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Planners to visit tea room
PLANNING chiefs are to visit an 
unauthorised tea room in a former 
farmhouse before deciding whether 
locals can carry on enjoying a cuppa 
there.

More than 600 people have signed a 
petition supporting the tea room, art 
gallery, studio and beauty treatment 
room operating without planning 
permission at Dingle Farm, Dingle 
Lane, Appleton – and Warrington 
planners want to see for themselves.

Appleton Parish Council opposes 
the development but the petitioners 
claim it is providing employment for 
four people and providing a leisure 
and tourist destination of benefit to 
the local community. Robert Bilton 
Estates Ltd are seeking retrospective 
planning permission for a change of 
use from a dwelling to a workshop/
artist’s studio and gallery, separate 
beauty treatment room and tea 
room with associated parking and a 
timber pergola to provide cover for an 
outdoor seating area.

The parish council says Dingle Farm 
is on a blind bend, Dingle Lane is too 
narrow and the development will 
worsen traffic conditions adversely 
affecting road safety. Planning 
officers are recommending the change 
of use be approved, however. They 
say the continued use of the farm 
as a workshop, studio/gallery, tea 
room and beauty treatment room 
is acceptable and is providing a 
sustainable and appropriate form of 
development in the Green Belt.
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Opinion
WE go to considerable lengths to 
try and avoid taking sides in party 
political arguments - but what are 
we to do when political parties take 
up issues we have already raised?

Elsewhere in this issue, the reader 
will see that Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats are at each other’s throats 
over  charges at village car parks in 
Stockton Heath and Lymm – an issue 
we have repeatedly raised in this 
column.

We cannot change our stance 
because, apparently, one party agrees 
with us while the other does not. 
We simply believe our few remaining 
village shopping centres need all 
the help they can get if they are 
to prosper and that even a modest 
parking charge will deter some 
shoppers from visiting.

At the same time, we do understand 
that it costs money to maintain a 
car park and even more to operate a 
parking service.  One answer would be 
to scrap the parking service, but this 
has been tried elsewhere and resulted 
in chaos as motorists totally ignored 
all parking restrictions and shoppers’ 
car parks were taken over by all-day 
parkers.

A compromise is surely the answer, 
and the two-hour free period which 
until recently was available in 

Stockton Heath and Lymm seemed 
to us to be a reasonable compromise. 
The one hour free period which 
now exists does not give shoppers 
adequate time for anything other 
than a hurried visit.

Warrington Borough Council has 
been honest enough to admit that 
part of the reason for reducing the 
free parking period is to reduce the 
losses it incurs on its parking service 
and achieve a break-even situation.

In fact the evidence so far suggests 
the aspiration to break even is unlikely 
to be achieved because  additional 
revenue from the village car parks has 
been “less than predicted” – a phrase 
which in council-speak, usually means 
“non-existent” in our experience.

This being the case we believe we 
can  maintain our stance on village 
parking  without being tainted by 
party politics.

WE are tempted to say “~It’s just 
not cricket.”

Proposals for housing at Knutsford 
from the Bruntwood property group 
involve the historic Booth’s Hall site, 
which includes Toft Cricket Club’s 
ground – one of the most attractive 
in Cheshire – a picturesque lake and 
acres of woodland.

We would hope, of course,  that 
Cheshire East Council would have 
no truck with such a proposal, but 
as their own draft plan for the town  
last year suggested moving the 
100-year-old Knutsford Cricket Club 
from is ground in Mere Heath Lane 
and Knutsford Football Club from 
its ground in Manchester Road, we 
cannot be too sure.

Sports clubs do not seem to be 
taken into consideration by the 
planners.

But, cricket ground or not, the 
Booth’s Hall site is a special case. 
Development of the site was originally 
permitted as “a developed site for 
employment in the Green Belt.”

If it is no longer required for 
employment purposes, surely it 
should revert to Green Belt.

BRIDGEWATER High School’s under 14s have been crowned the new National 
Schools Basketball Champions.

They defeated Weavers School from 
Wellingborough 100-48 in the final, 
held at the Nottingham Wildcats 
Arena.

Team manager and KS3 PE co-
ordinator Paul Mackay said: “I am so 
proud of the effort and commitment 
shown by the pupils. This has been a 
long competition and to come out top 

is a real credit to the pupils.”
Joe Cummins was named as Most 

Valuable Player of the competition, 
and has since been picked to play for 
England’s under 14s squad.

Head Coach Delme Herriman said: 
“The boys stuck with the system and 
the plays we have practised all year 
and the nature of the win shows their 

potential. This is a really talented 
team that will go far.”

Eight of the squad also helped 
Cheshire Jets under 14s to victory in 
the National League Championships 
in Sheffield.

Bridgewater are national 
champions

Mr Mackay, Joe Cummins, Millan Lad, Alex Cochrane, Sam Wilson, Max Mckie, Joe Ball, Fraser Mckie, Max Jones,
Owen Ball, Ben Goodacre, Delme Herriman.
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4,000 sign parking petition
ALMOST 4,000 people signed a petition protesting about parking charges in 
Stockton Heath and Lymm.

The petition called for the 
reinstatement of a two-hour free 
parking period on borough council-
owned car parks in the two villages.

It was organised by local 
Liberal Democrats who claim 
the charges are being used to 
subsidise free resident-only parking 
in other parts of Warrington.

