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How to avoid the mid-life

savings crisis

Recent research has revealed that
almost one in five people (18%) in
their 50s and 60s are failing to save
anything towards their retirement
thanks to the rising cost of living
and stalling wage growth.Described
as a ‘mid-life savings crisis’, it means
that millions of people close to
retirement age are unaware of
how much they will need to pay
into their pension pot in order to
live comfortably once they finish
working.

More than half of people in their 60s
have not increased the payments
they make into their pension in
the final years before retirement,
a figure which increases to 64%
when looking at people in their
50s. Inflation in the UK has reached
its highest rate in nearly six years
at 3.1%, whilst the average weekly
pay packet is growing at only 2.2%,
making it increasingly more difficult
to cover household costs and put
money away for the future.

As a result of the added squeeze
on their finances, one in four
people said that since reaching
their 50s they have been choosing
to spend less money in order to
put more away for when they
retire. Around one in six of these
people do this due to moving from
full-time to part-time work or
reducing their contractual hours,
which has resulted in their income
being reduced. One in ten people
also said that they now spend

more money than they did before
turning 50, explaining that they like
to splash out on family members
including children, grandchildren
and elderly parents.

For anyone over 50 finding
themselves in a mid-life savings
crisis, the first step is not to resign
yourself to thinking that it’s too
late to do anything about it. Whilst
you don’t have the opportunity
to grow your savings in the same
way as someone at the start of
their working life, starting to put
money away each month, as soon
as possible, is essential. Making
the most of your employer’s
additional contributions will also
help.As employers will often match
whatever you put in, contributing
more of your monthly salary will
mean your employer will pay in
more too.

If youre a homeowner over 50,
another option to increase your
pension pot is releasing some
of the equity in your property
through downsizing.Whilst it might
be an emotionally difficult decision
to move from your family home, it
can be something worth exploring
to provide a healthy boost to your
retirement savings and ensure you
can comfortably enjoy your life
after work.

Disclaimer: None of the above article
constitutes advice.

www.simplesolutions.financial
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Editor’'s comment

THE news that villages south of
the Manchester Ship Canal are to
receive an improved bus service in
the near future is welcome.

Full details are not yet available,
so we cannot either approve or
disapprove of the new Cheshire
Cat service to be provided by bus
company Network Warrington. But
any improvement is welcome - and
first impressions are favourable.

A public roadshow is to be held at
the Sandy Lane Community Centre,
Stockton Heath, on Wednesday,
February 28 and this is clearly a date
everyone should put in their diary.
The more people who turn up and
the more ideas they put forward, the
better the new service is likely to be.

Conversely, if hardly anyone shows
up, we can't blame the bus company
if they decide they don’t need to make
too many improvements!

In fact, of course, the Cheshire Cat
network could be vital in the years to
come if the thousands of new houses
planned for Appleton, Grappenhall
and Walton are built. The houses
will bring thousands of cars, but if
there is a good local bus service, the
new residents might be persuaded to
leave them at home and use public
transport. Particularly if, as we fear,
local roads become gridlocked with
traffic.

Local parish councils are aware of
the likely problems and have already
agreed to work together to oppose the
Local Plan. They each have their own
concerns - Stockton Heath will be
worried about traffic problems while

Former student wows

Appleton, Walton and Grappenhall
and Thelwall may be more concerned
about the number of houses being
built on green fields.

But if they can all speak with one
voice, their views are more likely to
be heeded by the planners.

We would expect the parish
councils to visit the Cheshire Cat
roadshow to try and influence the bus
service improvements.

But we would hope ordinary
members of the public will turn up
too. We have said it once, but it is
worth repeating: Put February 28 in
your diary and turn up at the Sandy
Lane centre.

Appleton Thorn is one of the
smallest villages in the Warrington
area - but as developers Bloor
Homes have discovered, it punches
above its weight.

Which is why, more than three years
after first trying to woo villagers into
accepting their plans for 78 houses on
a green field site in the village centre,
they are still trying to get planning
permission.

A key reason for their failure,
so far, to do so, has been the
opposition mounted by local group
CARE - Campaign Against Ruining our
Environment.

The company hasn't given up. They
have reduced the number of properties
to 74 and changed some from houses
to bungalows. But they still haven't
persuaded the residents who are as
resolutely opposed to development as

on The Voice UK

A FORMER Bridgewater High School
and Priestley College student
from Appleton gave the biggest
performance of her life when she
sang on the stage of The Voice UK.

Chloe Jones was one of the first
singers to audition on the ITV show
when it returned for a new run in

front of new judge Olly Murs, who
joined returning mentors Sir Tom
Jones, Will.I.Am and Jennifer Hudson
on the talent show.

The 22-year-old, who works in
Manchester as a barista in a coffee
shop, impressed the judges with her
version of Corinne Bailey Rae’s “Just
Like A Star”.

February 2018

they were at the start. They want that
green space preserved for the benefit
of future generations.

Just who will win the battle
we cannot pretend to know. But
the residents have shown that big
business does not always get all its
own way - and that is something that
is comforting to know at a time when
the South Warrington area is facing
up to what could be the biggest ever
“invasion” by developers.

