Mayor by Lib Dem leader Cllr 
Ian Marks who described him as “very 
much a man of the people .”

Fellow Lib Dem councillor and 
former Mayor Cllr Mike Biggin 
seconded the proposal, saying 
Cllr Finnegan, was the fifth Mayor 
from the parish of Grappenhall and 
Thelwall, the first being Joseph Parr 
in 1901.

“When he gets hold of an issue he 
will not let go and will take it right 
to the top to get it resolved,” added 
Cllr Biggin.

Cllr Finnegan said: “It will be a 
great honour to serve the people of 
Warrington along with my wife Mavis 
as Mayoress and I am looking forward 

to getting started”
The Mayor’s charities for this year 

are Warrington Disability Partnership 
and Combat Stress.
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Storm over ‘secret’ plan to close tip
A STORM has broken over “secret” 
proposals to close the Sandy Lane 
Recycling Centre in Stockton Heath 
from August 1.

Liberal Democrat councillors claim 
the decision was “hidden” on the 
agenda of Warrington Borough Council’s 
executive board on June 10 - and have 
asked that it be “called in” for further 
consideration by the council’s scrutiny 
committee.

Cllr Peter Walker, of Appleton said: 
“Our request for the ‘call-in’ lists six 
reasons why we are unhappy.  

“This decision must have been made 
before February but it has been kept 
secret until now.  There has been no 
consultation with residents, parish 
councils, local groups or councillors in 
South Warrington or, as far as I know, 
elsewhere in the town.

“The additional proposal to 

‘compensate’ South Warrington by 
installing unsupervised ‘Bring Banks’ 
is also very worrying and needs proper 
discussion.”

A proposal to close the Sandy Lane 
centre in 2010 was rejected by the 
then Lib Dem led administration after 
consultation with the public.

Cllr Walker (pictured right) says he 
hopes the Labour administration will 
also listen before making far reaching 
decisions on the future of waste 
handling.

“The potential for a reduction in 
recycling, longer car journeys, litter 
and fly tipping must be considered,” 
he said.

Cllr Walker said he believed the 
decision was not taken in accordance 
with the principles of decision 
making as laid down in the council’s 
constitution.

It was disproportionate to the 

desired outcome because of the effect it 
would have on the south of the borough 
compared to the north.

There had also been a lack 
of consultation and incomplete 
information on the reasons for the 
decision and “secrecy” since at least 
February.

“When the tendering process 
commenced there was presumably a 
presumption that no centres would 
close – yet the outcome resulted in a 
closure,” he said.

No account had been taken of the 
cost of the promised additional ‘bring 
bank’ facility as compensation for the 
Stockton Heath closure nor of the 
financial or environmental impact of 
extra traffic and fly tipping.

Cllr Walker said only one tenderer 
remained at the end and he wondered 
if such a sensitive issues should have 
gone out to re-tender.

A MAJOR consultation on proposals for a housing development has divided a 
village community.

Residents of Appleton Thorn were invited to an exhibition in the village by 
developers Bloor Homes, who want to build houses on land opposite the village 
hall, in Stretton Road.

The company said they were offering a “blank canvas” and wanted to hear from 
villagers before they started drawing up detailed plans.

A second public meeting will be held before the proposals are finalised and a 
planning application submitted.

Some residents are strongly opposed to more housing – but others are interested 
in offers to include play space and, possibly, a shop, in the development.

Currently Appleton Thorn does not have a shop or a play area.
Mark Waite, strategic planning director at Bloor Homes, said: “This is an 

exciting scheme for us and the people of Appleton Thorn. We really are offering 
residents a blank canvas and we want local people to tell us what they would like 
to see in the village. 

“Of course we want to deliver much-needed new family housing and affordable 
homes on the site, but there is also the opportunity to deliver more than that.

“We want to understand what villagers want. Does Appleton Thorn need a 
village green? How about a children’s’ play area or a new shop? If people don’t 
tell us, we won’t know. This really is genuine consultation. Our ears - and minds 
- are open and we look forward to hearing what local residents have to say.”

The company believes their proposals would attract young families to the area 
and provide an economic boost.

Bloor Homes, one of the largest privately owned house building groups in the 
UK, have shown an interest in Appleton Thorn before, holding a consultation 
meeting a year or two ago.

PARISH councillors at Stockton 
Heath feel they have been left in the 
dark over proposals for the future 
operation of the London Road swing 
bridge over the Manchester Ship Canal 
when shipping increases.

While they wish canal operators 
Peel Ports every success with their 
bold plans to increase canal traffic, 
they do not feel it should be at the 
expense of the people of Stockton 
Heath.

