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THE HS2 roadshow which 
visited Culcheth seems to 
have antagonised local 
people rather than allayed 
their fears.  From what we 
have heard, opposition to 
the high speed railway’s 
route through the area has 
hardened.

Main concerns, understandably, 
are the impact the railway 
would have on the village. First, 
construction and later the ongoing 
noise of high speed trains travelling 
through what we have come to 
regard as a relatively quiet part of 
the countryside.

In fact, if HS2 is to be stopped, 
it will not be because of the horrific 
damage it would cause to Culcheth, 
Rixton, Glazebrook or anywhere 
else. It will be because the powers-
that-be decide, nationally,  the 
business case does not stack-up.  

Culcheth and District Rail Action 
Group (CADRAG) have been 

putting forward a lively argument, 
as have other action groups along 
the proposed route of the railway.  
If the project goes ahead, they 
cannot all be successful and if 
any are it will probably be at the 
expense of someone else.

We do not, for one moment, 
suggest that local opponents should 
ignore the purely local arguments 
based on the destruction of the 
environment, people’s homes and 
people’s businesses. But neither 
should they ignore the wider issues 
based on the viability of the whole 
project for it is here, we believe, 
that they stand a more realistic 
chance of winning. They will not be 
fighting alone as in recent months 
it has become apparent that there 
are many people and organisation 
who have their doubts about HS2. 

Even people who at one time 
supported the project.

Some of these people may have 
more influence than the residents 
of any village or town along the 
route. They cannot be relied upon 
to fight our battle for us, but we 
can perhaps assist them if we 
make sure we all sing from the 
same song sheet. The consultation 
continues until the end of January. 
All local people should make the 
effort to join the debate, voice our 
opinions clearly and forcefully and 
take into account the wider picture 
rather than focussing only on our 
own backyard. In the meantime, 
it’s the festive season and the team 
at Culcheth Life would like to wish 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our readers and 
advertisers.

Beer festival
raised £8,500

THE two day Culcheth Beer Festival 
organised by Newton and District 
Jubilee Rotary Club in September 
raised £8,500 for Rotary charities.

Nearly 800 people attended the 
event at Culcheth Sports Club - the 
third to be arranged by the Rotary 
Club.
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Call Nigel Healey now on 01925 767222
Abacus House, 450Warrington Road, CulchethWA3 5QX

www.hunterhealey.co.uk

• Professional, approachable, affordable
• Accounts preparation & tax returns for individuals &
companies

• Bookkeeping, payroll & vat
• Capital gains & inheritance tax planning
• Business start up advice
• First meeting free of charge

RESIDENTS have reacted 
angrily to an exhibition 
promoting the HS2 high 
speed railway in Culcheth.

Hundreds of people visited the 
exhibition, mounted by HS2 Ltd at 
Culcheth Sports Club.

But an exit poll carried out 
by members of the Culcheth 
and District Rail Action Group 
(CADRAG) suggested that local 
residents were 100 per cent 
opposed to the railway.

Cllr Keith Bland, a member of 
Culcheth and Glazebury Parish 
Council and also of CADRAG said: 

“People dismissed the exhibition as 
a slick PR job.

“There were a lot of people from 
HS2 there but they were not really 
interested in answering people’s 
questions. They were there to 
promote HS2 – that’s all.”

Cllr Bland, whose home is only 
100 yards from Culcheth Sports 
Club, erected a gazebo and an 
inflatable white elephant in his 
garden to attract the attention of 
people visiting the exhibition. He 
was joined by fellow members of 
CADRAG and also residents of 
Rixton and Glazebrook, which will 

also be affected if HS2 goes ahead 
on the preferred route.

He said: “I made my garden 
available because CADRAG were 
not allowed to have a stand at the 
exhibition inside the club.

“People are opposing this 
scheme because of the devastating 
affect it will have on Culcheth and 
surrounding areas.

“It will cut through the Taylor 
Industrial Estate and Culcheth 
Linear Park. It will affect other local 
businesses, residents and farmers.

“The impact it would have on the 
community during the construction 
period would be terrible.

“We could not find one local 

person who supported the 
proposed route of the line. Many 
people even doubt the business 
case for building HS2 at all.

“People were against it before 
this exhibition was held but they 
are even more opposed to it 
afterwards.”

Cllr Bland’s wife – borough 
councillor Sue Bland – was kept 
busy making cups of tea and coffee 
for people calling in to talk to 
CADRAG members during the day.

She said: “This campaign 
against HS2 has really united the 
community.”

Anger over ‘slick’ HS2 exhibition

Campaigners against HS2 outside Cllr Keith Bland’s residence. From left, Steve Gerrard, 
Frank Allen, Cllr Keith Bland, Tina Caldcleugh, Dave Richardson and Peter Fillery 

chairman Rixton and Glazebrook Action Group.
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Croft Parish Council News
Your Parish Councillors

Residents may contact Mike Pope, Croft Parish Council’s Clerk on 01925 733766 or
Email: croftparishcouncil@gmail.com   Twitter: @croftparish   Web: www.croftvillagecheshire.co.uk

Valerie Allen
01925 767274

val@valallen.co.uk

Merril Cummerson 
01925 764127

merrilcummerson
@yahoo.co.uk

Jim Hilton
01925 767358

Les Hoyle
(Chairman)

01925 810130
tlhoyle @warrington

.gov.uk

Jeff  Shelley
(Vice Chairman)

01925 764517
j.shelley

@btopenworld.com

Chris Vobe 
01925 419481

chrisvobe@gmail.com
Twitter @ChrisVobe1

� e Parish Council would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

The Village’s Christmas Tree lights will be 
turned on at 6pm on Friday, 6th December by 
the Chairman of  the Parish Council, Cllr. Les 
Hoyle. Choirs from Croft Primary School, St. 
Lewis’ Primary School together with the local 
Brownie packs will be singing carols around the 
tree which will be located in the Playing Field 
car park. Everyone is welcome to attend this 
community celebration.