Let us hope other residents will
show the same resolve as those in
Appleton Thorn.

Deadline for the
March issue
of Village Life is
February 13

judges

Chloe chose Sir Tom Jones to be
her mentor to take her forward in
to the next stage of the show, with
him turning his chair within a few
moments of her singing her song.

Others to turn their chairs were
Will.i.am and Olly Murs.

Will.i.am  said “You've done
Warrington Proud.”

www.village-life.co.uk 3
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Popular Dingle Farm Tea Room set to close

THE popular Dingle Farm Tea Room
at Appleton, is set to close at the
end of January following a decision
not to renew the lease.

Tea room owner and manger Jane
Bilton posted on facebook: “It is with
a heavy heart we announce that from
29th January 2018 the tea room will
no longer be open to the public. The
farm house will be converted back
into a dwelling like it originally was.

“We would Llike to take the
opportunity to thank all our customers
for all your support over the last six
years and in making our tea room so
special. You have been wonderful!

“We are very sad to see it go,
but we are thankful to have had a
fantastic time and achieved a great
deal over the years. We couldnt have
hoped for more!

T e

Cheshire Cat — a new local bus service

A PUBLIC roadshow will be held
at Stockton Heath’s Sandy Lane
Community Centre on Wednesday,
February 28 to highlight widespread
improvements to bus services in
South Warrington.

Bus company Network Warrington
is to introduce the Cheshire Cat - a
newly branded network that will
service the area south of the Ship
Canal, starting later this year.

The changes will see buses in the
south network simplified, improved

“This will not affect bookings up to
this date.”

Jane says the lease on the tea
room which she has run for over six
years has not been renewed and the
property will be returning to a family
farmhouse.

“There was no opportunity to renew
the lease and it was only right that I
let people know. It is a sad time.”

Jane says she will continue to carry
on her work as a pet portrait artist.

“We have helped raise a lot of
money for charity over the years and
I would like to thank all our loyal
customers for their support over the
years.”

Jane says she doesnt know if the
gardens will re-open in the future as
part of the National Gardens charity
scheme.

and will also see the introduction of a
new, cutting-edge bus fleet.

Cheshire  Cat branded buses
will include the latest transport
essentials, including WiFi, skylights,
extra leg room, comfy seats and USB
charging points.

Network ~ Warrington ~ managing
director Ben Wakerley said: “I'm
pleased that we're making big
improvements to the south network
that will hopefully have our customers
purring. These are truly buses to be
seen on!

every 10minS

“This latest round of improvements
follow our Dallam discount, hospital
frequency increase, Pops network
and ‘£1.70 to Westy’ initiatives, and
I can't wait to unveil this further
improvement.

“We will be introducing 13 new
vehicles onto the Cheshire Cat
network to ensure that our fleet
remains modern, fit for purpose
and achieves improvements for the
environment.”

Cllr Ian Marks, Lymm North &
Thelwall, was pleased about the

prospect of network improvements,
adding: “I'm looking forward to seeing
the positive changes delivered by
Network Warrington and the proposed
routing, giving better connections.”

The improvements  will be
announced in full at the roadshow
which will also give residents the
chance to comment on the service
changes before they are officially
confirmed.

For more information, visit
networkwarrington.co.uk, call 01925
634296 or follow @WarringtonBuses.
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What will 2018 bring?

It's been an amazing year and we want to thank each and every one of you,
our loyal clients, for all your fantastic support, we really do appreciate it
and we hope you ended 2017 with some wonderful memories!

So what will 2018 bring?
Everybody has a wish list - places
we have to go to, experiences we
are eager to have, countries we want
to visit. We are here to assist with
all aspects of travel and some of
these ideas are ranked as the most
spellbinding travel experiences in the
world - Wildlife encounters, Unesco
World Heritage Sites and the most
romantic mode of travel - by train.
You can spot the big five on a South
African Safari, Find your spiritual side
at Machu Picchu, Wildlife spot on an
Antarctic Cruise, Dive at the Great
Barrier Reef (the world’s largest living
structure and the coral is visible from
outer space!). Gorilla trekking in
Rwanda or Uganda is such an amazing
experience. You could be stood just
metres from a Silverback surrounded
by his tribe, watchful mums and
playful babies. Discover the power
and beauty of Iguazu Falls, which
is four times wider than Niagara.
The most magical natural experience
would be the sight of the Northern
lights in Norway - in winter you need
to maximise your chances by going as
far north as you can. Travel on the
Venice Simplon Orient Express with
all its art deco elegance (erase the
memory of every bad commute!); plus
we have a long list of day trips on the
Northern Belle where the trains depart

from Liverpool, Manchester and even
Warrington! For those of you who
do not fly then we are able to offer
Mainland Europe by Rail. There is no
time wasting in airports, just bag a
window seat and let the train take
the strain while the continent unfolds
before you. Perhaps Cruising is your
holiday of choice? We can access
all the Ocean and River Cruising
Operators. If the large ships do not
excite you then remember the ocean
cruises take you TO the country, river
cruises will take you THROUGH the
country!

