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Editor’s Comment

Campbell Crossley & Davis
LICENSED INSOLVENCY PRACTITIONERS

Financial Problems?
Commercial or Personal

For bespoke solutions contact local specialist
Roger White, MICM

For FREE Initial Advice
Strictly Confidential

01925 762497 or 07946 820299
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Brake Saftey Checks
Tyre Pressure Check & Inflation

Wheel/Alignment Checks

Free Local Collection & Delivery
Unit 1D Taylor Business Park, Warrington Road, Risley, WA3 6BL
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Servicing, Engine Diagnostics, MOT Preparation & Presentation

ON the opposite page you will read about the fears circulating 
in Culcheth that someone out there is targeting pet cats with an 
air gun, using pellets specifically designed to cause maximum 
injury and death to small animals.

CULCHETH and Glazebury Parish 
Council has submitted three bids 
for funding from the Local Transport 
Plan.

The fund – available to all parish 
councils across the Warrington East 
area – is designed to assist with 
local schemes that will improve 
transportation, sustainability and 
accessibility. 

The schemes are:
1. Alterations to the path across the 

New Inn Gardens to allow wheel 
chair access.

2.	Additional parking bays in 
Heswall Avenue.

3. Extra dropped kerbs in the village 
to enhance disabled access.
Cllr Chris Vobe and Cllr Matt 

Smith have pledged to attend the 
relevant meetings of the East Area 
Neighbourhood Board where these 
funding bids will be discussed, and 
make a strong case for the money 
to be allocated to Culcheth and 
Glazebury

As a cat owner, and someone 
who has had a pet mysteriously 
disappear I know exactly what 

those who have lost their family 
pets, must be going through.

It is bad enough when a pet 
disappears, but to think it may be 
lying somewhere fatally wounded, 
must be agonising.

While cats can clearly be a 
nuisance (I have been on the 
receiving end of neighbours cats), 
there is absolutely no reason to 
shoot them with the intention of 
killing or seriously injurying them.

There are plenty of products 
on the market to deter a cat from 
visiting your borders/garden - and 
a hose pipe can be a suitable 
“weapon” if you really do need to 
discourage a cat from visiting your 
garden.

I would appeal to everyone to be 
vigilant and if you believe you know 
the person or persons responsible 
for these shooting activities, please 
inform the authorities or your local 
councillor.

It is certainly very worrying that 
these kind of incidents have been 
taking place for at least 10 years 
and I would be most suprised if 
others weren’t aware who was 
responsible.

Congratulations
Finally congratulations to all 

those living in the area who got the 
grades they desired in their recent 
exams and good luck for the future.

For those who didn’t do as well 
as expected, don’t despair, there 
are plenty of opportunities to try 
again - and it is never too late to 
learn!

Council bids for 
transport funding
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Call Nigel Healey now on 01925 767222
Abacus House, 450Warrington Road, CulchethWA3 5QX

www.hunterhealey.co.uk

• Professional, approachable, affordable
• Accounts preparation & tax returns for individuals &
companies

• Bookkeeping, payroll & vat
• Capital gains & inheritance tax planning
• Business start up advice
• First meeting free of charge

Fears cat killer targeting family pets
VILLAGERS fear a cat killer is targeting family pets in the 
Culcheth area, following the disappearance of four cats in 
recent weeks, with a total of 10 being shot or disappearing 
so far this year.

In March this year a Bengal 
kitten from the Derwent Road area 
of Culcheth, was shot and killed by 
an air rifle pellet and found dead 
in a neighbour’s garden in nearby 
Severn Road.

Then in April a cat from the Shaw 
Street area was shot and injured by 
a pellet specifically designed for 
hunting and efficiently killing small 
animals.

There have been other shooting 
incidents in the area spanning 
a 10 year-period and now with 
four cats disappearing in recent 
weeks residents fear the cat killer is 
increasing activity.