The free parking period is now 
only one hour – and the Lib Dems 
say this is causing more on-street 
parking, damaging local businesses 
and has caused unacceptable 
anxiety to users of local medical 
and professional services.  

“It is also spoiling the 
relaxed ‘village atmosphere’ of 
a visit to the shops and cafes 
in Stockton Heath and Lymm.”

According to the Lib Dems, the 
council reduced the free period from 
two hours to one to raise £200,000 
to help cover the loss they make 
subsidising free resident-only 
parking in other parts of the town.

This was despite the fact that the 
Forge car park at Stockton Heath and 
the Pepper Street car park at Lymm 
were already generating a surplus.

It is only in Stockton Heath and 
Lymm that people are charged to 
use the council’s district car parks.

Cllr Brian Axcell,the Lib Dem 
transportation spokesman on 

the borough council, said: “The 
objective of generating income 
seems to be pursued energetically 
in Stockton Heath and Lymm 
but hardly at all elsewhere.

“It really is outrageous that only 
the car parks in Stockton Heath 
and Lymm are being used as cash 
cows to fill the hole in the parking 
services budget.  Local residents, 
businesses and visitors to Stockton 
Heath and Lymm have given their 
overwhelming support to our petition 
because of this gross unfairness.”

The draft strategy to be presented 
to the council has been revised 
to put less emphasis on breaking 
even on parking and more focus 
on supporting the economy of 
the town and district centres.

A borough council report admits 
that the aim of “breaking even” on 
parking is proving more difficult to 
achieve than originally envisaged.

This is because additional revenue 
at Stockton Heath and Lymm arising 
from the reduced free parking 
time has been less than predicted.

In addition, revenue from 
the issue of penalty charge 
notices has unexpectedly fallen.

But council leader Terry 
O’Neill dismissed the petition 
as “politically motivated.”

He said: “Who wouldn’t sign 

a petition to save the cost of 
a second class stamp to get a 
second hour of free car parking?  

“If the Lib Dems truly cared about 
local services for local people they 
should have been doing a petition 
to Nick Clegg demanding some of 
our central government grant gets 
reinstated so we wouldn’t have 
to make these tough decisions.

“The people of Stockton Heath 

KEYS from the piano on which Beatle 
John Lennon learned to play proved a 
big hit at the Cheshire Show – thanks 
to Lymm piano tuner David Finegan.

Visitors to the show at Tabley, 
near Knutsford were able to run 
their fingers over the ivories.

David, who runs Cheshire 
Pianos, explained how the 
ivories came into his possession.

Four years ago he was asked to 
refurbish an old Bluthner Grand at 
Calderstones School, in Liverpool.

He said: “It was in a pretty poor 
state of repair with around 40 per 
cent of the keys damaged but we 
were successful in refurbishing it and 
it is now still on the school stage 
where it was in John Lennon’s day.” 

David was exhibiting a stylish 
modern grand piano and a 100-year-
old Bluthner upright at the show, but 
the big attraction for many was his 
unique bag of Beatles memorabilia.

He has framed the keys, 
individually, for posterity, together 
with a picture of John Lennon

The Beatle attended Calderstones  
– then known as Quarry Bank School 
– between 1952 and 1957 – teaching 
himself  how to play the piano and 
forming his first group, The Quarry Men.

David said: “I was lucky enough 
to have grown up in Liverpool at 
the time of the Merseybeat and 
the Beatles have always meant 
something very special to me.

“Music has always been in 
my family, too – my father sang 
with the Swinging Blue Jeans”.

and Lymm are still getting one hour 
free car parking and the feedback 
we have had is that residents want 
us to prioritise safeguarding as 
much as possible of other local 
services, like looking after older 
people and disabled children, filling 
in potholes and maintaining parks.”

Beatle piano keys prove a hit

David with Samantha Drysdale and one of the framed ivories.
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Advertiser’s announcement

Keep the village alive support your local traders!

STOCKTON
HEATH TRAVEL

Special
Offers

Stockton Heath Travel Centre

CYPRUS
DANCING/BOWLS
Departing 13th Nov for 1 week
Based on 2 people sharing
all inclusive 5* hotel
£892 per person

Departing 20th Nov for 1 week
Based on 2 people sharing
£763 per person

Departing 20th Nov for 1 week
Based on 2 people sharing
Half Board 4* hotel
£711 per person

Departing 27th Nov for 1 week
Based on 2 people sharing
Half Board
£577 per person

01925 269400
80 London Road
Stockton Heath

enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com 

 Linda Crowder – Stockton Heath Travel

Cyprus for Bowls or 
Dancing Holidays
Cyprus is a lovely holiday destination with its pleasant climate and 
interesting countryside, attracting holiday makers who want to just relax or 
for the more energetic there are cycling routes, nature trails, water sports, 
walking, bowling, dancing, rock climbing, horse riding, even skiing in the 
Troodos Mountains from January to March, bird watching , angling  etc  In 
fact something for everyone!