Peel and Warrington Borough 
Council have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding designed to minimise 
road traffic disruption when canal 
shipping increases with Peel’s Atlantic 
Gateway initiative.

But parish councillors have not 
yet seen the Memorandum and fear 
that increased opening and closing 
of the swing bridge – and the others 
on Chester Road and Knutsford Road 
– could be disastrous to life in the 
village with traffic gridlock and 

increased pollution. 
Members feel that the more 

successful Peel are with their 
ambitions the more often the bridges 
will become closed to road traffic.

They want any increased shipping 
to be at night.

The parish council has set up a 
working party to put together an 
action strategy.

They are also critical of the 
current unsightly condition of the 
London Road bridge and have asked 

Peel to provide a copy of their asset 
maintenance plan.

Councillors have also expressed 
concern about the proposed toll 
for the new Runcorn Bridge and the 
existing Silver Jubilee Bridge which 
will increase traffic congestion in 
Warrington and Stockton Heath.   
It was agreed Warrington should 
campaign against the toll charges

Housing plan splits village community

Parish in the dark over swing bridge closures
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Advertiser’s announcement

Keep the village alive support your local traders!

STOCKTON
HEATH TRAVEL

Special
Offers

Stockton Heath Travel Centre

FLORENCE
22nd September 2014
From Manchester to Pisa
3* hotel in Florence B&B
Based on 2 people sharing
from £368 per person

26th August 2014
From Manchester to Pisa
4* hotel in Florence B&B
Based on 2 people sharing
from £395 per person

29th September 2014
From Manchester to Pisa
5* hotel in Florence B&B
Based on 2 people sharing
from £658 per person

01925 269400
80 London Road
Stockton Heath

enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com 

 Linda Crowder – Stockton Heath Travel

Florence, Italy
This is a medieval small City sat 
on the River Arno with museums & 
churches displaying Renaissance art.

Direct fl ights into Pisa, then either 
taxi, train or take the transfer bus from 
the airport into the centre of Florence.  
The top sights to visit whilst there 
are:- Uffi zi Gallery housing Renaissance 
masterpieces, major works by Giotto, 
Botticelli, Michelangelo, Da Vinci, 
Raphael, Titian etc.   Duomo cathedral 
with its polychrome marble façade and 
tapering bell tower is well worth a visit.  
Basilica di Santa Maria Novella which 
is a wonderful green and white marble 
façade of a church, showing romantic 
cloisters, paintings etc.   Basilica 
di San Lorenzo, this parish church 
was designed by Brunelleschi.  There 
are some lovely squares hosting nice 
restaurants and bars try the croissants 
and espresso mid-morning and at lunch 
time a panino or tramessini (club 
sandwich) with a glass of wine will 
revitalise you ready for an afternoon of 
sightseeing or shopping.  Guccio Gucci 
and Salvatore Farragamo were both 
born here hence Florentines take great 
pride in their dress and appearance. 
The designer shops are in abundance as 
well as some up and coming designers- 
well worth a visit if you want to buy 

something ‘different’  Away from 
the shops in the local markets there 
are bargains to be had ie handbags, 
jewellery, shoes, gloves etc.

After all the shopping and 
sightseeing start the evening with 
wine or beer with crostini, then enjoy 
a leisurely evening meal whether it be 
one of the smaller local restaurants 
or one of the stylish Florentine 
restaurants.

There are jazz clubs and a few dance 
clubs, Florence is not a party city but 
there is an Irish pub with live music 

Take a stroll across the Ponte 
Vecchio bridge to enjoy the most 
romantic sunset view in Florence.   This 
bridge dates from 1345 and during 
the day is home to some of the city’s 
jewellers  If you want to explore the 
city there are several walking tours, 
plus guided tours of museums, cookery 
courses, classic Vespa tour, Segway 
guided tours, Fiat 500 Tour, etc.  From 
Florence there are day trips to Siena & 

San Gimignano, Pisa & Lucca, Assis & 
Cortona, Chianti etc.

Interested in a holiday with a 
difference? Please call in or email 
for further information or a quote  
enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com  
or call us 01925 269400. Follow us 
on twitter @stocktonhthtvl & like us 
on facebook and linkedin.

01925 269400
80 London Road, Stockton Heath

We are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturdays 9am to 
4pm.  If you cannot make these times we are happy to arrange an 

appointment at your convenience.

enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com 
Follow us on twitter @stocktonhthtvl,  facebook and linkedin
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Villagers turn back the clock
VILLAGERS at Appleton Thorn turned back the clock to 1178 to celebrate the 
unique annual Bawming the Thorn ceremony.