Local resident Michaela Simpson, 
whose own pet Nelson (pictured 
right) has been missing for several 
weeks said: “Someone must be 
behind the missing presumed dead 
cats, so if more people are aware 
of what has been going on, then 
perhaps someone will see or notice 
something unusual and report it.

“The police have been made 
aware, but without evidence cannot 
follow up on any suspicions.

“There are two cats missing from 
Derwent, one from Bent a Lane 
and our cat from Medway. Only a 
few months ago a cat was shot on 
Derwent and another taken to the 
vets, also after being shot.

“It’s horrendous that this is 
happening to much loved pets and 
it’s causing significant upset and 

distress,” added Michaela.
Local Cllr Chris Vobe said: “I 

have spoken with a number of 
residents in the Newchurch area 
about this issue.

“It is very distressing for pet 
owners to learn that these shootings 
have been taking place, but we 
urge people to remain vigilant and 
report any matters of concern to 
local police.”

Tibby who went missing from Bollin Close
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A foodie day out 
for all the family
THE Cheshire Food Festival returns to Arley Hall on Saturday 
and Sunday, September 20-21 for a fun, foodie day out for the 
whole family.

Arley will be full of food lovers, 
chefs and artisan cooks for the 
return of an event showcasing more 
than 80 top local producers, a big 
serving of stunning hot food, real 
ale and wine bars.

There will also be craft and gift 
stalls, lots of activities and rides for 
the kids, top chef demos, stir in a 
cake competition and the popular 
Men v Food, with lashings of 
excellent live music.

The main chef demo area inside 
the Crook Barn hosts great local 

and regional chefs, all demos are 
free - as part of the admission ticket 
- to enter so everyone can pick up 
top foodie tips. 

There are also regular Artisan 
foodie talks and the popular Great 
British Cake off.

The festival offers a great 
opportunity to get a real taste of the 
best of Cheshire and Great British 
produce but also sample some 
more exotic elements such as Thai 
pies, ostrich burgers, or Samosas.
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‘Croft in Bloom’ winners

WINNERS of this year’s “Croft in Bloom” competition were 
Tony and Beverley Moran.

Croft Parish Council chairman 
Jeff Shelley presented the prize to 
the Millhouse Lane couple and their 
daughter, Shannah, along with 
councillors Merrill Cummerson and 
Chris Vobe.

The competition was sponsored 
by Bent’s Garden and Home.

Cllr Shelley said: “It really is a 
beautiful garden – a pleasure to 
drive passed and well worth a 
special visit to look at it.”

The Moran family were 
nominated by a fellow villager who 
had seen their garden while out 
walking.

All entries were then inspected 
by an independent judge – and the 
Moran’s garden was judged the 

winner.
The Croft in Bloom competition 

contest is organised each year by 
the parish council as a means of 
encouraging local residents to take 
an interest in the gardens and give 
the village more colour.

Cllr Vobe said: “It was great to 
receive so many nominations for 
this year’s competition. People in 
the village take a great deal of 
pride in their environment and 
we have some fantastic gardens 
throughout Croft.

“Our independent judge selected 
Mr and Mrs Moran as our winners 
for 2014, and we are very grateful 
to the team at Bents for sponsoring 
this year’s prize.”



www.culchethlife.com 7September 2014



www.culchethlife.com8 September 2014

Civil War Society lift spirits
MEMBERS of the English Civil War Society helped lift spirits at 
an over cast and damp Winwick Carnival by entertaing the 
crowds with their spectacular displays.

They were one of the attractions at the annual event which helps raise 
funds for local community groups.