Paphos is the best area to stay 
for bowling and dancing weeks 
away as some of the hotels feature 
the ‘Mastergreen’ carpet surfaces 
with fl oodlight bowls  They have 
both indoor and outdoor short mat 
bowling rinks  During the winter 
season November to April bowls 
holidays are hosted by their Resident 
Bowls Co-ordinator who will organise 
competitions, sweeps, matches, fun 
games and coaching sessions  

Ballroom dancing facilities are 
available in certain hotels in the 
Paphos area, they have purpose built 
dance halls which are pillar free 
and have sprung wooden fl oors. The 
dance programmes are hosted by UK 
instructors who hold dancing classes 
and organise dances through out the 
season  They have a full repertoire 
of steps and styles to suit the total 
beginners through to the more 
advanced dancers   Both the bowls 
and the dancing programmes welcome 
group bookings.

Bridge Clubs are also welcome at 
the hotels, where they have a card 
room with ‘daylight’ lighting and 
baize covered tables.  The rooms are 
quiet and offer the right degree of 

privacy and are suited to small groups 
playing contact bridge.

These holidays are suited to people 
wanting to brush up on their skills 
and interact with like minded people

For further information and quotes 
please contact us on 01925 269400 or 
email for your own personal ebrochure 

enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com
Follow us on twitter @

stocktonhthtvl or like us on facebook 
& linkedin
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International award 
for student
AN 18-year-old student has received a top award for helping to provide a 
voice for young people around the world.

Niamh Costello, from Thelwall, 
who studies the International 
Baccalaureate at Warrington’s 
Priestley College, has received the 
International Award from the Sixth 
Form Colleges’ Association.

She said: “I have gained a lot from 
many of the things I have done, but 
at the same time it has benefitted 
other people. 

“I have always enjoyed what I have 
done and have met some amazing 
people.”

Niamh, a former pupil at Lymm 
High School, started on Warrington 
Youth Council aged 13 and is now a 
trustee with the North West Youth 
Work Unit. 

Among her achievements with the 
regional body has been to develop a 
policy for stricter confidentiality to 
protect pupils who consult school 
nurses and doctors.

This was recently launched by the 
government and has been rolled out 
to schools across the country.

Niamh dealt with representatives 
from the NHS as she led the 
development of the policy.

She said: “This is one of the things 

I am most pleased about. 
“It was a personal goal, but also a 

group achievement and an area where 
we have really made a difference.”

The Sixth Form Colleges’ 
Association also rewarded Niamh after 
she travelled to Brussels for a four-
day event designed to help young 
people from across the world to share 
best practice.

Niamh offered other teenagers 
advice on how she was giving a voice 
to young people in Britain and also 
brought home some tips of her own 
including how to access European 
funding for youth projects.

She also took part in The Tall Ships 
Race, which involves young people 
from across the world in a sailing 
challenge.

They have to work together to 
complete the race – last year it was 
Dublin to Spain – and Niamh’s team 
won both times she entered.

Now she hopes to study English at 
Oxford and eventually work in social 
research or policy guidance on an 
international level.

“Studying the International 
Baccalaureate has really given me a 

global perspective and broadened my 
horizons,” she said.

Senior tutor Mark Salmon 
said: “I nominated Niamh for the 
International Award because of her 
outstanding commitment to her work 
for Warrington Borough Council and 

also her excellent work each year at 
the Model United Nations Conference.

“She has been an outstanding 
member of the Graduate programme 
and we wish her every success in 
realising her goal to study English at 
Mansfield College, Oxford.”

GLORIOUS sunshine greeted walkers 
for the annual Grappenhall Walking 
Day when local girl Rebecca Collins, 
aged 13, was crowned St Wilfrid’s 
Rose Queen.

Meanwhile Gabrielle Groves aged 
10 was crowned Rose Bud at the 
annual event, when hundreds of 
villagers took part in the annual walk 
of witness by members of St Wilfrid’s 
Church, followed by various activities 
on the school playing fields.

Grappenhall Walking Day

Left: Grappenhall Rose Queen Rebecca 
Collins and attendants from left: 
Abigail Greenwood, Sofia Risino, Emily 
McConville and Kara McAlpine. 
Below: Grappenhall Rose Bud, Gabrielle 
Groves and attendants from left, Rachel 
Segal, Lola Kemp Young, Isabelle Aitkin, 
Millie Short and Lilly Walsh.

Above: Grappenhall Rose Queen Rebecca 
Collins and attendants in Walking Day 
Parade.

More pictures available online at warrington-worldwide.co.uk
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Bawming the Thorn turns back the clock
THE unique “Bawming the Thorn” festival at Appleton Thorn, Warrington 
celebrated the 40th anniversary of the revival of the ancient ceremony.

Original “Bawmers” - children who 
dance around the thorn tree in the 
middle of the village - joined this 
year’s event as VIP guests.

Originally part of a “walking day” 
event, the bawming ceremony died 
out in the 1930s.

It was revived by Mr Bob Jones, 
then headmaster at Appleton Thorn 
Primary School, in 1973 and is now a 
hugely popular annual event.

To mark the occasion a Spitfire 
fly-past was arranged and a “flight” 
themed fancy dress parade took place 
- marking the area’s links with the 
former Stretton airfield, which closed 

after the end of World War 2.
Keeping with tradition the thorn 

tree was decorated as usual and 
school children sang the “Bawming” 
song as classmates danced around the 
tree.

According to legend, the hawthorn 
at Appleton Thorn grew from a cutting 
of the Holy Thorn at Glastonbury, 
which was said to have sprung from 
the staff of Joseph of Arimathea.

The current tree was planted in 
the late 1960s by the local Women’s 
Institute  after the previous one blew 
down in a storm.