Special guest at the event was local historian Mark Olly, who officially opened 
the event at the only village in the country where the “Bawming the Thorn” 
ceremony takes place.

The thorn tree, which stands beside the local church, is believed to be an 
offshoot from the Glastonbury thorn which grew from the staff of Joseph.

Adam de Dutton, a knight of the crusades and local landowner brought it to 
Appleton Thorn in 1178, although the current tree is a relative newcomer.

Bawming involves decorating the tree with flowers and ribbons, with local 
school children performing the bawming dance.

To commemorate the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002, the tree became one of 
only 50 in the country to be chosen as a Great British Tree!

Appleton Thorn Primary pupils performing the Bawming Dance.

Cadishead Band.

Special guest of honour, Mark Olly. Appleton Thorn Village Choir.

Thelwall Morris Dancers.

Knight Michael Cooper and Page Max Ison.

Check out village-life.co.uk for a video and more pictures
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Spotlight on childcare
Blooming’s Day Nursery Little Lot Nursery

St Matthew’s Pre-School Stretton

BLOOMING’S is an independent family owned and managed Day Nursery and been 
established for more than 15 years caring for babies, toddlers and pre-school children.  

If you are looking for a safe, secure and happy place for your child please come 
along and meet with owner/manager Lisa and officer in charge Jan. 

They would love to introduce you to their dedicated and skilled team, many who 
are parents themselves.

They will also offer you a tour of their wonderful facilities, housed in a landmark 
former utility building, which has been sympathetically converted into the bright, 
homely and fun space that became Blooming’s day nursery in 1997.

Open on all weekdays from 8am to 6pm, they only close for Bank Holidays and 
Christmas week.

Their singular aim is to provide excellence in Pre-School Education and Childcare 
in Warrington.

You can phone for an appointment, or please drop-in to see them at any one of 
their open day sessions held each Wednesday between 9:30am and 11:30am.

BASED within the grounds of Stockton Heath Primary School The Little Lot 
Nursery is a community nursery which provides a fun, friendly and stimulating 
environment for 2 - 4 year olds, where the emphasis is on children ‘Learning 
through Play’.

Children are valued as individuals and the aim is to provide the very best 
environment for those children. The aim is to give the children a fulfilling and 
rewarding pre-school education, which will provide a firm foundation for future 
growth and development.

They are concerned with the all round development of the children, their 
physical, intellectual, moral, social and emotional development. 

Their activities are planned and structured to enable children to extend 
their skills in all areas, at their own pace with qualified and experienced staff, 
encouraging and extending the children’s ideas and activities in order to work 
through and follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Principles.

St Matthews Pre-School opened in September 1989 and has, since then, gone 
from strength to strength, achieving the “Outstanding” accreditation from Ofsted 
in July 2012. 

As a pre-school the aim is to provide a happy, caring and stimulating 
environment which will help to achieve the all round development of the children 
socially, intellectually and emotionally.

Daily activities are planned and structured to enable children to develop their 
skills in all areas at their own pace with the help of dedicated, qualified and 
experienced staff.

Activities are continually monitored and updated to ensure the pre-school 
works within the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework.

St Matthews Pre-School is based at the Church Hall on Stretton Road, Stretton 
and offers both indoor and outdoor play. Although not affiliated to a particular 
school, there is a close working relationship with neighbouring schools in the 
area.

In September they will be celebrating their 25th Anniversary and will be 
looking to reunite with children and families past and present to share stories 
and memories of St Matthews Pre-School.
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Golden Rose Queen Festival
THE 50th annual Thelwall Rose Queen Festival celebrated it’s Golden 
Jubilee in style as former queens from throughout the decades joined the 
celebrations.

The honour of being the 50th Rose Queen went to 12 year-old Eva Lavender, 
who was joined by the former Queens who took part in the parade.

Eva is a pupil at King’s Leadership Academy, Warrington and she was crowned 
following a procession through the village streets.

 Thelwall Rose Queen 2014 attendants.

Second Rainbow Guides with their Pirate’s Gold float.

 Past Thelwall Rose Queens taking part in the 50th Rose Queen Parade.   Retiring Thelwal Rose Queen Mary Connors with Attendants.

All Saints Parish Church Gold Rush float.

  Thelwall Rose Queen 2014 Eva Lavender - Callow aged 12 waves to the crowds.

More pictures online at village-life.co.uk
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THE seventh annual Stockton Heath 
Festival gets under way on Thursday, 
July 3  with four days packed with 
music, theatre, comedy, visual arts, 
workshops, culture  and much more.