 Left, Jacob Garrathy aged 12 has a go on the Kitten Karers Tombola run by
Debby Hughes and Lily Gray
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U�SWORTH’S
FU�ERAL
SERVICE

Tel: 766006

489 Warrington Road, Culcheth
Independent family owned Funeral Directors

Providing 24 hour personal
care by Jackie Unsworth,

Phil Done, Kevin Melling and
Tim Hargreaves-Stead

Civil War Society lift spirits

Members of the English Civil War Society fire their canons

Members of the English Civil War Society fire a volley with their muskets

Members of the English Civil War Society prepare a feast after putting on a display

Seven year old Leoni Taylor tries a go on the 
Leigh Arthritis Care Support Group Lucky Dip
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Dr Who Rector leaves 
– but not by Tardis

AVID Dr Who fan he may be, but the Rev Dr Chris Stafford 
will hardly need The Tardis to return to Culcheth following his 
departure for pastures new.

He’s only just down the road at 
Newton-le-Willows – so he could 
use more conventional transport to 
come back and look up old friends.

After 11 years at Newchurch 
and Christ Church, Croft, Chris has 
taken up the post of Team Vicar at 
All Saints, Newton and Schools 
Minister for the Newton Team.

He said: “I am excited at the 
challenge. Newton will be a very 
different experience. We have 
made lots of good friendships and 
are very sorry to be leaving.”  

After a well-attended farewell 
service and presentation in the 
Parish Hall, Chris, his wife Anne 

and daughter Catherine left for 
Newton.

It was standing room only in 
the hall to see the gifts from the 
congregation – which given Chris’ 
well known fondness for Dr Who 
included a Dr Who scarf and Tardis 
mugs, as well as an iPad, flowers, 
vouchers, etc. 

Special Dr Who cakes were 
shared among the guests and 
refreshments were provided by 
members of the two churches.

The congregations of both 
Newchurch and Christ Church sent 
the family on their way with their 
best wishes for the future.
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The Importance of Understanding your Customer

www.stylesandco.co.uk

The Styles Files are provided by Styles & Co, if you would like further information call 01925 761600

When it comes to learning about 
your customer base a customer 
satisfaction survey gives your 
customers the opportunity to voice 
their concerns and sing your praises!

Successful business owners 
quickly realise that keeping existing 
customers costs less than fi nding 
new ones. If certain practices 
drive customers away, a business 
repeatedly has to spend time and 
money on advertising and other 
efforts to recruit new customers.

Studies show satisfi ed clients 
tend to buy products more often 
and develop loyalty to a particular 
brand. They often spread the word 
by recommending products and 
services to friends and family as an 
informal referral process. Customer 
satisfaction surveys give fi rms 
specifi c information about positive 
and negative perceptions, which 
could improve marketing or sales 
efforts. They use online surveys to 
collect feedback from customers as 
tools for improvement.

It was for these reasons why 
here at Styles and Co we recently 
surveyed a sample of our clients to 
obtain a better understanding of 
what our clients want, and what they 
think about us and the service we 
provide.

We had some very complimentary 
results and can announce that of the 
responses received 100% of clients 
said we have a good understanding 
of their business. It was also 

extremely pleasing to see that 100% 
of clients said our staff were friendly 
and approachable and 100% said 
we were easy to do business with 
– all extremely important factors 
in the continuation of our business 
relationship.

To discuss this article further 
or for any other accounting or 
taxation advice then please contact 
Ian, Graeme or Sarah on 01925 
761600.
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To get your business
on track and in the 

‘Pink’ contact
James Bryan on

01925 631592 

Cheers! It’s the 
Rotary beer 

festival again

Table top sale for Guides

THE 4TH annual Culcheth Beer Festival takes place on Friday 
and Saturday, September 12-13 at Culcheth Sports Club.

Organised, as usual, by the 
local Rotary Club, it will feature 
40 cask ales, various ciders, 
wines and complimentary soft 
drinks for designated drivers.

A hog roast and background 
music completes an event that has 
become a “must” for connoisseurs 
of the hop and those who just 
enjoy a sociable pint with their 
family and friends.

Last year, with more than 800 
people attending, the event raised 
more than £8,500.00 for Rotary 
charities - a sum which it is hoped 
to exceed this year.

A TABLE top sale is to be held at Culcheth on Saturday, September 20 to 
raise money for local Girl Guides.