After all the hard work by local residents to raise 
funds to improve the Playing Field play area, 
it was extremely saddening that someone set 
fi re to some of  the swings. The fi re destroyed 
one swing completely, made the swing for 
children with disabilities inoperable and severely 
scorched the safety matting.  Anyone with any 
information that might lead to the apprehension 
of  the vandals should contact Cheshire Police.

The Memorial Hall is an important asset to the 
Village. It hosts a number of  community events 
and activities and is available for hire (‘phone 
222715). While the inside of  the Hall has benefi ted 
from some recent improvements, the Committee 
was aware that the access roads’ surfaces needed 
some renewal. Thanks to its own fund-raising, 
contributions from the Hall’s principal users and 
a grant of  £2,000 from the Parish Council this 
remedial work has been completed. 

Christmas Tree Vandalism at the Playing Field Croft Village Memorial Hall

Dave and Emma – ideal in a restaurant
DAVE Williams and Emma Graham make an ideal couple when 
it comes to running a restaurant – and proof of this can be 
found at Culcheth’s new Nectarine restaurant.

With more than 20 years’ 
experience as a chef, including time 
at some of the North West’s top 
eateries, Dave is king of the kitchen. 
Emma, Culcheth born and bred, 
does front-of-house and knows how 
to make customers immediately feel 
at home.

The result is relaxed, intimate 
dining with great service in elegant 
surrounds.

All dishes are prepared in the 
Nectarine’s own kitchen from the 
fresh-baked bread to the hand-made 
petit fours.

Dave describes his menu as 
“modern British cuisine with some 
European influences.”

He and his staff cook with 
the seasons, using high quality 
ingredients, locally sourced and 
combined to produce well flavoured, 
balanced dishes that excite the 
palate. This philosophy is reflected in 
regular changes to the menus.

The Nectarine has been awarded 
top marks from the local council 
environmental health officer for food 
safety and hygiene standards.

Dave said: “We are passionate 

about food and service, which is 
why I think front-of-house is just as 
important as the kitchen. We want 
our customers to know we care about 
them.”

When he’s not in the kitchen, Dave 

is a keen runner and has completed 
several half and full marathons.

He hasn’t as much time for this 
now, after opening Nectarine, but 
hopes to get his running shoes on 
again to raise money for charity.

CULCHETH girl Hannah Charlton 
organised a South American themed 
community night to help tackle 
poverty in Bolivia.

Hannah, aged 22, will travel to 
Bolivia this January to work on a 
development programme for three 
months, and organised a sell out 
theme night at McDee’s to help raise 
funds.

On the programme, she will team 
up with Bolivian volunteers to tackle 
some of the problems facing the local 
community, after getting a place on 
the government funded International 
Citizen Service (ICS).

Hannah said: “The project I’m 
working on is run by the development 
charity, International Service and 
aims to help underprivileged people 
understand their human rights, 
empowering them to achieve lasting, 
positive change.  

“This is a unique opportunity 
to work alongside people from a 
different culture who have requested 
help from young volunteers to fight 
poverty and make a difference where 
it’s needed most. I’m really excited to 
get out there.”

Other fundraising efforts included 

baking cakes for Newchurch Church 
and creating a video to inform and 
encourage people to donate to 
International Service. 

The video has so far been a 
success in getting people to donate, 
with Hannah raising £350 with her 
video alone.  The video is available 
to view on YouTube by searching 
‘Hannah Hopes to Fundraise for 
International Service’.

To help Hannah’s fundraising 
effort, you can donate at justgiving.
com/hannahhopes.

Hannah’s South American night
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THE future of the sixth form 
at Culcheth High School 
depends on a widespread 
consultation exercise cur
rently underway with 
parents, pupils, staff and 
other interested parties.

A drop-in session will be held at 
the school on December 10, from 
5pm to 7.30pm, when parents and 
pupils will be able to meet the head 
teacher, governors and borough 
council representatives.

People can also make comments 
via the council’s website, www.
warrington.gov.uk/consultation.

Final decision on whether the 
sixth form should close will be 
made by the borough council’s 
executive board in May.

But the governing body has 
already voted 8-0 in favour of 
going to consultation, with six 
members abstaining.

The Culcheth community as a 
whole was stunned when it was 
announced last month that the future 
of the sixth form was in doubt, less 
than two years after the school was 
rebuilt at a cost of £28 million.

Culcheth and Glazebury parish 
councillor Keith Bland said: “I am 
gobsmacked. We had no inkling 
this was in the offing.

“Culcheth High is a good 
school and this is a major blow – 
particularly after the new school 
being built.  But I understand the 
reason is a diminishing number 
of pupils making it difficult, if not 
impossible, to provide an adequate 
curriculum.”