If this list has left you wanting to
explore; you know where we are! It
does not matter how large or small
your travel plans are we can assist.
Being the UK's largest Independent
Agent gives us the ability to search
numerous Operators to find the best
price. We shop around so you don't
have to! Please remember to call in
or phone to speak to a member of our
experienced team. We believe in the
personal touch and strive to offer this
to all our clients.

Whatever you book; your money is
100% safe when you book with your
local travel agent.

Get in touch today; call, send an
email, drop in to see us to obtain your
quote and follow us on Facebook.

Reepy the village alive suppont your local tradens!

J

Advertiser’s announcement

February 2018

W Stockton Heath Hays Travel Team.

We are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm and Saturdays 9am to 5pm
If you cannot make these times we are happy to arrange an appointment
at your convenience.

80 London Road, Stockton Heath

01925 269400

stocktonheath@hays-travel.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook

Hays Travel

Sophisti’c‘a%éra. Lu
01925 636997

Gorsey Lane, Warrington WA1 3PU
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Village hall prepares for new life - and
children leave messages for the future

CHILDREN have left messages for
future generations as part of a
major scheme to refurbish a village
hall.

The  vyoungsters at  Whitley
Community Preschool have written
messages and their names on the back
of tiles being used to re-roof Whitley
Village Hall.

They won't be seen again until at
least 2050 - and hopefully even later.

Eight weeks into the restoration
project, the village hall has been
transformed - thanks to contractors
Urban Building Projects, a good spell
of weather and some great work by
the local team.

Most of the external work has now
been completed and attention has
now switched to the inside.

During the whole process the
preschool has been camped in the
unaffected part of the building,
waiting for their new home to be
completed.

Carl Palmer, managing director
of Urban, was keen to minimise the
impact on the preschool and the
wider community.

The “roof slate signing” took
place in December, as the new slates
replace the old and deteriorating
asbestos roof.

The project has been made possible
tanks to significant contributions
from funding bodies WREN and Biffa
Award as well as the local parish
councils of Dutton and Whitley.

In addition to the new roof, the
main hall and storage areas are being
refurbished.

Steve Moore, chairman of Whitley
Village Hall Committee, has been

amazed at the pace of the work.

He said: “We have been delighted
with the progress made and the way
many people in the village have taken
time to stop by and see how things
are going.

“I have no doubt this project will
provide a real boost to the people of
Whitley. We are hoping to welcome
back our numerous community groups
in February ready for the year ahead”.

Richard  Smith, WREN’s grant
manager for Cheshire, said: “I think
everyone is surprised how well the
work has progressed. We are delighted
to be supporting this  essential
project to replace the roof and look
forward to it benefitting community
groups for years to come”.

Gillian French, head of grants at
Biffa Award added: “We are delighted
at how the work is progressing and
the positive engagement with the
local community and particularly
Whitley Community Preschool. We
look forward to the full completion of
the work in the weeks to come and
being able to visit a modern, safe and
welcoming environment for all. It is
clear that with Landfill Communities
funding we have been able to provide
vital support that will ensure this
place is well-loved and well-used for
many years to come”.

Mr Moore said the village hall
committee were grateful to key
suppliers who had discounted their
products and services to help the
work progress. Forticrete Ltd and
Cheshire Roofing Supplies (roof tiles):
and Stelrad Ltd and City Plumbing Ltd
(radiators) had all been extremely
helpful.

urbon
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Brothers who made the first-ever walk from John 0" Groat’s to Land’s End

A NEW book from Grappenhall Local
History Group casts light on a little
known fact - that the first-ever
recorded journey from John 0’ Grout’s
to Land’s End was completed by two
Grappenhall brothers.

John and Robert Naylor made the
1,372 mile journey on foot in the
Autumn of 1871. It seems they must
have made some detours as it should
have only been 872.

But there is no doubt they made the
journey as they kept detailed notes
and, indeed, in old age John wrote a
book in memory of his brother, who
had died in 1908 and it is this book

T
John Nay[or in 1916 § il
e
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on which Grappenhall Local History
Group member Ron Phillips has based
"The End to End Trail.”

John and Robert were born in
Grappenhall, the sons of local farmer
and coal and slate dealer John Naylor
senior.

They lived in Grappenhall they
moved to a newly-built house, Cuerden
Hall, off Weaste Lane, Thelwall. They
later moved to Beeston, driven out
by “The Thelwall Nuisance” - a foul
smell which invaded the village and
was believed to be caused by poor
drainage when the Mersey was being
diverted as part of the building of the
Manchester Ship Canal.

The brothers planned to walk 25
miles a day for six days a week. They
did not carry maps and it is not known
how they recorded the miles walked,
other than from local sign posts. They
lingered to sight-see at historic towns
and buildings and this could account
for the length of their journey.

John Phillips” book contains many
photographs of the sights the brothers
encountered, although they were not
taken at the time, the photographic
equipment of the day being too big
to carry.

It is recorded that each brother
used one pair of boots only for the
journey. John’s were re-soled twice

but Robert’s - specially made by an
old cobbler in Warrington - required
re-soling only once.

They both carried stout, hardwood
sticks, not just as an aid to walking,
but as a means of defence should they
be set-upon on dark, isolated roads.