The event at the Scout Hut in Jackson Avenue, from 9am to 12.30pm, 
is being organised by Guide Leader Justine Doyle, of the 3rd Culcheth 
Guides.

Aim is to raise money for local Guiding,for Guides who are fundraising 
for international trips as part of Girlguiding UK and for Under 18s taking 
part in official overseas trips.

There will be about 15 stalls, mostly taken by Girlguiding units and 
including crafts, home bakes, face painting and second hand goods.

Bacon sandwiches and tea and coffee will be available.
Further details are available from Justine on 07857 609472.

The beer festival is just one event 
the Rotary Club organises locally.

They also sponsor prizes at 
schools, provide entertainment at 
elderly person’s homes, equipment 
for Scouts and Guides and similar 
organisations.

The club has also built a good 
relationship with the Croft and 
Culcheth Air Cadets who help with 
Rotary activities.

Anyone who would like to join 
Rotary should call Bernard Groom 
on 01925 733893 or visit the 
Rotary District 1280 web site.
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War veteran’s novel mirrors 
his own remarkable life

Parish councillors quiz HS2 boss

CULCHETH war veteran James Skelding has written his first 
book – at the age of 94.

“Reviving Echoes follows the 
lives of Albert and Gillian through 
war, peace and retirement from 
1939 to 2013 but James – a 
former college lecturer – admits it is 
loosely based on his own life with 

his late wife, Winifred, who died 
three years ago after almost 70 
years of marriage.

So it comes as no surprise 
that James – like the fictional bus 
conductor Albert – met his wife in 

Birmingham.
He was devastated when she 

died – and to try and fill the gulf  
Winifred had left in his life, started 
writing his book.

Now that it has been published, 
he is already working on a sequel.

Albert is called up for military 
service in 1939 and took part in the 
Dunkirk evacuation, serving later 
in India and Burma where he was 
wounded fighting the Japanese.

The story unfolds of how he and 
Gillian survive the war and the 
peace which followed. Times are 
hard, but they are happy.

They enjoy the hard-won peace, 
despite the nuclear threat which 
overshadows it.

As Albert reaches retirement, 
world events once more bring new 
threats and a personal crisis to 
surpass all others – one which must 
be overcome at the close of their 
story.

Like his fictional counterpart, 
Albert, James met his wife at a 
dance and during their first dance 
asked her “When are we going to 
get married?”

Her response, of course, is part 
of the story that should only be 
discovered by those that read it.

“Reviving Echoes” is published 
by Troubador Publishing at £7.50 
but is also available as an e-book 
at £3.99. It can be purchased from 
Amazon.

MEMBERS of Culcheth and 
Glazebury Parish Council have 
expressed concern at continuing 
delays in deciding the final route 
of the controversial HS2 high 
speed railway line.

Councillors have met with 
senior representatives of HS2 Ltd 
and posed questions on the latest 
developments – including the 
suggestions tabled by Sir David 
Higgins in his “HS2 Plus” report.

Cllr Peter Caswell asked for 
more information on HS2’s 
exceptional hardship scheme 
and urged the company to set 
up advice surgeries for local 
residents so people with houses 
are on the current proposed route 
could have their circumstances 
examined more closely and 
receive additional support from 
the company.

Cllr Mike Vobe was concerned 

that the delay in announcing the 
final route of the line was adding 
“12 months of blight” for many 
residents in Culcheth and Croft.

Councillors expressed their 
dismay that the Secretary of State 
had “put off” making his final 
decision.

After the meeting, Cllr Vobe said: 
“The parish council appreciated 
the opportunity to meet with 
representatives from HS2 Ltd. We 
are committed to keeping this 
dialogue going, whatever decision 
the Secretary of State makes.

“We are dismayed that a final 
decision on the route has not yet 
been announced. For our villages, 
all this leaves us with is a further 
12 months during which many 
people will suffer from blight and 
are unable to sell their homes.