Borough and parish councillor 
Chris Vobe - a former pupil - said: 
“I was shocked to hear this news. 
It is very disappointing that the 
situation has deteriorated to this 
point. When I was at Culcheth 

Sixth Form, it was a thriving and 
well-attended college which served 
our local community well.

“Given that the High School 
itself is full, I believe the governing 
body should have been looking 
more closely at why pupils from the 
village are opting to pursue their 
post-16 studies elsewhere.”

The number of students staying 
on at the sixth form has been falling 
steadily over the last 10 years, even 
though in the 11-16 age range, the 
school has grown.

A number of factors have 
been blamed – the increasingly 
popularity of colleges such as 
Priestley College, Warrington, 
Winstanley College, Wigan 
and Warrington Collegiate, plus 
the opening of a sixth form at 
Birchwood High School, which this 
year acquired Academy status.

If the sixth form at Culcheth 
closes it will not be until the summer 
of 2015, allowing current Year 12 
and 13 students to complete their 
studies. But there would be no 
admission of Year 12 students from 
next September.

A statement issued by the 
governors said: “The fall in student 
numbers in the sixth form, combined 
with the national reduction in 
funding for each student has meant 
that it has become increasingly 
difficult for Culcheth High School to 
offer the range of subjects and the 
learning experience that students 

deserve.
“There are an increasing number 

of providers of post-16 education in 
the area and Culcheth High School 
students have a range of choices 
when it comes to selecting a place 
to study.

“We will continue to support all 
our students in securing the best 
and most appropriate provision at 
the end of Year 11.”

As Culcheth High is a community 
school, the consultation process is 
being led by the borough council.

Christmas appeal
THE Village Sandwich Bar, Culcheth has registered as a drop off point for 
the Key 103 Cash for Kids Christmas appeal to support a child living in 
poverty.

The aim is to raise £1 million worth of toys by inviting people to buy one 
extra present this year – a gift that will make Christmas 2013 for a child 
living in poverty. 

Presents dropped off at The Village Sandwich Bar, 18 Church Lane, 
Culcheth will have them delivered in time for Christmas.

Consultation will decide future 
of sixth form

Keith Bland

Chris Vobe
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THE girls at Spa Beautiful, the health and wellbeing spa situated 
at the entrance to Taylor Business Park, are celebrating the 
success of their first year in business. 

They’ve gone from strength to 
strength in the last twelve months 
and are now proud to launch 
another side to their business, a 
new vintage tea room, located 
downstairs in the stunning period 
property in which the spa is based. 

They’ll be providing High Teas 
for spa visitors or for passers by 
who just wish to treat themselves 
to the selection of teas and home 
baked goods on offer in a peaceful, 
relaxing environment. The tea 
room is open Monday to Friday 
10 til 3 and 5 pm on Saturdays. 

On Wednesday mornings, the Tea 
Room will be hosting  vintage coffee 
mornings for the local community.

Success
Catherine and Angela from the 

spa believe that a lot of their success 
comes from their high standards 
that they set for themselves, the 
level of service that they provide 
and the trouble free parking that 
tends to be an issue, just down the 
road, in the centre of Culcheth. 

Paul Taylor from Taylor Business 

THE eighth annual Newchurch Parish Church Christmas Tree and Crib 
Festival will be held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, December 13-15.

Local businesses and community groups will decorate trees and cribs 
and display them in the church over the three-day festival.

Theme for the festival is “Our Wonderful World.”
Refreshments will be available and on the Friday, local schools will 

be singing carols during the day and in the evening, Ellenbrook and 
Boothstown Brass Band will hold a concert.

On the Saturday afternoon there will be children’s crafts and 
activities.

Over the seven year history of the festival, £3,000 has been raised 
for local charities and this year the festival will be supporting The 
Children’s Society Warrington Project and church funds.

Park said, “The spa is a breath 
of fresh air on here. I’ve enjoyed 
a few treatments there myself and 
a relaxing half day makes a great 
Christmas gift. We love to see start 
up companies flourish and we’ve 

seen a few success stories over the 
last twelve months on here.

“The spa is a fantastic addition 
to the Business Park and the village 
and I can see them doing even 
better in the new year.”

Health and wellbeing spa goes from 
strength to strength

Christmas Tree and Crib festival
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Father Christmas is 
coming to town

FATHER Christmas will be touring the streets of Culcheth, Croft and Gorse 
Covert in the run up to the festive season - courtesy of Newton and District 
Jubilee Rotary Club.

The early evening tours will start when his sleigh arrives on the Mee Brow 
estate on December 16, moves on to Culcheth on December 18, Gorse 
Covert the following day and Croft on December 23.

Santa will also be inside at Bent’s Garden and Home, Glazebury on 
December 7, 14 and 21 and outside CPS, Culcheth on December 13 and 
20.

The Rotary Club is inviting requests for assistance from local charities, 
schools and other organisations.

Anyone interested should call Bernard Groom on 01925 733893 or visit 
the Rotary District 1280 website, following the link to Newton and District 
Jubilee.

VOLUNTEERS are being sought 
to serve on the management 
committee at the Age Concern 
Day Centre in Jackson Avenue, 
Culcheth.

Fundraising is already going on 
to bring about improvements to the 
building, the outside of which has 
already been painted.

Internal decoration is now going 
ahead, carried out with the help 
of offenders supervised by the 
Probation Service.

Cllr Sue Bland said: “The 
building has been looking very tired 
for some time but we are gradually 
carrying out improvements.