For more pictures check out the warrington-worldwide.co.uk picture galleries

Thelwall Rose Queen has international flavour
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Bawming the Thorn turns back the clock

THE annual Thelwall Rose Queen Festval had an international flavour as 14-year-
old Mary Connors was crowned Rose Queen.

Local community groups (picrtured far left) paraded on floats through the 
village, displaying a theme of foods from around the world, before the Lymm High 
School pupil was crowned on the parish hall field.

For more pictures check out the warrington-worldwide.co.uk picture galleries

Thelwall Rose Queen has international flavour
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Warm welcome 
awaits at 
community centre
A WARM welcome awaits at Grappenhall Youth and Community Centre thanks 
to a £40,000 grant from WREN, the landfill grant charity.

Thanks to the grant a new state 
of the art heating system has been 
installed costing a total of £47,500, 
with the club providing some match 
funding thanks to two donations of 
£1,000 each from two long standing 
members, together with other 
donations including £3,000 from the 
Cheshire Community Foundation.

The new heating system includes 
a sophisticated timing device which 
will help keep the premises “warm 
and cosy” in the winter.

Local counncillor Mike Biggin said: 
“We would like to thank WREN for 
their generous donation, as we could 
not have done this work without their 
support.”

Other works which have taken place 

The owner of the vehicle had left a 
notice on the windscreen stating that 
it had broken down, apologising and 
promising to move the vehicle “on 
Saturday.”

Chairman Cllr Graham Roughsedge 
commented: “In my view, this was 
overkill.  I am not sure how long it 
was left on the car park and it may 
be that it was not moved when the 
owner said it would be.

“But it was ridiculous to put nine 
tickets on it. Two or three would surely 
have been enough and it should have 
been obvious to the parking wardens 
that the owner was in some difficulty.

“It looked as if there could have 
been four more penalty notices inside 
the vehicle.”

A spokesperson for Warrington 
Borough Council said the vehicle was 
eventually moved by the owner.

But he would be liable to pay a 
penalty charge for each ticket issued.

STOCKTON Heath’s biggest day of the 
year – the annual Walking Day – takes 
place on Saturday July 13.

Churches from Stockton Heath, 
Walton and the Cobbs Estate at 
Appleton will be taking part in the 
procession through the village.

This year’s lead church will be 
Stockton Heath Christian Fellowship 
who will also conduct the pre-walk 
service in Alexandra Park at 2pm.

The procession will go through 
Parkgate Road, Grappenhall Road, 
London Road, Ellesmere Road, Francis 
Road and back to the village centre 
via Walton Road.

Roads will be closed along the 
route of the walk from 1.45pm so 
drivers are advised to avoid the area 
until after 3pm 

include a new sign for the Bellhouse 
club which adjoins the community 
centre.

PARISH councillors at Stockton Heath 
have expressed concern after no less 
than nine penalty charge notices were 
stuck on a van left on the village’s 
Forge car park.

Driver was 
well and truly 
‘booked’

Village prepares 
for its big walk

Pictured with the new sign for the 
Bellhouse  are from left, Hugh McManus 
treasurer, Pauline McManus manager, Cllr 
Mike Biggin and Richard Smith of Wren.
Meanwhile Cllr Biggin and centre 
manager Pauline are also pictured with 
Richard and the new heating system.



10 www.village-life.co.uk 11www.village-life.co.uk

July 2013 July 2013

Money Column
By Margaret Black

Revenue for the Revenue
We are increasingly alarmed at the tactics 
used by the Inland Revenue to divert funds 
which do not belong to them, (stealing)? 
i.e ‘proceeds of crime’, thus classi� ed as 
money laundering. 

We have submitted claims for 
overpayment of PAYE/NIC , on behalf 
of a small number clients.  The shocking 
response from an of� cer of HMRC is as 
follows:

“before  I can agree to either a refund 
or a credit, please let me know the reason 
the overpayment has arisen. Please 
complete enclosed P35D giving a full 
explanation as to how the overpayment 
occurred. Providing your reply gives a full 
explanation as to how the overpayment 
arose, I will arrange for the overpayment 
to be either transferred to the current year 
or to be repaid by cheque”.

HMRC have received the money, it 
can be seen as an overpayment on their 
records and yet they feel at liberty to retain 
it in their own coffers until they receive a 
satisfactory reply i.e the employer has 
to jump through their invisible hoops. To 
say that a mistake has been made is not 
suf� cient any more.

We recently read an article: HMRC 
threatened bailiffs on one of its customers 
re an underpayment of PAYE/NIC for a 
particular year. His agent investigated the 
matter and found that for a number of earlier 

years HMRC were showing overpayments 
of PAYE/NIC on their records which had 
not been repaid. The end result for the 
period with the underpayment taken off 
was an overpayment of nearly £10,000 

A further story - A client of ours recently 
visited believing that he has overpaid tax 
for the2012 - 2013 tax year.

Our authorisation will not yet have been 
processed by HMRC. We telephoned them 
and we were advised that provided the 
client was with us to answer any security 
questions the overpayment of tax and 
the release of those funds could be dealt 
with over the telephone. The next day we 
made the phone call, the client passes the 
security questions and hands the phone 
over for us to disclose the relevant details 
of income, i.e. salary, pension etc and tax 
suffered (taken from P60,s, and or/P45’s) 
The information speci� ed clearly resulted 
in an overpayment of  tax of over £9,500.