Events will be taking place at 15 
venues across the village and the 
neighbouring villages of Appleton, 
Grappenhall and Stretton.

Organisers say there is something 
for everyone, young and old – and 
many events are free.

A box office is open every Friday 
and Saturday until July 4 in the Forge 
Shopping Centre, from 10am until 
4pm and late availability tickets will 
be on sale from an information point 
on the Festival Field off Parkgate 
Road.

The festival starts on Thursday, July 
3 with stories for children at Stockton 
Heath Library. Other events include  a 
primary schools concert at Hillcliffe 
Baptist Church, Appleton, Warrington 
Male Voice Choir and the Bridgewater 
Singers at St Thomas’s church, the 
play “Peasouper” by Stockton Heath 
Methodist Dramatic Society.

The following day there is a history 
talk “Warrington at War” at Appleton 
Parish Hall, bowling taster sessions 
for the over 60s at Alexandra Park,  
Magic of the Musicals at Bridgewater 
Upper School, the Swing Commanders 

at the Festival Marquee, Parkgate 
Road and much more.

Saturday starts with a sports fun 
day at Stockton Heath Primary School 
and also offers a Puppet Parade at 
the Scout Hut, model railways at 
Grappenhall Community Centre, The 
George Formby Society in the Main 
Marquee, Open Air Theatre at the 
Park Royal Hotel, a folk concert at 
Appleton Parish Hall and a concert by 
tribute band Fake That in the Festival 
Marquee.

Sunday events include  boat trips 
on the Bridgewater Canal, a mini 
family circus, Festival Songs of Praise 
at St Thomas’ Church and a concert by 
soul singer Diane Shaw and her live 
band in the Festival Marquee.

Some events span several days, 
including  the arts, crafts and farmers 
market  and Music and Dance on the 
Festival Field on Saturday and Sunday, 
and an art exhibition at St Thomas’ 
Church which will run throughout the 
festival.

The festival is sponsored by a 
number of local firms, Stockton Heath 
and Appleton parish councils and 
other organisations.

More details are available at www.
stocktonheathfestival.co.uk

Village festival offers 
music, dance, theatre 
and much more
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Business is booming at FDR Law
BUSINESS is booming at Stockton Heath based law firm FDR Law which has just 
recruited seven new staff to join the law practice in a variety of roles.

Thanks to a reinvigorated property market and greater confidence in the local 
economy, FDR Law has experienced a growing demand for its legal services, 
particularly in conveyancing.

Emma Allchurch, a conveyancing solicitor, and Alison Herdson, a conveyancing 
executive, have boosted the residential property service in the firm’s Stockton Heath 
office and solicitor Chris Illingworth will head up professional conveyancing services 
in their Frodsham office.

The busy family law specialists in Stockton Heath have been bolstered by the 
arrival of Rachel Kendrick as a chartered legal executive and in Warrington, Ian Murray 
joins the accounts office and IT support gets extra help from Andrew Glover and FDR 
Law’s first apprentice, Jack Peters.

Oliver Burton, FDR Law chief executive, is delighted the firm is in a position to 
expand. He said: “All law firms have experienced some challenging times recently but 
the fact we are able to take on seven new staff within the space of four months is a 
sure sign that the local economy is now in a much better place.

“The property market is one area where activity is now at a very healthy level again 
which is good news for all the professionals who are involved in this sector.

“I am also very proud to recruit the firm’s first young apprentice who will be 
learning new work skills under the expert tuition of our seasoned professionals in 
the IT department.”

The new recruits join more than 100 staff at FDR Law’s offices in Palmyra Square, 
Warrington, Walton Road, Stockton Heath and High Street, Frodsham. FDR Law is 
a full service legal practice offering professional services in commercial, wills & 
probate, family, litigation, conveyancing and criminal law.

For more information contact FDR Law on 01925 230000. (Warrington Office), 
01925 604713 (Stockton Heath Office) or visit www.fdrlaw.co.uk.

The team at Stockton Heath
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THE UK has one of the poorest savings rates of all developed economies, resulting in a growing ‘savings gap’ – the difference between what people need 
to save for retirement or long term future,  and what they actually are saving. 

At Simple Solutions we believe this is understandable and is a direct result of misguided government policy, over regulation of savings and investment 
and under regulation of borrowing. People are encouraged to borrow, and discouraged to save, primarily because of over complicated products that are 
caught in the net of regulatory disclaimers and uncertainty. 