“The next task is to replace a 
storage building at the rear which 

leaks. At first we considered 
repairing the existing building but 
discovered there is asbestos in the 
roof.”

Anyone interested in serving on 
the committee should call Cllr Bland 
on 01925 766641.

Volunteers wanted for day centre committee
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Turning back the clock at Victorian Day
VILLAGERS turned back the clock at the annual Culcheth 
Victorian Day which was organised by Birchwood Lions and 
supported by Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council.

Evening service to continue
LOCAL bus company Network Warrington has announced that, following 
ongoing negotiations, TfGM (Transport for Greater Manchester) have agreed to 
continue to fund evening bus services from Warrington to Leigh. 

Upcoming service changes scheduled for December had previously meant 
that services would have finished earlier than the current timetable.  

Evening services on this route are tendered by Warrington Borough Council 
and TfGM, because the patronage is too low to support a fully commercial bus 
service. 

In October, Warrington Borough Council renewed their tender, to operate 
only between Warrington and Glazebury, Foresters Arms (Borough boundary), 
and reduced the number of journeys per hour.  TfGM had previously decided 
not to renew, but have reconsidered their decision and have now agreed to 
provide funding to enable the service to continue to run between Leigh and 
Glazebury, Culcheth and Warrington. 

Network Warrington interim MD Ann Marie Slavin said: “It’s clear that a 
number of people rely on this service. However, it would have been difficult to 
run this commercially so we are delighted that the tender has been renewed by 
TfGM, and I’m sure our Warrington and Leigh passengers are too.”

Service changes will come into effect on December 16.
New timetables are available at networkwarrington.co.uk and printed 

timetables will be available from the Travel Centre from Monday December 9.

From left, Tom Bird shows his scale 
Marshall steam traction engine to twins 

Kieran Yates, Joshua aged 3
and their sister Emily aged 6.

Enjoying the music from a Fairground 
Organ from left, Oscar Twist aged 3 his 

sister Evie aged 4 and Kate Heyes.

Vice president of Birchwood Lions
Jean Whibley dressed for the Culcheth 

Victorian Day.

Selling raffle tickets for a food hamper are 
Birchwood Lions left, Mike Barnes

and Jon Graves.
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U�SWORTH’S
FU�ERAL
SERVICE

Tel: 766006

489 Warrington Road, Culcheth
Independent family owned Funeral Directors

Providing 24 hour personal
care by Jackie Unsworth,

Phil Done, Kevin Melling and
Tim Hargreaves-Stead

Turning back the clock at Victorian Day

Meeting Father Christmas at Culcheth 
Methodist Church are twins left, Laura

and Andrew McFarlane aged 8.

Dishing up hot food are staff from McDee’s 
Cafe from left, Helen McVey, Sarah Sharp 

and Hannah Charlton.

At their baked goods and raffle stall Culcheth 
Methodist Church are 19th Warrington 

Culcheth Scouts from left, Nathan Remmer, 
leader Jane Kelly, Jake Remmer, leader Sally 

Casson and Elliott Livingstone.
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Valerie to open
her ‘grotto’ home

A CULCHETH woman who decorates her home every Christmas is to throw 
it open to the public for the first time.

Only a handful of people normally see the magical display at 59-year-old 
Valerie Stock’s home.

But those who do are usually bowled over by it so Valerie, who suffers 
from MS and is largely confined to a wheelchair, has decided to share the 
experience with local people.

She will open the house on Sunday, December 15, Saturday December 
21 and Sunday December 22 between 2pm and 4pm.

In return she will ask for donations towards the cost of a special mattress 
which she desperately needs because of her condition.

Carer Chris Bull and cleaner Angie Malone, will do most of the festive 
decorating, working to designs prepared by Valerie herself.

Chris joked: “By the time we have finished, the house looks like Santa’s 
grotto!”

Valerie lives alone with her two much-loved cats, Lily and Louie – and 
thanks to Lily she is getting some extra help from schoolgirls Lili and Issi 
Boyle, aged 14 and 10.

They got to know Valerie after wondering why the cat from across the 
road came running every time their Mum called “Lili”.

Now the sisters are helping raise money for the appeal at the Christmas 
fair at Lili’s school, Loreto Preparatory.

Valerie with Chris Bull (left) and Angie Malone with some of the decorations and sisters
Lili and Issi with Lily the cat.
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How effective is the leadership of your business?
The world in which we work is 
constantly changing. Businesses 
are constantly challenged with 
conditions that change at breakneck 
speed. To succeed in this tough 
business environment, leaders 
frequently undertake strategic 
initiatives. Unfortunately, these 
initiatives are often poorly charted 
and inadequately executed. To be 
effective, organisational initiatives 
require a clear direction from the 
beginning. The role of leaders is to 
establish this direction and create 
an environment that supports their 
team.

What skills are needed to be a 
successful leader?

The old-fashioned view of 
leadership is that leaders are 
marked out for leadership from 
early on in their lives, and that if 
you’re not a born leader, there’s 
little you can do to become one.  
The modern view is that through 
patience, persistence and hard 

work, you can be a truly effective 
leader, as long as you make the 
effort needed.

What are the qualities of a good 
leader?

• Effectiveness depends on the 
ability to infl uence members of 
the team as well as accept input 
from them that could possibly 
change, for the better, standards 
within their environment.  