The response we received  “we do not 
have all the corresponding information on 
our system, which means we are unable to 
release any refund of overpaid tax”.   

The information not on their system is 
that of a P45 raised by the Job Seekers 
Allowance Of� ce, which our client holds a 
copy of and on which shows that nothing 
has been paid to him. 

Employers have to submit end of year 
returns by no later than 19th May, but  it 

appears that the government body who 
issues P45’s for ‘job seekers allowance’ do 
not have to � le until October and refunds 
will not be released until then unless  we 
write to HMRC enclosing the  proof before 
then. 

Please note that these ideas are 
intended to inform rather than advise 
and you should always obtain 
professional advice before taking any 
action.

Telephone 01925 413210 or e-mail 
on margaret@warringtonaccountants 
.co.uk

The Money Column provided 
by WatkinsonBlack Chartered 
Accountants. 1st Floor, 264 
Manchester Road, Warrington, WA1 
3RB.

Accountants who care, for clients 
who matter.

Correctly arranging commercial insurance is like packing a parachute….

Tel: 01925 755105  |  www.lymminsurancebrokers.co.uk

Lymm Insurance Brokers works for owner-managed clients with larger and more 
complicated risk profi les, looking to rely on our experti se for balance sheet protecti on 
and a ‘safe landing’ aft er a claim. We have done this unblemished for over 30 years.

Such client businesses include chemical, aerosol and pharmaceuti cal plants; 
sprinkler, mechanical and other engineering services; refrigerati on; faciliti es 
management; recycling; transportati on; rail; material handling systems; constructi on; 
plant hire; injecti on moulding and others.

We are members of Brokerbility, an invitati on-only group of 35 independent brokers 
recognised as having the highest ethical, technical and commercial values, controlling 
nearly £500m premium turnover. This provides us with excepti onal access to markets 
and covers, delivering some substanti al savings for clients recently without reducing 
security. In additi on we are a Chartered Broker; one of less than 15% in the UK.

If you run a business like the ones described above and are not too sure how well 
your insurance ‘parachute’ is packed and reviewed, look at our website for testi monials 
and contact details or ring Colin Lees, ACII, Chartered Insurance Broker, MD.

   PLEASE CONTACT THE CLUB’ ON 07854 123199 OR
MAIL ADMIN@WARRINGTONTOWNFC.CO.UK TO BOOK ON ANY OF THE ABOVE CAMPS

Visit the official club website to keep up to date with the latest at Warrington Town FC
www.warringtontownfc.co.uk 

ALL HALF TERM COURSES ARE PRICED AT JUST £9 PER DAY OR £30 FOR THE FULL 4 DAYS

SUMMER CAMP DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Week 1 – Mon 5th, Weds 7th, Thurs 8th & Fri 9th August 2013 (Tues 6th Off For Victoria Park 
Experience VPX)
Week 2 – Mon 12th, Weds 14th, Thurs 15th & Fri 16th August 2013 (Tues 13th Off For Victoria Park 
Experience VPX)
Week 3 – Mon 19th, Weds 21st, Thurs 22nd& Fri 23rd August 2013 (Tues 20th Off For Victoria Park 
Experience VPX)
Week 4 – Tues 27th,Weds 28th, Thurs 29th & Fri 30th August 2013 (Tues 27th Is Also Victoria Park 
Experience VPX – Bank Holiday Mon 26th Off )

SATURDAY SOCCER FOR KIDS
Every Saturday morning, Warrington Town FC host their popular Saturday Soccer School for children 
aged 4-12 years.
The football for fun sessions take place from 9:00am-10:30am on the 3G training pitches. 
THE COST IS JUST £3 PER SESSION AND BOTH BOYS AND GIRLS ARE WELCOME.

Summer Soccer Camps 2013
WARRINGTON TOWN FC
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KNUTSFORD will be the stage 
and all the men, women and 
children will be the players 
when the town’s King Street 
becomes an open air theatre 
on Friday and Saturday, July 
5 and 6.

Schools, performing arts 
groups, businesses and 
residents have worked together 
to research stories about the 
town’s past to turn into street 
performances for the Knutsford 
Promenades.

More than 100 young people 
and adults will be involved 
in bringing the open air 
celebration to life between 
2-4pm on both days. 

Project director Robert 
Meadows said: “We promise 
an entertaining and enriching 
experience that is free for all 
which will bring together local 
talent and creativity as well as 
helping local people learn more about Knutsford’s arts and heritage organisations.

“Knutsford Promenades has attracted a wide range of talent with people from 
across the town taking part, from pupils at Egerton Primary School to local 
architect Andrew Green who is making his theatrical debut as Richard Harding-
Watt, the man who created the town’s amazing skyline.”

Harding-Watt – who died 100 years ago this year - commissioned the town’s 
many Italian-style buildings, including the Gaskell Memorial Tower.

Special menus

The town’s traders pubs, cafes, restaurants and businesses have got behind 
the Promenades and will be joining in the event with special menus and hawking 
their goods on the street.

“We have a few surprises planned for both days which will really put a spring 
into everyone’s step” said key Promenader Sarah Flannery who will be bringing 
the character of the widow of the notorious Highwayman Higgins to life.

“There will be something for everyone to enjoy as the series of events unfold 
each day.”