“The Secretary of State has the 
power to stop us from remaining 

in that ‘limbo’ and should bring 
the date of his announcement 
forward.”

Cllr Chris Vobe, who chaired 
the meeting, said: “HS2 Ltd’s 
commitment to hold advice 
surgeries with councillors to 
discuss individual circumstances 
will be very helpful.

“The biggest issue affecting 
Culcheth and Newchurch is 
housing blight. It is vital that 
HS2 Ltd help as many people as 
possible through their exceptional 
hardship scheme.

“If the announcement on the 
final route is going to be delayed 
then parish councillors will 
continue to support Warrington 
Borough Council’s case for an 
upgrade to the West Coast Main 
Line and the removal of the ‘spur’ 
which currently runs through the 
villages.”
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CLASSIFIED FREEPHONE 0800 955 5247 to advertise

HOME SERVICES

(J6/15)

TREE SURGERY
ROBERT WOOLSTENCROFT TREE 
Services. Commercial and Domestic tree and 
Landscaping services. NPTC qualifi ed, Safe 
Contractor approved and fully insured. Friendly 
and reliable, local family business. Contact 
Robert 01942 673736 or 07811 
954065 (J2/15)

DELIVERY SERVICES
FURNITURE FERRY LIGHT REMOVALS. 
Collections arranged from Ikea, Costco and 
other stores, garden centres, auctions etc.  You 
choose, you buy, I deliver – SIMPLE. Reliable, 
inexpensive service. Tel: Matt 07970 
178 333 or 01942 732768. www.
furnitureferry.co.uk (J5/15)

PAYROLL
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

CHIROPODY
KATHRYN GRACE AND ASSOCIATES, 
D.Pod.M, M.Ch.S., HPC registered 
Chiropodists/ Podiatrists, 26 years experience, 
offering friendly and professional footcare, 
also Gait Analysis. Care home contracts 
are welcome. Culcheth based. Tel 01925 
762404  www.parkview centre.co.uk
 (J12/14)

CARPET CLEANING
A1 STAINBUSTERS. Fully guaranteed carpet 
and upholstery deep dry cleaning. Clean 
and dry in only ONE hour. Quotes  for both 
commercial and domestic. Contact the Local 
expert John Latham on 01925 205 210 
or call 07765 314080 (J10/14)

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 25 yrs. 
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep 
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour 
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
 (J1/15

WINDOWS & GLAZING

SP GLAZING for all your glazing 
requirements, double glazed units including 
failed and misted units, broke windows, 
mirror fi xing. Kite marked to B/S. Time served 
glazier with over 30 years experience. For a 
friendly no obligation quote tel Sam 
Pendlebury on 01942 671859. Mob 
07919 660296. (J10/14)

LEIGH GLASS LTD. For all of your glass 
requirements please contact. Tel 01942 
678440  Fax 01942 261728 email 
leighglass@ hotmail.co.uk (J1/15)

COMPUTERS
AED COMPUTER SERVICES. For all your PC 
servicing requirements including: Hardware 
repairs /upgrades, Software / Operating 
System re-installs, Virus removal, basic training: 
Tel: 01925 766426, mobile: 07870 
260657, email: enquiries@aed-cs.com, 
Web: http://www.aed-cs.com (J5/15)

CLEANING SERVICES

(G*)

Advertise in the Classifi eds
from as little as £6 per month!