“The End to End Trail” makes a
fascinating read and reveals much
about local history as well as from the
various places visited by the brothers
on their epic walk.

It can be purchased, at £4.50, from
Grappenhall Community Library or by
calling 01925 261505.

Robe Naylor c.1900 #



Environment plan

welcome

CHESHIRE ~ Wildlife  Trust  has
welcomed the publication of the 25-
year environment plan announced by
Prime Minister Theresa May but says
it must turn into actions.

The plan focuses on a number key
areas where the Government is aiming
to improve the country’s resource
efficiency, air and water quality,
biodiversity and provide ecological
restoration. While the plan has strong
ambitions for land and sea, Cheshire
Wildlife Trust believes that it does not
yet offer the detail required to make
these actions happen.

“It's fantastic to see the
Government recognising how important
environmental issues are to people, and
the plan makes a good start in shaping
the issues that need attention,” said
Martin Varley, director of conservation
at Cheshire Wildlife Trust. “But we
are concerned about its lack of legal
underpinning and mechanisms for
putting these ambitions into practice.

“We are pleased to see a recognition
of the need to encourage a love of

Creamfields’ £2,000 donation to school

CREAM - organisers of the controversial Creamfields music festival held at
Daresbury over the August bank holiday weekend - have donated £2,000 to

Daresbury Primary School.

The gift - which the school is using to buy ipads for pupils - is one of a
number made in recent years in the parishes of Daresbury, Walton, Hatton, Moore
and Stretton which all suffer noise and traffic issues during the festival weekend.

February 2018
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wildlife from a young age. In order to
protect the landscape we know and
love, we must foster a passion in future
generations. This is something we are
active in at Cheshire Wildlife Trust by
offering nature-themed activities to
over 4000 children each year.

“We also welcome the appreciation of
the link between health and wellbeing
and the natural environment. For
many years our volunteers have been
experiencing the benefits of working
with wildlife in mind and we continually
receive positive feedback on how this
has in turn improved their fitness and
mental health.

“Of course it goes without saying
that a reduction in the amount of
plastic we use as a society, which often
escapes into the environment causing
further harm, is excellent and we look
forward to these measures being put in
place.

“There must now be an ambitious
Environment Act in the next Queen’s
Speech, so that this plan becomes more
than words and instead becomes direct
action.”

A The Rams Head is a stylish
| gastro pub serving delicious food,

ales and wines

Old i_;r.l]'ilu_':nlmll \"i“q!l_r
Tel: 01925 269320
www.ramshead-inn.co.uk

EELE
ROPE & ANCHOR ¥

I'wo Course Lunch £9.95
Sunday Lunch £10.95

(Kids eat free)
A . 01925 814996
Manchester Road, Woolston

® SARACENSHEAD @

{ New Gin & Prosecco Bar
v H_ Now Open!
W IIdtriI‘.I{n}l Causeway,

Warrington
& Vale Royal

College

Register now at wvr.ac.uk
Warrington Campus, Winwick Road, WA2 8QA

OPEN EVENING
Monday 12th February
5-7pm

Warrington

& Vale Royal
College
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Strictly St Rocco’s runner-up says big
thank you to supporters

DANCING novice Carl Palmer is
still over the moon after coming
runner-up in St Rocco’s annual
Strictly Come Dancing event, helping
raise thousands of pounds for the
Warrington based charity.

Carl from Hatton, who owns Urban
Building projects, was pipped at the
post by Chris Downey, General Manager
of Catherine Street Motors, but is still
delighted after personally raising

£13.5k on a just-giving page along with
thousands of pounds worth of other
donations from family and friends on
the night.

B Winner Chris Downey.

Join The I

“Congratulations to Chris and his
dance partner on winning the event
but having never danced before I was
over the moon to come runner-up,” said
Carl. “I would like to thank all those
kind people, especially my family and
friends, who sponsored me.”

In total the annual Strictly St.
Rocco’s event raised a sparkling £60,000
towards patient care at the hospice as
10 amateur dancers took to the floor.

More than 400 guests packed out
the James Braid Suite at the Mere
Golf Resort and Spa to watch the 10
amateurs take to the floor, accompanied
by professional partners from Cadmans

L

al Health Club
for only £20.18

It's a new year and the perfect time to start

parkroyalleisuresales@QHotels.co.uk

Dance School who helped them to show
off their newly acquired dance skills.

As well as putting on a dazzling
display of dance the volunteers, all
drawn from local Warrington businesses
and organisations, were encouraged to
raise as much sponsorship as possible
towards patient care at St. Rocco’s.

This year the audience was able to
hear first-hand about the difference
that support makes to patients and
families when Chris Patino, whose
wife was cared for by staff at St.
Rocco’s last year, spoke about his
family’s experience. Guests responded
generously and over £64,000 was
pledged, the highest amount ever for
the event.

The dancers had worked incredibly
hard and the high standard impressed
the judges including Cadman’s new
Principal, Victoria Bennett, Ralph
Casson, Wayne Newhouse and last year's
winner, Rob Foden.