We firmly believe that, rather than regulate the activity of thousands of advisers, the regulator should instead pay much closer attention to the products 
in the first place. 

For the past three years Simple Solutions has helped campaign for change. Last December I had a meeting with David Mowat, MP for Warrington 
South. During the meeting he asked me what I would recommend to the chancellor if I were advising on pensions. I told David that I would scrap the 
requirement to purchase an annuity. I must admit I never thought that would actually happen!  

People need to take responsibility for their own money, their own futures. This has started to happen since the March budget. 

We have long wished for a time when an enlightened chancellor could, with the stroke of his pen, simplify the savings market. 

Allowing people to access their own money at retirement is in the UK, revolutionary. What it signals is a dispensation of red tape and unnecessary 
bureaucracy that has put people off pension investment as the primary way of saving for retirement. We believe that the recent changes to ISA’s and 
pensions announced in the 2014 budget are of great significance and will encourage people to make better provision for their long-term financial well-
being. Hopefully it is the end of the nanny state regulation.

Our goal based technology will allow clients to set goals not only for their retirement, but any future event, such as savings for university fees for 
example, and will track that progress against that goal daily. And if they are falling short, a client can with one click, close the gap by putting money in. We 
call this process Impulse Save. It is the antitheses of the impulse borrowing of the payday loan movement that is belatedly getting attention.  

Without sounding condescending, people have to be shown how to save effectively. Personal finance should be taught in 
schools and colleges. People should understand what the implications are if they only pay the minimum balance on a credit 
card for example. Once people are shown the right way to save, they should be fine. But as long as it is easier to borrow the 
money than it is to save it, then the payday loan people will flourish!      

Don Wernham, Financial Planner
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Money Column
By Margaret Black

Cloud Accounting
WatkinsonBlack advocate the use 
of ‘cloud accounting’ we endorse 
this by using Kash� ow

What do we mean by ‘cloud’?
‘Cloud’ is an area of the internet 
where relevant data can be 
accessed online anytime, anywhere, 
from any internet connected device 
meaning small business owners can 
stay connected to their data and to 
their accountants. The software can 
combine with a whole economic 
system and it is measurably cost-
effective and simple to use.

To make your business accounting 
more effective and ef� cient, cloud 
accounting software is a sensible 
choice.  Providing inputs are kept 
up to date there will be a better day 
to day overview of the � nancial 
position of the business including 
bank balance(s), debtors (people 
who owe you money) creditors 
(people you owe money to), and 
certain other liabilities including 
VAT.

There is no longer a need to install 
and run on a desktop computer. 

Instead it is all done for you and 
all you have to do to subscribe 
is pay a monthly subscription.   It 
is one of the most secure ways to 
store information e.g. if your laptop 
is stolen, no one can access your 
data unless they have your login 
and password details to your online 
account. 

In the event of a � re etc, data 
held in the cloud means business 
output need not be affected, all the 
information is safely and securely 
stored off site. As long as you have 
access to a computer or a device 
connected to the internet, you can 
be back up and running directly. 

Cloud software companies certify 
security and privacy of data is 
always airtight. 

Problems with non cloud 
accounting packages:
• It is not always possible to keep 

the system  up-to-date 
• It will only work on one computer 

and may also be stored on a USB 
drive, however, this source is not 
secure or reliable.

• Normally only one person has 

access which means key people 
cannot always readily obtain 
pertinent information

• It can be time consuming and 
expensive to upgrade the 
software and to keep data 
backed up

• Customer support services can 
be expensive and slow.

Find out what professional advice 
we can provide to complete your 
tax return.

Please telephone 01925 
413210 or e-mail info@
warringtonaccountants.co.uk

The Money Column is provided by
WatkinsonBlack Chartered Accountants
1st Floor, 264 Manchester Road,
Warrington, WA1 3RB.
Accountants who care, for clients who matter
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at Stretton
THE SALON

10% DISCOUNT TO ALL VILLAGE LIFE READERS
with this advert

London Road, Opposite The Cat & Lion, (A49) Stretton, WA4 4ND
TEL: 01925 730222   |   www.thesalonatstretton.co.uk

Over 25 Years Experience • Ladies, Gents & Children
Bespoke Treatments • Friendly Quali� ed Staff • Free Parking

Thelwall UpholsteryThelwall Upholstery
49 Knutsford Road, Grappenhall WA4 2NR

Call Sean on: 01925 604770 or mobile: 07799 228080
www.upholsterywarrington.co.uk

For all your upholstery needs
SPECIALISTS IN:

• Re-filling Cushions • Re-springing • Full Re-upholster
• Dining Furniture • Headboards