For the latest information about the Knutsford Promenades visit http://
knutsfordpromenades.wordpress.com/

Knutsford Heritage Centre submitted the successful bid to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund that will cover the cost of staging the events. Knutsford Promenades also 
has the backing of Knutsford Town Council.

Shopping 
street 
will 
become 
a theatre

Unveiling the Knutsford Promenades banner are Robert Meadows, second from right, Sarah 
Flannery, third from right, and a few of the people taking part in the event on Friday 5 
July and Saturday 6 July.



What’s on
in the villages
July 5-6
KNUTSFORD PROMENADES
King Street, Knutsford, 2-4pm

July 9
STOCKTON HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath. 7.30pm

July 13
STOCKTON HEATH WALKING DAY

July 16
APPLETON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm

Every Monday
ST MARY MAGDALENE MONDAY CLUB
St Mary Magdalene Church, Appleton 1.30pm

COUNTRY DANCING CLUB
St Thomas’ Primary School, Parkgate Road, Stockton 
Heath.
8-10pm. Details: 01925 262356

BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233

LADIES’ FRIENDSHIP CLUB
The Quays Community Centre, Thelwall New Road, 
Thelwall.
8pm. Details: 01925 264099

Every second Monday
PARK (APPLETON) WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm

Second and fourth Monday
WARRINGTON ART GROUP
Bellhouse Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, 
Grappenhall.
7-9pm.

Every third Monday
NATIONAL VEGETABLE SOCIETY
Cheshire District meeting
Grappenhall Ex-Servicemen’s Club, Chester Road, 
Grappenhall.
8pm. Details: 01925 265773.

Every fourth Monday
MARLFIELD WI
Independent Methodist Chapel, Knutsford Road,
Grappenhall. 7.30pm

Every Tuesday
COFFEE MORNING
St Cross Church, Appleton Thorn. All welcome. 
10am-12 noon

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall. 7.30pm.
Contact: 01925 757582.

COFFEE MORNING
Appleton Independent Methodist Church
Appleton Parish Hall, 10am-12 noon

Every Wednesday
APPLETON HALL BADMINTON CLUB
Starting Decemberat Hall Drive, Appleton. 7.30-
10pm.
Details: 01925 262356

Every first Wednesday
Walton WI
St John’s Church Community Hall. 7.30pm

First and third Wednesday each month
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN’S CLUBS
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath.
8pm. Details: 01925 268311

STOCKTON HEATH PROBUS CLUB
Warrington Sports Club, Walton Lea Road, Higher 
Walton.
Details: 01925 268540

Every third Wednesday
HIGHER WALTON WI, St John’s Community Hall, 
7.45pm. Details 01925 262001.

Every fourth Wednesday
ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY
Support Group, Brampton Lodge Day Centre, Bridge 
Lane, Appleton. 6.30-8.30pm

Every Thursday
THE SILVER QUAYS Senior Citizen’s Club
The Quays Community Centre, Thelwall New Road, 
Thelwall.
Details: 01925 753474.

BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233

Every second Thursday
STRETTON WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2.30pm.

Every third Thursday
NORTH EAST CHESHIRE FLOWER CLUB
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2pm
Details: 01925 740419

GRAPPENHALL WI
Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane 
2.15pm

Every Friday
APPLETOTS TODDLER GROUP
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
9.45-11.30am. Details: 01925 268153.

APPLETON
PARISH

COUNCIL

To list your event call Village Life on

01925 623632
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Thelwall UpholsteryThelwall Upholstery
49 Knutsford Road, Grappenhall WA4 2NR

Call Sean on: 01925 604770 or mobile: 07799 228080
www.upholsterywarrington.co.uk

For all your upholstery needs
SPECIALISTS IN:

• Re-filling Cushions • Re-springing • Full Re-upholster
• Dining Furniture • Headboards

A wide range of sample books to choose from
All at competitive rates

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

FOR THE MOST COMPETITIVE RATES IN THE AREA

Tennis club celebrates 100 years
YOU have to go back 100 years to find out why Stockton Heath Tennis Club is 
actually in Appleton.

The answer is, of course, that 
when the club was founded in 1913 
it occupied land leased from the 
Daresbury Estate, at the rear of Walton 
Road, Stockton Heath.

Tennis was played on three grass 
courts – and the club prospered 
enough to make a move over the parish 
boundary 19-years later to its present 
home in Delphfields Road, Appleton, 
leasing land from the Lyons Estate.

They took their original wooden 
pavilion with them, reassembling it 
alongside three grass courts and two 
hard courts.

Over the years, the need to provide a 
car park led to more land being leased 
and the original courts were replaced 
with four shale courts.

In 1956 the club was able to 
purchase the site, along with additional 
land, from Appleton Estates, although 
the following year some land was sold 
for housing in Burfield Drive.

In 1981 the club suffered a major 
setback when the timber pavilion was 
severely damaged by fire – shortly 
after it had undergone extensive 
refurbishment.

The following year, the present 
clubhouse was built and the grounds 
were improved by landscaping and the 

planting of trees and shrubs.
Two macadam courts were laid in 

1983 and later replaced with three 
artificial grass courts.

More recently, two further artificial 
grass courts were added, together with 
a junior mini-court.

A partnership was agreed with 
Bridgewater High School to share the 
use of floodlit, all-weather courts just 
across the road in the school grounds.

Now in its centenary year, the club 
enters mens’, womens’ and mixed 
teams in the Warrington and district 
League – carrying off the league 
titles on numerous occasions -  as 
well as in Cheshire County knockout 
competitions.