• By building, developing and 
reinforcing team work, the results 
will increase productivity as well 
as increasing team spirit.

• A leader not only has to be good 
at developing a team, they must 
also be able to take an individual 
aside to develop their potential.

• How to be fair but fi rm, is 
a skill that normally comes 
with experience but the basic 
knowledge of leading a group 
can be taught.

• Leaders coach, take risks, 
persuade and commit.

We are involved with many 
dynamic, growing businesses 
that are led very successfully 
and profi tably by highly effective 
entrepreneurs.

If you are passionate about 
improving your profi tability and 
developing your leadership skills 
we can certainly help. Please 
contact Ian Lloyd at Styles & Co on 
01925 761600.

www.stylesandco.co.uk

The Styles Files are provided by Styles & Co, if you would like further information call 01925 761600

Ian Lloyd.
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To get your business
on track and in the 

‘Pink’ contact
James Bryan on

01925 631592 



www.culchethlife.com 15December 2013

A LOCAL councillor is pressing for 
the early introduction of 20mph 
speed limits on two roads at 
Culcheth.

Cllr Les Hoyle believes the 
restrictions are necessary in 
Doeford Close and on Twiss Green 
Lane, outside Twiss Green Primary 
School.

He said: “I have written to 
the borough council’s head of 
highways, David Bowyer, asking 
for these roads to be designated as 
20mph road as soon as possible.

“Local residents and parents of 
pupils at the school are concerned 
about the speed of some cars using 
these roads and have approached 
me. 

“I realise that the council’s policy 
is to introduce widespread 20mph 
limits across the borough but I 
want to make sure these roads are 
designated as soon as possible.

“The situation in Doeford Close 
can only get worse if additional 
houses are built there.”

Council steps in with
£2,000 grant

CROFT Parish Council has committed £2,000 towards the cost of 
refurbishing the entrance path and car park at Croft Village Hall.

The council agreed to step in and “match fund” a grant already secured 
from Warrington’s East Area Neighbourhood Board after another potential 
grant source failed to materialise. 

Residents, who have been asking for the repairs for some time, have 
already expressed their delight at the works.

The car park and entrance had become worn and riddled with pot holes 
through heavy use over a number of years.

It is hoped to repair the exit path soon, when funding is secured.

Parking restrictions to be investigated
THE feasibility of double yellow lines at the junction of Shaw Street and 
Church Lane is being investigated by Culcheth and Glazebury Parish 
Council.

After meeting with local residents, parish councillors have pledged to 
raise a number of concerns with the borough council.

Residents of Shaw Street have been expressing concern over a number 
of issues for years.

Parking at both ends of the road have been highlighted and residents feel 
additional double yellow lines near to the Pack Horse pub would be helpful.

Councillor 
calls for 
20mph 
limits

Advertiser’s announcement

Made to measure furniture 
specialists

Paul Martin Furniture specialises in made to measure pine and solid oak 
furniture. They also offer a large selection of high quality and beautifully 
crafted Walnut, Mahogany, and other furniture items which have been 
carefully selected from the best furniture manufacturers around. 

They stock a wide range of high quality furniture for your dining room, 
living room, home office and bedroom which extensively spans from rustic, 
modern and contemporary, to classical and traditional furniture. 

They also specialise in bespoke rustic reclaimed pine pieces (e.g. for 
kitchens, and bedrooms). If there is an item in their range that you like, but 
the dimensions or finish is not what you want, just let them know and they 
will make it to your specification.

With such a diverse range, exquisite design and superior build quality, 
there’s something to suit everyone’s taste and style. All furniture supplied by 
Paul Martin Furniture is also fully guaranteed.

They aim to supply only excellent quality furniture at affordable prices, 
giving fantastic value for money. When you buy from Paul Martin Furniture 
you can rely on an expert and first class service every time you shop with 
them, as they always ensure their service is efficient and meets the individual 
needs of the customer.
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PLANS for 14 detached houses 
on the site of a disused discount 
store and petrol filling station at 
Glazebury were thrown out by 
borough planning chiefs.

But many Glazebury residents 
were displeased at the decision 
and said an opportunity to remove 
an eyesore — the disused M&S 
Discount store — had been missed.

Members of the development 
management commit tee indicated 
they were not opposed to the 
principle of housing on the site 
and might look favourably on 
an amended scheme. The site in 
Warrington Road is partly in the 
Green Belt and planners would like 
to see the “green” part retained 
and restored. At present it lies 
neglected and an eyesore.

Cllr Sheila Woodyatt, a member 
of the committee, said: “The site is 
an absolute eyesore and we have 
no objection to the principle of 
housing. But quite a large part of 
the site is in the Green Belt and we 
would like to see it retained.”

Planning officers recommended 
the scheme be refused. They 
reported: “The proposal includes 
permanent built development 
across the whole site, which is 
considered to have a far greater 
impact on openness compared 
with the existing building, which is 
confined to just under half the site.”

The developers said their 
scheme would remove all previous 
development and “green up” the 
site. Houses would be dispersed 
across the site, reducing impact 

and allowing for the introduction 
of green space. A woodland belt 
would be planted to the west of the 
site.

After the decision was made, 
local councillor Chris Vobe said: 
“There is a clear desire from 
people in Glazebury for this site 
to be developed. However, there 
is also great concern locally about 
the types of homes being proposed 
in this application and the fact 
that these plans extend beyond 
the Green Belt line. The council 
have rightly expressed a desire 
to see the openness of the Green 
Belt retained, and perhaps even 
restored to green space by way of 
landscaping.”