All the dancers achieved high scores
but it was Chris and his professional
partner, Holly Hewitt, who secured four
tens for their exhilarating Charleston.
It was down to the audience vote,
however, combined with the judges’
scores, to determine who lifted the
coveted glitterball trophy. In the event,
the crowd agreed with the judges and
Chris and Holly were crowned Strictly
St. Rocco’s champions 2017, with Carl
and his partner Natalie Goodier coming
a close second.

“We're over the moon with the
response at this year's Strictly St.

=

S
Gﬂgﬂs”

Rocco’s,” said Fundraising Manager
Lauren Tilston, “The dancers must be
congratulated for their commitment
and dedication, not only to learning
to dance, but also for the fantastic
amount they have raised through their
sponsorship efforts. The audience has
been incredibly generous and it is
wonderful that we have raised more
than ever before to help our patients
and families. We are so grateful to
everyone who has supported us in
whatever way for this year’s event.”

As always, thoughts are already
turning towards next year’s event so
keep an eye out to see who will be
in the Strictly St. Rocco’s spotlight in
2018!

i Carl and dance partner ata[ie.

INSPIRED |
BY YOU
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New planning battle to start over village
housing scheme

A NEW planning battle is set to
start over controversial housing
proposals for Appleton Thorn.

Developers Bloor Homes have
submitted plans for 74 homes on land
off Stretton Road - just four fewer
than their previous proposal which
was thrown out by borough planners
last June.

The new scheme includes eight
bungalows following claims from local
people that there is a need for single-
storey dwellings in the village.

But the new proposals have done
nothing to lessen local opposition to
the scheme.

Campaign Against Ruining our
Environment (CARE) - the action
group set up to oppose the proposals
- say the amended scheme does little
to compensate the village for the
loss of the open, green space the
development would require.

CARE Chairman Alan Murray said:
“Appleton Thorn villagers are totally
opposed to any development in the
centre of the village. As expressed
in the Neighbourhood Development
Plan, this is an historic village, with
an individual character, which we are
anxious to defend and maintain. That
character relies, to a large extent, on
the open green space at the heart of
the village.

“The latest plan again ignores
the need for perpetuating an open

green space. It, as in all the earlier
plans, has a narrow grass verge along
Stretton Road and a small square of
land at the crossroads, dominated by
a play area which takes up a third of
that area. Villagers deserve, if there
must be a development, a far more
substantial and useful piece of land
stretching from Pepper Street to Arley
Road.It would probably require the
loss of four or five houses.

This would provide a common: a
place to walk and sit, for children
to play; which could be used for the
Bawming celebrations, as well as
other village events such as concerts,
drama productions, fetes and other
such activities; a true recreational
resource for the whole village and the
wider community.

The Bloor Homes representatives
made much of the consideration they
were giving to the residents who live
in the bungalows on Chapel Lane.The
changes they have made will be of
tremendous value to those residents.
To allow the retention of much more
of the open green space on Stretton
Road would be of value to all the
residents of Appleton Thorn; and
provide some compensation for the
loss of the existing Village Field.

With Warrington Borough Council’s
Local Plan Preferred Development
Option and the HCA proposed
developments, green space in our
Parish is now of even greater value

SAVE OURFIELD

SUBMIT YOUR

08

B Residents rally to oppose the latest planning application.

10 www.village-life.co.uk

than when Bloor’s last application
was being considered.Villagers, who
fear being swamped in a potential
urban sprawl, look upon the Village
Field as an oasis which we will strive
to protect.”

It is now nearly four years since
Bloor Homes first announced the
proposals with a series of exhibition
designed to show how the scheme
would benefit the village.

ol
£

But despite glossy presentations
by a PR team, local residents were
not convinced and CARE was set up
to oppose the plans. More than 170
residents lodged objections to the
original scheme and there is no sign
of any change of heart.

Bloor Homes say they are confident
their new proposals take into account
the feedback they have received from
residents.




Flautist Meera’s 5th
concert in aid of

Foodbank

FLAUTIST Meera Maharaj, 22, is
returning to give her fifth concert
at St Wilfrid’s Church, Grappenhall,
in aid of the Warrington Foodbank.

She will be joined by Dominic
Degavino to present a flute and piano
recital on February 2 at 7:30 pm. They
will be performing some of the great
flute/piano works including music by
Tchaikovsky, Dutilleux, Liebermann
and Barber.

Meera has held a concert in aid
of the foodbank every year since
she started music college and has
raised over £4,000 and many crates
of grocery donations over the years.

Meera and Dominic are both

Masters students in London and
previously studied together at the
Royal Northern College of Music.

A rising young star and passionate
performer, Dominic is making his mark
in many prestigious competitions
and was also a BBC Young Musician
Keyboard finalist in 2012 while a
pupil at Chethams, Manchester.

Meera went to Lymm High School
and her family Llives locally in
Grappenhall. She has also won major
competitions in the UK and Europe.

Tickets, priced at £10 to include
an interval glass of wine, can be
obtained via 077484 25286 or on the
door.

Tennis club serves up new plan for

floodlights

STOCKTON Heath Tennis Club is making a new bid to win planning consent for
floodlights at their Delphfields Road Road courts.