A wide range of sample books to choose from
All at competitive rates

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

FOR THE MOST COMPETITIVE RATES IN THE AREA



What’s on
in the villages

APPLETON
PARISH

COUNCIL

To list your event call Village Life on

01925 623632

July 8
STOCKTON HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath. 7.30pm

July 15
APPLETON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm

July 17
GRAPPENHALL & THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL
Council Offices, Bellhouse Lane. 7.30pm

Every Monday
ST MARY MAGDALENE MONDAY CLUB
St Mary Magdalene Church, Appleton 1.30pm

COUNTRY DANCING CLUB
St Thomas’ Primary School, Parkgate Road, Stockton 
Heath. 8-10pm. Details: 01925 262356

BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233

LADIES’ FRIENDSHIP CLUB
The Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall.
8pm. Details: 01925 264099

HIGH LEGH RUBBER BRIDGE CLUB
Village Hall, 7-10pm.
Details: Audrey Greaves 0161 904 0120

Every second Monday
PARK (APPLETON) WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm

Second and fourth Monday
WARRINGTON ART GROUP
Bellhouse Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, 
Grappenhall. 7-9pm.

Every third Monday
NATIONAL VEGETABLE SOCIETY
Cheshire District meeting
Grappenhall Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Chester Road, 
Grappenhall.
8pm. Details: 01925 265773.

Every fourth Monday
MARLFIELD WI
Grappenhall Community Library, Albert Road, 
Grappenhall. 7.30pm

Every Tuesday
COFFEE MORNING
St Cross Church, Appleton Thorn. All welcome. 
10am-12 noon

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall. 7.30pm.
Contact: 01925 757582.

COFFEE MORNING
Appleton Independent Methodist Church
Appleton Parish Hall, 10am-12 noon

Every Wednesday
APPLETON HALL BADMINTON CLUB
September - April at Hall Drive, Appleton.
7.30-10pm. Details: 01925 262356

Every first Wednesday
Walton WI
St John’s Church Community Hall. 7.30pm
Details: 01925 604384

First and third Wednesday each month
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath.
8pm. Details: 01925 268311

STOCKTON HEATH PROBUS CLUB
Warrington Sports Club, Walton Lea Road,
Higher Walton.
Details: 01925 268540

Every third Wednesday
HIGHER WALTON WI, St John’s Community Hall, 
7.45pm. Details 01925 262001.

Every fourth Wednesday
ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY
Support Group, Brampton Lodge Day Centre, Bridge 
Lane, Appleton. 6.30-8.30pm

Every Thursday
THE SILVER QUAYS Senior Citizen’s Club
The Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall.
Details: 01925 753474.

BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233

Every second Thursday
STRETTON WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2.30pm.

GRAPPENHALL PROBUS CLUB
Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, 
10am. Details: 01925 264427.

Every third Thursday
NORTH EAST CHESHIRE FLOWER CLUB
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2pm
Details: 01925 740419

GRAPPENHALL WI
Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane 
2.15pm

Every Friday
APPLETOTS TODDLER GROUP
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
9.45-11.30am. Details: 01925 268153.
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Age UK bowled over by cricket legends

The Singing salon!

FORMER England cricket stars Derek 
Randall and Mark Ramprakash will 
lead an Age UK cricket team of 
staff and volunteers against the 
Professional Cricket Association 
(PCA) Masters at Grappenhall Cricket 
Club at 2pm on Sunday, August 24.

Tickets are now on sale for the charity 
match and a glittering gala dinner 
which will feature an all-star line-up 
of England cricket legends, including 
Strictly Come Dancing winner Mark 
Ramprakash. The Charity aims to raise 
vital funds to help older people.

The star-studded charity sporting 
afternoon will see the Age UK team 
take on the PCA Masters including past 
England cricketers Steve Harmison, 
Neil Fairbrother, Alex Tudor and Dean 
Headley.  

Hugh Forde, Managing Director of 
Retail, Trading and Training at Age UK 
said: “We’re really excited about testing 
out our batting skills against England’s 
cricket legends. It’s destined to be a 
fun sporting afternoon followed by a 
spectacular evening, with all the money 
raised supporting Age UK in helping 
older people through its services 
across the country and right here in 
Warrington.”

Former England Cricketer, Mark 
Ramprakash (pictured right) said: 
“Myself and the rest of the PCA Masters 
look forward to heading to Grappenhall 
CC to take on the Age UK team later this 
summer. I will be captaining the PCA 
Masters and will hopefully be leading 
my team to an entertaining victory! It 
would be great to see the ground full 
for what is sure to be another fantastic 
occasion, and we are very proud to be 
part of such a great fundraising event.”