Recreation ground revamp coming soon
PROGRESS is being made on plans 
to revamp Culcheth’s Shaw Street 
Recreation Ground, according to 
local councillors.

Cllrs Matt Smith and Chris Vobe 
announced earlier this year that 
a campaign to secure funding 
from the borough council’s capital 
programme had been successful. 

Now, after seeking an update 
from senior council officers, they 
have been assured work will be 
carried out in the near future.

Cllr Smith said: “As residents 
know, the condition of the 
recreation ground is an issue that 
we are taking very seriously. 

“Our petition, which we named 

‘Refurbish our Rec Ground’ was 
greeted with a huge response from 
people living in the area and the 
money that we have secured from 
the council’s capital programme as 
a result, will ensure that the car park 
is drained and resurfaced, and that 
the area around it will benefit from 
‘cosmetic treatment’ - including new 
fencing and better quality lighting.

“We know that residents have 
waited for some time to see these 
works bear fruit. That’s why we 
have been working closely with the 
council to make sure that everything 
is put in place for this exciting 
project to be rolled out smoothly. 
When the work is complete, we 

should see great benefits for 
the village and particularly the 
Newchurch area.”

Cllr Sue Bland has been 
campaigning for action on the 
recreation ground since 2009.

She said: “I have been assured 
work will start on the car park soon 
and that in 2015 attention will be 
given to the changing facilities.

“In the meantime, volunteers 
from the rugby club have decorated 
the changing rooms.

“Eventually it is hoped to have 
separate entrance and exits to the 
car park.”

Homes plan rejected

The disused M&S Discount site.
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Bus stops
The Parish Council is in the process of securing quotes for cleaning work to be carried 
out on the bus stops around the villages. As many residents will have seen, our bus 
stops are in urgent need of a “spring clean”. The materials used in the construction of 
the bus stops, however, means that the cleaning job has to be undertaken by a specialist, 
using the most appropriate materials. Parish councillors are committed to making sure 
that the cost to the public purse is as limited as possible and represents the best value 
for money. We nevertheless hope that the work will be carried out by the early part of 
next year.

HS2 Consultation
Cllrs Matt Smith and Mike Vobe attended the consultation meeting convened by HS2 
Ltd in nearby Rixton this month. There, they ensured that the concerns of residents 
were relayed to the representatives of the project and posed some tough questions on 
behalf of the community. Parish councillors actively encourage local people to take 
part in the consultation process, where it is now possible to submit your thoughts and 
comments on the route that is being proposed. For more details, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch with Cllr Smith.

Culcheth Hall Drive
The Parish Council recently received a presentation from a company called Evoke 
Homes, who are proposing to submit a plan for a number of homes on Culcheth Hall 
Drive. These will be located on the site of the former “Tithebarn” and access will be 
via the Drive. Many interested residents joined us at a recent meeting to pose their 
questions to the developer, but we encourage all nearby neighbours to give us their 
thoughts.

As is the case with all planning applications in the villages, your comments are 
hugely valued and help to inform the representations that we make on local people’s 
behalf. Don’t hesitate to get in touch with one of your Parish Councillors if you would 
like further information, or more details on what is being proposed. We will make sure 
to keep residents updated on the submissions that we make.

Victorian Day
By the time you read this, the village will have hosted what we hope was another 
successful Victorian Day. Our thanks and appreciations are extended to the many 
volunteers who help to make this day a huge success. We’re also pleased that the festive 
season has offi cially launched with the annual “switch on” of the community lights. 
The Parish Council pays for the Christmas lights in the centre of both Culcheth and 
Glazebury, as part of our efforts to ensure that our local community remains an inviting 
and welcoming place for all.

This year, we were pleased to have ensured that local businesses were involved with 
the arrangements for Victorian Day. Following the problems experienced last year with 
the closure of Wilton Lane, councillors felt that it was vital to have the input of traders, 
who contributed a number of ideas to this year’s plans in a bid to encourage more 
people from outside the area to come to the village centre, use our local shops and 
help to keep our economy moving. As this year’s event was somewhat different from 
previous years and included a number of competitions for younger people, the Parish 
Council would particularly welcome any feedback that residents would like to offer. 

We hope to build on the success of this event next year, with 2014’s Community Day 
the next signifi cant event on the village calendar.

Planning applications
The Parish Council has recently recognised the contributions made by local residents 
in the fi ght against a number of controversial planning applications. Whilst Parish 
Councillors made very strong representations on issues such as the land at Doeford 
Close, we feel that the presentations by residents at planning meetings is widely 
deserving of recognition. It is always diffi cult to make a concise case in front of a Town 
Hall committee, but those residents who have accompanied councillors have been a 
real credit to our villages, and we thank them for the time and thought they have put in.

And fi nally… a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

Last, but not least, as this is the fi nal update from your Parish Council for 2013, can we 
use this opportunity to extend (on behalf of all members of the Council) our very best 
wishes to all residents throughout Culcheth and Glazebury. We wish all of you, and 
your families, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!



www.culchethlife.com18 December 2013

A welcome for new street lights

A clean chimney is a safe chimney
AROUND fifty people die each year in the UK from Carbon Monoxide 
poisoning. Known as the silent killer, lives are claimed by poorly maintained 
appliances, flues and chimneys.