An application has been submitted to borough planning chiefs - backed up
with advice from the Lawn Tennis Association.

The proposal is for floodlighting to five existing tennis courts, new perimeter
fencing and conversion of two shale courts to all-weather surfaces.

It would mean all the club’s courts had artificial turf all-weather surfaces.

Over the years, the club has made a number of bids for floodlights but planners
have rejected them because of the proximity of houses.

The club has shared floodlit courts at nearby Bridgewater High School after
contributing to the cost of building them some years ago.

The new proposals have already been discussed with the borough council’s

environmental protection department.

They have been designed to minimise any impact on nearby residents, with
narrow beam distribution that focusses the light on the courts and reduces

spillage into the surrounding area.

There would be shields to prevent light spilling into residential areas - and
screening is already provided by substantial mature trees.

The club says it has a good relationship with its immediate neighbours and, in
the event of any complaints, would take swift action to resolve them.

February 2018

Money Column

By Margaret Black

VAT on building work

The basic conditions for reduced-rating
the conversion of premises to a different
residential use.

The contents of this column is in relation
to a VAT query we recently received from
a client. VAT on building work is a vast
and complex subject, we can only outline
part of it in this article. If you wish to know
more we will be happy fo advise.

If you are a VAT registered builder and
you carry out work to an existing building
you will normally have to charge VAT at
the standard rate. However, it may be
possible to charge VAT at the reduced rate
of 5% if you are converting premises into:
® a 'single household dwelling’, a different number of ‘single household

dwellings’,
¢ a 'multiple occupancy dwelling’, or premises intended for use solely

for a ‘relevant residential purpose’

The remainder of this article explains the defailed conditions which
should be met before the reduced-rate can be applied. If you install goods
that are not considered to be building materials (such as carpets or fitted
bedroom furniture) you must charge standard-rate on the installation.

Your services can be reduced-rated when all of the following conditions
are met:

The following table summarises the types of conversion that are
‘qualifying conversions’.

e Single household dwelling(s) before conversion, not normally a
qucﬁi ing conversion unless there is a change in the number of single
household dwellings
A qualifying conversion is carried out when a building or part of a
building is converted to either a greater or indeed a lower number (but
not less than one) of ‘single household dwellings
o The number of ‘single household dwellings’ in part of the premises
is unchanged Work that is unrelated to changing the number of
dwellings cannot be reduced-rated. Example below:
A block of flats consists of 4 floors, each with 4 flats. A lift is installed and
work is carried out throughout the whole building. On the ground, first
and second floors the footprint of each flat is changed to accommdate
the new lift. This results in the internal configuration of each flat being
changed. On the third floor 3 penthouse ?k]ts are created from the
original 4. Although the overall number of single household dwellings in
the building has changed (there has been a reduction by one unit) only
the work to convert the third floor will be eligible for the reduced rate
because it is only in this part of the building that the number of dwellings
has changed.

As advised at the beginning of this article, VAT to be applied to
building works is a huge topic on its own, the content here is just a small
extract, if you have any VAFqueries on other areas of the bui|ding trade
please seek advice you will find our contact details below.

ko4
David Watkinson and
Margaret Black

WatkinsonBlack have considerable experience in all areas of taxation
and business services, including providing a very cost-effective payroll
bureau service. If you want to arrange a no-obligation initial meeting on
any taxation or accounting matter then please contact us.

Please note that these ideas are intended to inform, however, you
should always obtain professional advice before taking any action.

Watkinson Black.

Accountants who care for Clients who matter

7

Chartered Accountants
Registered Auditors

Contact David Watkinson or Margaret Black at:

Ist Floor, 264 Manchester Road, Warrington

Tel: 01925 413210

or email: info@warrington accountants.co.uk
www.watkinsonblack.co.uk
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the Pink

EXCHANGE YOUR GOLD AND SILVER
FOR INSTANT CASH

All items of jewellery accepted

& Did you know...?

~ We accept silver jewellery, cutlery,
tea sets, spoons, cigarette cases,
candlesticks, trophies, trays, medals,
coins and pocket watches.

‘\_ iy ROLEX WATCHES WANTED!
@ ANY CONDITION

Open: Tuesday-Saturday: 10am - 5.30pm

1 London Road, Stockton Heath
(First floor entrance on Fairfield Road)

07544 486 621

GOLD & SILVER
BULLION DEALER

Look after your feet this winter

Hard Skin Removal
Verrucae Treatment
Foot Pain
Toe Nail Cutting
Ingrowing Toe Nails
Corns

Experienced Professional Therapists

Chashire Matural Health, Beehive House, Tarporley Road, Stretton, Warrington
www.cheshirenaturalhealth.co.uk  Tet: 01925 730123

For a FREE consultation please call

01925 730888

Lirbnan E 5 Lid

ra, WAS TTR
gprojects.co.uk

410 Evropa Boulevard, Gemini B Narrington, C

Email: infe@urbanbuildingproject:

Gluten Free Menu Now Available

i WD i psEhineseiVealsBhune crsS ke habsEandinio ress

We deliver to WAH: Stockton Heath, Stretton, Latchford,
Appleton Thorn, Grappenhall, Pewterspear, Walton