It has a thriving junior section with 
top class coaching available.

THE Stretton based Park Royal Hotel, 
one of QHotels unique and luxury 
hotels has been awarded TripAdvisor’s 
2013 Certificate of Excellence. 

The accolade, which honours 
hospitality excellence, is given only 
to establishments that consistently 
achieve outstanding reviews on 
TripAdvisor and this prestigious award, 
places The Park Royal Hotel in the 
top-performing 10% of all businesses 
worldwide on TripAdvisor.

Paul Gallon, General Manager of 
The Park Royal Hotel said: “We are 
delighted that 20 of our hotels have 
received the TripAdvisor Certificate 
of Excellence as it’s testament to the 

customer focus and commitment of 
the hotel teams. We always take our 
customers’ feedback very seriously and 
use it to ensure that our future visitors’ 
stays are remarkable.

“This prestigious award is greatly 
valued as we know how important and 
powerful customer recommendation 
is. With 80% of people now booking 
their holidays online*, TripAdvisor is 
a popular and important research tool 
for our prospective customers.” 

To qualify for the Certificate of 
Excellence, businesses must maintain 
an overall rating of four or higher, 
out of a possible five, as reviewed by 
travellers on TripAdvisor.

What’s more, 20 of QHotels unique 
and luxury hotels have now been 
awarded TripAdvisor’s 2013 Certificate 
of Excellence. 

The QHotels group is celebrating a 
double success as the QHotels group 
has also won the No.1 Brand Award 
2012 in VenueVerdict’s Large Groups 
category.

A conservatory 
you can enjoy 
rain or shine
HISTORICALLY many conservatories are 
too hot to use in the summer and too 
cold to use in the winter.

Now Your Choice has the perfect the 
solution ensuring you can use your 
conservatory all year round. They have 
introduced two types of replacement 
roof, which will dramatically improve 
the ambience inside.

The first option is the Four Seasons, 
which is a complete lightweight 
replacement roof, with stunning slates 
topping off rigid insulating layers, all 
fixed to a strong aluminium frame.

The old conservatory roof is 
removed, with the new structure fitted 
in place. The new roof has outstanding 
insulation, keeping heat in when it is 
cold and preventing heat building up 
when the sun is shining.

It is far more durable and weather 
resistant than the original roof and is 
expected to last at least 40 years.

A second alternative option may 
cost less but is equally effective and 
involves Thermatec panels.

These are smooth aluminium 
faced panels which are custom-
made to replace the polycarbonate 
sections in your existing roof. The 
original roof structure is retained, 
but the Thermatec panels improve the 
insulation characteristics, turning your 
conservatory into and energy-efficient 
sun room, saving on energy bills.

For more information call 0800 169 
4822 or visit www.your-choice.uk.com

Badge of excellence for Park Royal

Advertiser’s annoucnement
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CLASSIFIEDS Call FREE 0800 955 5247 to advertise

Wickes Warrington
Unit B Pinners Brow Retail Park

Pinners Brow WA2 7XA
01925 632 263

www.wickes.co.uk

TUITION
DYSLEXIA, DYSCALCULIA or DYSPRAXIA 
Impeding  literacy or numeracy? Specialist tuition 
for children aged 6 to 14+ from highly regarded, 
qualifi ed and experienced professional. Contact 
Jenny Stanley B.Ed, Dip.SEN, Ad.Dip.SpLD, Dip.
Mus. Tel 01925 754594 or 07511 933026. (J8/13)

DELIVERY SERVICES
FURNITURE FERRY LIGHT REMOVALS. Collections 
arranged from Ikea, Costco and other stores, 
garden centres, auctions etc.  You choose, you buy, 
I deliver – SIMPLE. Reliable, inexpensive service. 
Tel: Matt 07970 178 333 or 01942 732768. 
www.furnitureferry.co.uk (J6/14)

CARPET CLEANING
SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU WILL 
ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 22 yrs. Have your 
carpets & sofas beautifully deep cleaned leaving 
them fresh smelling & colour restored. Latest & 
best methods. Dry/steam. Professional, reliable 
& affordable. For more info call Neil Riley on 
01925 264989/07831 336060 www.cleaners-
uk.net (J12/13)

CARPETS, CURTAINS & INTERIORS
CURTAINS AND VALANCES made to measure to 
your own choice of fabric. Home visits to advise, 
measure and estimate. Free fi tting. Curtain 
alterations also undertaken. Tel: Catherine 
Langley on 01925 604400. www.catherine 
makescurtains.co.uk (T3/14) HYPNOTHERAPY

MICHAEL MAHONEY clinical hypnotherapist for 
IBS, Stress, Anxiety and many other problems. 
Medical Research project experience, BUPA Service 
Provider. For FREE information sheet please 
email TimelineServices@aol.com or ring 01925 
658322 www.healthyaudio.com (G*)

PAYROLL
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? Watkinson 
Black can provide a cost effective payroll service, 
releasing you to concentrate on your business. For 
further details please phone: 01925 413210  or  
e-mail: info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

WINDOWS & GLAZING
NEIL COPELAND WINDOWS & Conservatories Ltd. 
Specialist in uPVC double glazing windows, doors, 
porches, conservatories, also fascias and guttering. 
FENSA registered. All work guaranteed. Tel: 01925 
756138 / 07961 361550. (T2/14)