After the excitement of the match, 
a glittering gala dinner will follow 
from 7pm at the Grappenhall Cricket 
Club. People will be able to join a host 
of cricket legends for a celebratory 
dinner and take part in a silent auction 
for unique sporting memorabilia 
including a signed bat from the current 
England Cricket Team and from the 
legendary umpire Dickie Bird as well 
as other great prizes such as a tour of 
Liverpool’s Anfield Football Stadium. 
The evening includes a line-up of great 
entertainment including a talk from 

the PCA Masters team, a live auction 
as well a disco to end the evening 
entertainment.

Tickets for the star-studded afternoon 
charity match for can be purchased for 
£10 (£5 concessions). Tickets for the 
evening event are available at £100 for 
an individual, £1,000 for a 10-seat table 
or £1,500 for a nine-seat table with 
a PCA cricketer. People can purchase 
tickets for the afternoon match and/
or the evening function by calling Age 
UK on 01925 859 525 or in person from 
Age UK in Warrington or at Grappenhall 
Cricket Club.

The money raised from the charity 
cricket match will support Age UK’s 
range of services that help millions of 
older people and serious issues they may 
face like loneliness through information 

and advice, practical support and access 
to social activities.

www.ageuk.org.uk/latest-news/
tickets-on-sale-for-age-uk-cricket-
match/

THE Salon at Stretton which offers 
hair and beauty treatments  is also 
known as the “Singing salon”.

 
As well as running the Groovy 

Tuesdays Community Choir which 
boasts 88 members, owner Suanne 
Miller is also dedicated to teaching 
smaller vocal groups after hours at the 
Salon which support and entertain at 
festivals, fetes and private functions 
to raise money for local charities. 

As well as teaching singing Suanne 
is a fully qualified beauty therapist. 
She is also a Shellac Master Painter 
and specialises in Lava Shell Massage 
Therapy.

The team of experienced and 
qualified staff include Kay Senior, a 
hair stylist with 25 years experience, 
specialising in colouring, all aspects 
of ladies, gents and children’s hair 
cutting and is well known for her long 
lasting curly blow dries.

The salon offers bespoke 
treatments,  friendly staff who are 
dedicated to customer service, value 
for money and FREE parking!

BASED at their state of the art clinic 
at Daresbury Park, Reproductive Health 
Group are committed to using the latest 
technologies available to give their 
patients the best possible chance of a 
successful pregnancy. 

The most well known assisted 
conception technique is in vitro 
fertilisation (IVF), where the sperm and 
eggs are mixed in the laboratory, and 
if fertilisation is successful, the created 
embryo is transferred back into the 
female partner’s womb. However, there 
are many more technologies available 
now to complement IVF and enhance 
the chances of a successful pregnancy, 
for example techniques such as ICSI 
(intracytoplasmic sperm injection) 
where a single  good quality sperm 
is injected directly into the egg, and 
IMSI (intracytoplasmic morphologically 

selected sperm), which uses a more 
powerful microscope to help ensure 
the best available sperm are used for 
the fertilisation process. Once embryos 
are created, they can now be cultured 
in an incubator to a later more mature 
stage of development (known as a 
‘blastocyst’) before being transferred 
back into the womb. Reproductive 
Health Group’s embryology team also 
use a preparation called EmbryoGlue 
which is enriched with nutrients to 
resemble the environment in the womb 
during a natural conception. Studies 
have shown that this can increase the 
chances of a successful implantation.

For more information on any 
of the above or to book your free 
fertility consultation please contact 
us on 0845 600 9997, email info@
reproductivehealthgroup.co.uk or see 
www.reproductivehealthgroup.co.uk

Reproductive Health Group offer free 
fertility consultation

Advertiser’s announcement
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CLASSIFIEDS

Wickes Warrington
Unit B Pinners Brow Retail Park

Pinners Brow WA2 7XA
01925 632 263

www.wickes.co.uk

DELIVERY SERVICES
FURNITURE FERRY LIGHT REMOVALS. Collections 
arranged from Ikea, Costco and other stores, 
garden centres, auctions etc.  You choose, you buy, 
I deliver – SIMPLE. Reliable, inexpensive service. 
Tel: Matt 07970 178 333 or 01942 732768. 
www.furnitureferry.co.uk (J6/15)

PRIMARY TUITION: EXPERIENCED PRIMARY 
School Teacher available for private tuition. 
Numeracy and Literacy. Available after School and 
weekends. Call 01925 268627 or Mobile: 07843 
607394 (G*)