Call 0800 955 5247

GATES & FENCING

(J7/15)

TUITION

SPANISH LESSONS IN CULCHETH 
Daytime tuition in Spanish grammar for adults 
– beginners or revision. Experienced retired 
tutor; friendly relaxed lessons for singles or 
couples. Tel 01925 765 962 or Mob 
07922 155 275 (J10/14)

FRENCH LESSONS FOR ADULTS IN 
CULCHETH. Make progress with fast track 
conversational approach. Individual or join 
a small group. Day or evening. Experienced 
graduate tutor. Diploma in adult language 
teaching. Affordable rates. 01925 764713/ 
07962233486 (JB10/14)

GARDENING SERVICES

LAWN DRAINAGE. MOST LAWNS DONE 
in a day. No trenches, no reinstatement. Lawn 
treatments for all problems. Call Bob Harper 
based in warrington 07952 608701
 (J3/15)

CM GARDEN SERVICE. ALWAYS HAVE 
a great looking lawn. (Small lawn £10, Large 
lawn £20) One off cut Including border tidy or 
every two weeks. Call now for a free quote. 
Mobile 07923 994858 (J10/14)

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOKKEEPING

keeping it simple...

www.arleys.co.uk
01925 598499

(G12/14)

PRINT PROBLEMS SOLVED!

FLYERS • POSTERS
BANNERS • STICKERS • MAGAZINES

OFFICE STATIONERY

CUSTOM PRINTS

FOLDERS • CARDS • SIGNAGE

info@247print.net • 01925 240247

The New Media Centre • Old Road

Warrington • WA4 1AT

50 A3
POSTERS

£24.70

100
BUSINESS CARDS

£2.47

1x A2
COLOUR POSTER

£2.47

CANVAS
COLOUR PRINTS

£24.7O500mm x 500mm

50 WEDDING

FULL COLOUR

£24.7O
INVITATIONS

Artwork needs to be supplied in a print ready format. Payment must be made when ordering.

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

OFFICES TO LET

TO RENT
2 single storey O�  ce/W’kshop/Storage 

units in Glazebury.
£250 p/m per unit, � exible terms

01925 764704 or 07860 233205
� owersareus@hotmail.co.uk

(J10/14)

Suzanne aims to 
swim the Channel

A WOMAN from Culcheth has 
vowed to swim the Channel 
in the name of charity - 
despite having a double hip 
replacement just two years 
ago.

Suzanne Crippin, 28, recently 
completed two big swims - the Great 
North Swim in the Lake District 
and the Great Manchester Swim 
in Salford - to raise money for The 
Richard Sharp Sensory Library.

The project is a tactile library, 
which is made up of themed boxes 
full of different textured items, such as 
a Christmas box with tinsel, crackers, 
baubles and more.

The boxes are designed to stimulate 
communication and memories for 
people who are both deaf and blind, 
in memory of Richard Sharp, who 
suffered from MELAS syndrome, a 
rare condition which took his sight, 
hearing and eventually his life.   

Suzanne (pictured), who had to 
have a double hip replacement after 
developing Avascular Necrosis, said: 
“I met Sarah Sharp, Richard’s widow, 
not long after the operation and was 
really touched by her determination 
and positivity.

“I got into swimming as part of 
my physiotherapy after having my 
hip operation and, after hearing 
about Sarah’s project realised I 
could use my passion for it to make 
a difference.”

She is also due to take part in The 
Great London Swim at Docklands 
in preparation for her end goal of 
eventually swimming the Channel.

Suzanne is taking her training 
seriously, practicing six days a week 
for at least an hour racking up two to 
three miles per day.

“I’m on a mission to raise as much 
as I can for the sensory library; 
I’ve already managed to raise over 
£1100 in just a few weeks.

“I plan to swim all five locations 
in the Great Swim Series next year 
and hopefully once I get to that 
stage I’ll be ready to reach my end 
goal and finally swim the Channel. 
I’m determined to get there!” added 
Suzanne.

The sensory library will be based 
in Northwich, at deafness charity 
Deafness Support Network’s offices 
there.

GOLBORNE Hockey Club, which 
runs three men’s and two women’s 
team, plus a junior section, has 
started training at Golborne Sports 
and Social Club in Stone Cross Lane, 
Lowton.

New and existing players will be 
welcome at training sessions, of all 
abilities.

Anyone interested should turn up 
on a Tuesday evening or visit the web 
page www.golbornehockeyclub.
co.uk

Hockey training
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