SP GLAZING for all your glazing requirements, 
double glazed units including failed and misted 
units, broke windows, mirror fi xing. Kite marked 
to B/S. Time served glazier with over 30 years 
experience. For a friendly no obligation quote 
tel Sam Pendlebury on 01942 671859. Mob 
07919 660296. (J10/13)

HOME SERVICES

(J6/14)

BATHROOMS

(G*)

DOCUMENT STORAGE

(G3/14)

FIRES & FIRE SURROUNDS

Quality Fireplaces
at Affordable Prices

Quality Value Service Guaranteed

www.warrington-fires.co.uk

Surround
&

Marble
Only
£299

8 Lovely Lane, Warrington
(follow signs for hospital)

01925 417731

WARRINGTON
FIRE SURROUNDS

(G*)

CAR SALES

(G*)

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU WILL 
ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 22 yrs. Have your 
carpets & sofas beautifully deep cleaned leaving 
them fresh smelling & colour restored. Latest & 
best methods. Dry/steam. Professional, reliable 
& affordable. For more info call Neil Riley on 
01925 264989/07831 336060 www.cleaners-
uk.net (J7/13)

(N7/13)

CLEANING SERVICES

CLEANING SERVICES

(G*)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
EVERGREEN ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING. NICEIC 
approved contractor. For lights and sockets to 
rewires, fuse-box upgrades. Qualifi ed electrician. 
All work is to the latest IEE wiring regulations. No 
job too small. Most major credit and debit cards 
accepted. Tel: David on 01925 724219 / 07971 
407022. (J7/13)

TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. NICEIC 
Part P Approved Contractor. All Electrical work 
undertaken. Inspection & testing & PAT testing. 
All work certifi ed & guaranteed. Call Tim on 
07754409906 or 01925 601055 (G9/13)

PRINTING & EMBROIDERY
STOCKTAKING SALE NOW ON. Polo Shirts from 
£4, T - shirts from £3.  No Minimum Quanities. 
Unsworths Emporium, 31 Irwell Road, off 
Gainsborough Rd. Tel: 01925 638719 (J7/13)

TREE & HEDGE CUTTING
KENYON CUTTERS. Family business, fully insured 
and NPTC qualfi ed, CSCS/ROLO assessed. Also 
tree and hedge supply and planting. All wood 
chipped or logged and recycled. Wood chip, logs 
and wood for chimineas now available. Contact 
Jayne or Steve on 01942 673910. Mobile: Ste 
07973120309/Dan 07949847253 (J12/13)

HANDYMAN

Handyman Services
Home, Of�ce & Garden

Internal and External Painting • UPVC Window
and Door Repair and Replacement

Mechanism/Lock Changes • Sof�ts and Fascias
Gutter Cleaning, Repair and Replacement
Flagging • Fencing • Patios • Jet Washing

All Garden Work • All DIY
ALSO Start and End of Tenancy
Cleaning Service NOW available
Call today for a FREE quote

Tel Neil: 01925 757905 (Lymm Based)
Mob: 07813 201850

handymanserviceslymm@hotmail.co.uk
(J7/13)

GARDENING SERVICES
LAWN AND SPORTS GROUND DRAINAGE IN ONE 
day. No digging, no repairs. Providing for the 
larger grassed areas, picture and formal lawns. 
Contact Bob 07952 608701. 01925 266852. 
Vat Reg. (T9/13)

WOODY’S GARDENING MAINTENANCE. All garden 
work undertaken. Telephone Trevor Wood, 
Stockton Heath 01925 267215 or 07582 
516652 (N10/13)

GATES

(J7/13)

County FenCing
& gates

Call 01925 766 114
or 07852 265 627

all types of top quality fencing
supplied & fitted.

single and double gates
made to measure all work guaranteed

(N12/13)

BUILDING SERVICES

THELWALL BUILDING SERVICES, brick and block 
work, pointing, roofi ng, facias. soffi ts, joinery, 
windows, doors and plastering. No job to big 
or small. For free quote ring Gary on 01925 
266646 or 0780 8169278  (J1/14)

CHESHIRE BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD. New 
build developments, Design and build, Barn 
conversions, Remodelling, Extensions and 
renovations. NHBC Reg Builder, NICEIC and Gas 
Safe registered. For a no obligation consultation 
please Call the offi ce on 0161 928 1080 (G12/13)

KITCHENS

QUALITY KITCHENS SUPPLIED AND FITTED by 
local experienced fi tters. No job too small. If 
you have bought a kitchen we can fi t it - or we 
can supply and fi t full kitchen units including 
joinery work, plastering, electrics etc. All work is 
guaranteed. B&L Kitchen Installations. M 07935 
267200 or 01925 451883 after 6pm. (G*)

KITCHEN & BEDROOM, DESIGN, SUPPLY and fi t or 
supply only. Full service with qualifi ed tradesmen 
and 6 year insurance backed Guarantee, visit our 
showroom 4 Gorsey Lane, Warrington, WA1 3PU, 
01925 636997 or  www.jdkitchens.co.uk (G12/13)

TILING
TLR TILING BESPOKE TILING SERVICE. All 
varieties of tiling covered including all preparation 
work. For free quotes and a bespoke service call 
mark 07841 053242 FREE TILE TREATMENT 
WORTH £120. (J12/13)
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