TUITION
AFFORDABLE TUITION with experienced 
“outstanding” teachers. Stockton Heath based 
Conexus Tuition: English and Maths, all key stages, 
small groups and 1-1 with excellent results. From 
£12.50 per hour. Tel 07970 145 153 www.
conexustuition.co.uk   (J6/14)

CARPET CLEANING
SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU WILL ever 
have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 25 yrs. Have your carpets 
& sofas beautifully deep cleaned leaving them fresh 
smelling & colour restored. Latest & best methods. 
Dry/steam. Professional, reliable & affordable. For 
more info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net (J1/15)

CARPETS, CURTAINS & INTERIORS
CURTAINS AND VALANCES made to measure to 
your own choice of fabric. Home visits to advise, 
measure and estimate. Free fi tting. Curtain 
alterations also undertaken. Tel: Catherine 
Langley on 01925 604400. www.catherine 
makescurtains.co.uk (J3/15)

PAYROLL
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? Watkinson 
Black can provide a cost effective payroll service, 
releasing you to concentrate on your business. For 
further details please phone: 01925 413210  or  
e-mail: info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

WINDOWS & GLAZING
NEIL COPELAND WINDOWS & Conservatories Ltd. 
Specialist in uPVC double glazing windows, 
doors, porches, conservatories, also fascias and 
guttering. FENSA registered. All work guaranteed. 
Tel: 01925 756138 / 07961 361550. (T2/15)

SP GLAZING for all your glazing requirements, 
double glazed units including failed and misted 
units, broke windows, mirror fi xing. Kite marked 
to B/S. Time served glazier with over 30 years 
experience. For a friendly no obligation quote 
tel Sam Pendlebury on 01942 671859. Mob 
07919 660296. (J10/14)

HOME SERVICES

(J6/15)

BATHROOMS

(G*)

DOCUMENT STORAGE

(G3/15)

CAR SALES

(G*)

CLEANING SERVICES

(G*)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. NICEIC 
Part P Approved Contractor. All Electrical work 
undertaken. Inspection & testing & PAT testing. 
All work certifi ed & guaranteed. Call Tim on 
07754409906 or 01925 601055 (G9/14)

GATES

(J7/14)

KITCHENS
QUALITY KITCHENS SUPPLIED AND FITTED by 
local experienced fi tters. No job too small. If 
you have bought a kitchen we can fi t it - or we 
can supply and fi t full kitchen units including 
joinery work, plastering, electrics etc. All work is 
guaranteed. B&L Kitchen Installations. M 07935 
267200 or 01925 451883 after 6pm. (G*)

PEST CONTROL

(G7/14)

PRINT PROBLEMS SOLVED!

FLYERS • POSTERS
BANNERS • STICKERS • MAGAZINES

OFFICE STATIONERY

CUSTOM PRINTS

FOLDERS • CARDS • SIGNAGE

info@247print.net • 01925 240247

The New Media Centre • Old Road

Warrington • WA4 1AT

50 A3
POSTERS

£24.70

100
BUSINESS CARDS

£2.47

1x A2
COLOUR POSTER

£2.47

CANVAS
COLOUR PRINTS

£24.7O500mm x 500mm

50 WEDDING

FULL COLOUR

£24.7O
INVITATIONS

Artwork needs to be supplied in a print ready format. Payment must be made when ordering.

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

PAINTERS & DECORATORS

GARDENING SERVICES
LAWN AND SPORTS GROUND DRAINAGE IN ONE 
day. No digging, no repairs. Providing for the 
larger grassed areas, picture and formal lawns. 
Contact Bob 07952 608701. 01925 266852. 
Vat Reg. (T8/14)

WOODY’S GARDEN MAINTENANCE. All gardening 
work undertaken. Call Trevor Wood. Telephone  
01925 262485. Mobile 07582 516652 
Thelwall. (J10/14)

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

J L Moston
Property Maintenance

& Joinery
Windows • Doors • Kitchens

So� ts/Facias • Flagging 
Fencing & Decking etc

Jason: 07742 266 739
01928 209 722 (G6/14)

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOKKEEPING

keeping it simple...

www.arleys.co.uk
01925 598499

HYPNOTHERAPY
MICHAEL MAHONEY clinical hypnotherapist for 
IBS, Stress, Anxiety and many other problems. 
Medical Research project experience, BUPA Service 
Provider. For FREE information sheet please 
email TimelineServices@aol.com or ring 01925 
658322 www.healthyaudio.com (G*)

(J7/14)
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