Minimum order of £160 (£1 delivery charge appiies)
Chver 4 mile radius £2 delivery

Phone orders for Chinese meals welecome 01925 264345
Open lunchitime wnd from 4.30pm.
Late closing Thurs & Sat (1pm) and Fri (11,30 pm)

* Soft Landscaping

* Patio Restoration

* Hedge Trimming & Shaping
* Gravel Paths

* Conifers Topped & Shaped

* Roised Beds using
Roilway Slezpers

* Garden Cleorance
'-'r Find us on Facebook

t: 01925 742830
m: 07899 066204

hazeldinehomeandgarden@gmail.com
www.hozeldinehomeandgarden.co.uk

hozeldine’f

home and garden
maintenance

Make a New Year resolution and volunteer in 2018

1
Walton Lea Walled Garden

Vollir}teeris

The Walton Lea Partnership
a local charity, supporting adults with learning difficnlities

Call in soon... Chester Rd, Walton WA4 6TB
¥ rwalton-lea-project  °F Aong-lane-garden-centre
Weekdays & Weekends 10am - 4pm

Tel: 01825 860143

Also opan Weekdays al Long Lane Garden Centre,
Warrington Business Park WAZ 8TX



http://www.cheshirenaturalhealth.co.uk/
http://www.urbanbuildingprojects.co.uk

Chamberlain Aesthetics

www.chamberlainaesthetics.org

appointmentsi@thewhiterooms.uk.com
ANTIWRINKLE INJECTIONS

VAMPIRE FACELIFT « THREAD LIFTING

DERMAL FILLERS « SKIN PEELS
LIGHT THERAPY « LIP ENHANCEMENT

SKIN REJUVENATION
THREAD VEIN REMOVAL

ﬂL||=|:||'||n:r|li:u:-\.lll.tlit"u @tlumlwrhin acsthetics

. 01925752 333
0
THE WHITE R@YMS

Physiotherapy and Wellness Centre
OTHER TREATMENTS INCLUDE:

Headache, Migraine & Neurological specific treatments
Swedish Massage, Aromatherapy, Pregnancy Massage, Reflexology
Reiki, S5ports Massage, Manual Lymphatic Massage, Chiropody

01925752 333

wiww.thewhiterooms.org e: appointments@thewhiterooms.uk.com
11-13 New Road, Lymm WA13 9DX

() MheWhiteRoomsPhysiotherapyClinic (GRS EE R ET BT

\
-
™
-

~
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Lemon Studio has recenthy lunched a
small arts hub in Grappenhall,

Lemon St udi O Located within Jeni’s beautsful artistic home,

the studio % & welcoming place to relax,
unwind and discover your creativity,

Places are available on the weekly pottery courses held on
Monday and VWednesday evenings and Thursday afternoons.

5 Victoria Road, Grappenhall, Warrington, Wa4 2EM
www.lemonstudio.couk | 07813 333 235

®

To get your business
on track and in the
‘Pink’ contact
James Bryan on
01925 631592

C J ROUND -5~ LANDSCAPES

DESIGN & BUILD
www.cjroundiandscapes.co.uk

We specialise in all
aspects of landscaping
from patios to driveways,
decking to water features...

We also offer a fully
comprehensive design
service

We pride ourselves on
our reliability, customer
satisfaction and
competitive prices

Friendly reliable family business established in 1991
Tel: 01925 752468 f'_f“‘

Mob: 07754 372742

Indian Head Massage * Reflexclogy
Opus 4 Spray Tan Booth
+ Shellac/OFI

Waxing + Pedicure/Manicure
Hopi Ear Candling - Body Scruls - HiBrow
Caci Synergy Non-Surgical Face Lift Treatments

Members of the Federofion of Holistic Therapists @ @
and the Associofion of Refexcliogists .

v



www.lemonstudios.co.uk
www.bodicalm.co.uk
www.cjroundlandscapes.co.uk
thewhiterooms.uk.com
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What's on

in the villages

February 13
STOCKTON HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath, 7.30pm
February 15

GRAPPENHALL & THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL
Council Offices, Bellhouse Lane. 7.30pm

LIVE AT ST WILFRID'S

Joslin Piano Trio (violin, ‘cello, piano)

Rosa Hartley, Lucy Hoile, and Hayley Parkes
February 20

APPLETON PARISH COUNCIL

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road, 7.30pm
Every Saturday & Sunday

GRAPPENHALL HEYS WALLED GARDEN

Witherwin Avenue, Grappenhall Heys, WA4 3DS.
Café open from 10am-5pm serving teas, coffee, home-
made cakes and savouries.

Every Monday

COUNTRY DANCING CLUB

St Thomas’ Primary School, Parkgate Road, Stockton
Heath.

8-10pm. Details: 01925 262356

BRIDGE CLUB

Belong Warrington, Loushers Lane 7.20pm. Details
01925 262534

LADIES’ FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Quays Community Centre, Thelwall New Road,
Thelwall.