Steve Caslin at Atlas has seen a massive increase in the people having 
wood burners or multi-fuel stoves fitted - what could be more inviting than a 
roaring fire on a crispy and cold winters day! But please don’t forget to have 
your chimney swept before the cold weather sets in.

Readers will be familiar with the ATLAS advert, they have been helping 
people with their pest control requirements for years. After dealing with 
many birds trapped in chimneys, customers have often enquired if they also 
sweep chimneys. With this in mind Steve went to learn from some of the 
most experienced chimney sweeps in the business. He trained in beautiful 
Cornwall last year with Mrs. Metters and Sons  - yes that’s right Mrs. Mavis 
Metters was, until she retired, one of the very few lady chimney sweeps in 
Britain! and we have swept hundreds of chimneys since.

Using the latest power sweeping and vacuum equipment, Steve now offers 
this much needed service along side their well known pest control activities. 
Power sweeping is unlike traditional brush sweeping, most flues are square 
and brushes are round, so usually the corners of the flue don’t get swept. 
With the Rodtech system, powered whip heads automatically adjust to strip 
the flue of deposits and soot, this system is also recommended for stainless 
steel flue liners. The chimney is then tested for safe draw and a certificate 
of sweeping issued, something many insurance companies now insist on.

To get your chimney swept before Christmas, call Steve at Atlas now on 
07999 487925 or 01925 445222.

Street lights on Cranwell Avenue 
are the first to be replaced under 
Warrington Borough Council’s 
‘Invest to Save’ initiative - a 
programme of works which will 
see every street light across the 
borough upgraded or replaced 
over three years.

Councillors Matt Smith and 
Chris Vobe have welcomed the first 
phase beginning in Culcheth.

Cllr Smith said: “There is no 

doubt that the condition and quality 
of our street lights remains one of 
the top priorities amongst residents 
that I speak to. There is a real need 
for our lights to be upgraded, as 
many of the columns are over 
40 years old and are drastically 
inefficient.

“Street lighting also impacts on 
people’s personal safety and good 
quality lighting helps to reduce 
crime and anti-social behaviour. 

That is why the council’s ‘Invest 
to Save’ scheme makes good 
sense – it allows for our lighting 
to be upgraded without cost to the 
taxpayer in the long term. 

“Cranwell Avenue is the first 
street to benefit from these works, 
but it certainly won’t be the last. 
The works there are an indication 
that the upgrades in Culcheth, 
Glazebury and Croft have begun 
and many more will follow in the 
coming months.”

Cllr Vobe added: “Matt and I 
have pressed for our community to 

be moved up the queue for many 
months now. Street lighting is a 
priority for people here.

“We are now in a position 
whereby our lights will be 
significantly improved by 2015, 
something which will come as a 
great relief to many people. 

“Matt and I welcome this scheme 
and will be closely monitoring the 
way it is implemented. We will be 
listing the areas of the village most 
in need of upgrades and working 
to ensure that the worst-affected 
streets benefit first.”

TWO Culcheth councillors have welcomed the first phase of 
a new street lighting scheme which they say will benefit the 
village.

A good year for the WI
THE annual meeting of Croft WI was told it had been a good year – with 
the group now having 104 members and an average monthly attendance 
of 65.

During the year, they celebrated their 60th birthday, went on various 
outings and theatre visits, took part in the County Quiz, won the prize for 
the best float in Croft Carnival and much more.

The meeting was chaired by vice president Ann Tansey and secretary Sue 
Birchall in the absence of president Doreen Clare.

Members were reminded of a visit to Chester Cathedral for a carol service 
on December 4, the Christmas Party at Statham Lodge on December 11 and 
a carol service at Fearnhead on December 13.

Access plan refused
PLANNING chiefs have rejected proposals to amend an access track for 
stables on land off Petersfield Gardens, Culcheth.

Culcheth and Glazebury Parish Council and 18 nearby residents objected 
to the application on the grounds the access would be incompatible with the 
rural setting and that access through a housing estate and passed a primary 
school would be inappropriate and unnecessary.

Advertiser’s announcement
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CLASSIFIED FREEPHONE 0800 955 5247 to advertise

HOME SERVICES

(J6/14)

TREE SURGERY
ROBERT WOOLSTENCROFT TREE 
Services. Commercial and Domestic tree and 
Landscaping services. NPTC qualifi ed, Safe 
Contractor approved and fully insured. Friendly 
and reliable, local family business. Contact 
Robert 01942 673736 or 07811 
954065 (J2/14)

DELIVERY SERVICES
FURNITURE FERRY LIGHT REMOVALS. 
Collections arranged from Ikea, Costco and 
other stores, garden centres, auctions etc.  You 
choose, you buy, I deliver – SIMPLE. Reliable, 
inexpensive service. Tel: Matt 07970 
178 333 or 01942 732768. www.
furnitureferry.co.uk (J5/14)

PAYROLL
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  email: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

CHIROPODY
KATHRYN GRACE AND ASSOCIATES, 
D.Pod.M, M.Ch.S., HPC registered 
Chiropodists/ Podiatrists, 26 years experience, 
offering friendly and professional footcare, 
also Gait Analysis. Care home contracts 
are welcome. Culcheth based. Tel 01925 
762404  www.parkview centre.co.uk
 (J12/13)

ANTIQUE CLOCK REPAIRS
ANTIQUE CLOCK CARE & REPAIR 
throughout Cheshire and Lancashire. British 
Horological Institute award winning Horologist 
with 30 years experience. Collection, delivery 
and setting up.  Home visits. Tel 0161 799 
4937 (Boothstown, near Worsley.)
 (J12/13)

CARPET CLEANING
A1 STAINBUSTERS. Fully guaranteed carpet 
and upholstery deep dry cleaning. Clean 
and dry in only ONE hour. Quotes  for both 
commercial and domestic. Contact the Local 
expert John Latham on 01925 205 210 
or call 07765 314080 (J4/14)

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 23 yrs. 
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep 
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour 
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleanersuk.net
 (J12/13)

TUITION
SPANISH LESSONS IN CULCHETH 
Daytime tuition in Spanish grammar for adults 
– beginners or revision. Experienced retired 
tutor; friendly relaxed lessons for singles or 
couples. Tel 01925 765 962 or Mob 
07922 155 275 (J4/14)

TV REPAIRS
TV, VIDEO SALES AND REPAIRS. We 
can come to you. Free estimates. Garstangs 
Television. 2a Crow Wood Road, Lowton, 
Warrington, Cheshire, WA3 2EY. Call Colin 
on 01942 272666  or 0787 0410244
 (N12/13)

WINDOWS & GLAZING

SP GLAZING for all your glazing 
requirements, double glazed units including 
failed and misted units, broke windows, 
mirror fi xing. Kite marked to B/S. Time served 
glazier with over 30 years experience. For a 
friendly no obligation quote tel Sam 
Pendlebury on 01942 671859. Mob 
07919 660296. (J4/14)

LEIGH GLASS LTD. For all of your glass 
requirements please contact. Tel 01942 
678440  Fax 01942 261728 email 
leighglass@ hotmail.co.uk (J1/14)

DRIVING TUITION

(J2/14)

COMPUTERS
AED COMPUTER SERVICES. For all your PC 
servicing requirements including: Hardware 
repairs /upgrades, Software / Operating 
System re-installs, Virus removal, basic training: 
Tel: 01925 766426, mobile: 07870 
260657, email: enquiries@aedcs.com, 
Web: http://www.aedcs.com (J4/14)

GAS SUPPLIES

(N1/14)

CLEANING SERVICES

(G*)

GATES & FENCING

(J6/14)

COUNTY FENCING
& GATES

Call 01925 766 114
or 07852 265 627

All types of top quality fencing
supplied & � tted.

Single and double gates
made to measure. All work guaranteed

(N12/13)

GARDENING SERVICES
LAWN AND SPORTS GROUND drainage 
in one day. No digging, no repairs. Providing 
for the larger grassed areas, picture and formal 
lawns. Contact Bob 07952 608701. 
01925 266852. Vat Reg. (T3/14)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

ELECTRICIAN
Fully Qualified. Part-P Certified

Call Jon on 07926 478000
or 01942 530134

All electrical work carried out 
including repairs, fuse-box upgrades 

and rewires. High quality, friendly 
service at a competitive price.

No job too small.

(J12/13)

HEALTH & BEAUTY

FLOWERS and festivities were the 
subject of the talk at the monthly 
meeting of Newchurch WI.

Speaker was Kate Fitch, of the 
Walton Lea Partnership, which runs 
courses teaching gardening and 
other skills to people with learning 
difficulties.

From small beginnings 15 years 
ago the partnership has grown until 
it caters for more than 70 people.  

Kate showed members some 
of the craft items made at 
the partnership’s two sites in 
Warrington and described how 
sponsorship and fund-raising of all 
kinds had helped the group.

While she spoke she created 
three festive flower arrangements 
using a lot of garden greenery 
enhanced by a few fresh flowers 
and some “sparkly bits”.

She gave advice on treating fresh 
flower stems and recommended 
mixing silk flowers with garden 
greenery.

Kate judged a competition for 
a home-made pomander. Winner 
was Olive Lee, with Aileen Paterson 
and Lesley Lloyd coming second 
and third.

Three new members were 
welcomed at the meeting which 
ended with a boxed suppoer 
served by the committee.

Next meeting is the members’ 
Christmas Party on December 11.

Flowers and 
festivities

WI members 
taken back to 

Fifties
MEMBERS of Culcheth WI were 
taken back to the 1950s at their 
monthly meeting.

Guest speaker Graham Stirrup 
had amazing stories to tell of 
donkey stoning, black and white 
photos, very few with cars, etc.

He told of events at home and 
abroad post-Second World War 
when people were desperate for 
normality. 

An election was won by Labour 
which saw Clement Atlee as prime 
minister. 

There was sweet rationing, 
the Festival of Britain, coal fires, 
smog, the death of King George 
VI, the coronation of the Queen, 
children’s TV with Andy Pandy and 
the Flowerpot Men and pop singers 
like David Whitfield, Paul Anka 
and Buddy Holly. 

Mr Stirrup was thanked and 
praised for an illuminating talk by 
president Joan Jarvis.

Refreshments were served 
by Kathleen Totham and Ann 
Hambleton. 

Raffle prizewinners were Myrtle 
Gerrard, Mary Bardsley, Shirley 
Bennett, Sylvia Morris, Lydia 
Howard, Frances Robinson and 
Christine Seddon.

Next meeting will be on 
December 17 when the speaker 
will be Peter Turner “Through the 
Eyes of a Magician”
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