8pm. Details: 01925 264099

HIGH LEGH BRIDGE CLUB

Village Hall, 7-10pm. Rubber, Duplicate and Chicago
played. Details: Audrey Greaves 0161 904 0120
Every second Monday

PARK (APPLETON) WI

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm
Second and fourth Monday

WARRINGTON ART GROUP

Bellh: C ity Centre, Bellt Lane,
Grappenhall.

7-9pm.

Every third Monday

NATIONAL VEGETABLE SOCIETY

Cheshire District meeting

Grappenhall Ex-Servicemen'’s Club, Chester Road,
Grappenhall.

8pm. Details: 01925 265773.

Every fourth Monday

MARLFIELD WI

Grappenhall Community Library, Albert Road,
Grappenhall. 7.30pm

Every Tuesday

COFFEE MORNING

St Cross Church, Appleton Thorn. All welcome. 10am-12
noon

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY

Quays Community Centre,

Thelwall New Road, Thelwall. 7.30pm.

Contact: 01925 757582.

COFFEE MORNING

Appleton Independent Methodist Church

Appleton Parish Hall, 10am-12 noon

Every second Tuesday

STOCKTON HEATH LIONS CLUB

London Bridge Inn, 8pm

Contact: Grahamclisse58@outlook.com. Tel 01925
262669

BOOK CLUB

Bizzie Beans Coffee House, Bridge Lane, Appleton
11am-12 noon

Every Wednesday

APPLETON HALL BADMINTON CLUB

February- July at Hall Drive, Appleton. 7.30-10pm.
Details: 01925 262356

Every first Wednesday

WALTON WI

St John's Church Community Hall. 7.30pm

Details: 01925 604384

STOCKTON HEATH PROBUS CLUB

Warrington Sports Club, Walton Lea Road, Higher
Walton. Details: 01925 268540

Every third Wednesday

HIGHER WALTON WI, St John’s Community Hall,
7.45pm. Details 01925 262001.

Every fourth Wednesday

ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY

Support Group, Brampton Lodge Day Centre, Bridge
Lane, Appleton. 6.30-8.30pm

Every Thursday

THE SILVER QUAYS Senior Citizen’s Club

The Quays Community Centre, Thelwall New Road,
Thelwall.

Details: 01925 753474.

BRIDGE CLUB

Belong Warrington, Loushers Lane 7.20pm. Details
01925 262534

Every second Thursday

STRETTON WI

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2.30pm.
GRAPPENHALL PROBUS CLUB

Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, 10aM.
Details: 01925 264427.

Every third Thursday

NORTH EAST CHESHIRE FLOWER CLUB

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road 2pm
Details: 01925 740419

GRAPPENHALL WI
G C

ity Centre, Lane 2.15pm
Every Friday

APPLETOTS TODDLER GROUP

Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
9.45-11.30am. Details: 01925 268153.

To list your event call Village Life on

01925 623632

APPLETON
PARISH
COUNCIL
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Garden centre’s reindeer raised
more than a smile

fl./)'

High Legh Garden Centre’s incredible singing reindeer and donkey managed to raise more than a smile over the Christmas

period.

The Garden Centre’s generous customers kindly donated £1400 in the reindeer collection bucket for Warrington and Halton
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (Intensive Care Unit).

Loft conversion approved — against officers” advice

PLANNING chiefs have approved an
application for a loft conversion at a
semi-detached house - despite being
urged by officers to refuse it.

The proposal involved a house in
Burnside Avenue, Stockton Heath and
worried members of Stockton Heath
Parish Council feared changes to the
roof style could impact on the street

scene.

But borough councillor Graham
Welborn pointed out that all 32 houses
in Burnside Avenue had been extended
in one way or another and, as a result,
the road already had an interesting and
varied appearance.

Planning officers said that while
there had been many alterations to
houses in the road, the roof form in the

CCTV protection for historic hall

CCTV cameras look set to be installed
at historic Walton Hall to deter
vandalism and other criminal activity.

The borough council has submitted
proposals for a nine-camera system
covering various parts of the hall and
estate.

Council chiefs say the cameras will
not be detrimental to the historic
nature of the building and will provide
security for visitors and employees.

A spokesman said: It is considered
necessary to increase the CCTV
coverage to deter future damage
and vandalism to the buildings and
help to prevent criminal activities
or misuse of the estate, without
compromising the historical integrity
of the buildings.

“In  recent years, vandalism
and damage to the buildings have
diminished the integrity of the
buildings.”

Meet your MP
Faisal Rashid

an email to falsalrashid mp@parllament.uk

Fatsal hobds regular surgeries to disouss any lssues that you may need help with. Private surgeries take
place every Friday. Simply call the office on 01925 857600 1o book an appointment, you can alsa send

Stavy up o date with all current rews, policies, snd events at www. faisalrashid.com
and kovep an ey out for regular roving surgeries coming soon to a doarsbep near youl
Follow Faisal on twitter @faisalrashids and facebook.com/FaisalRashidMP
where you can find out abowt current Esues, street surgeries and more,

“Wnrk.-hg hard for all communities’

Warrington South”

Appleton | Bewsey & Whitecross | Chapetiond & Old Hall | Grappeniall | Great Sankoey Morth & Wiittle Hall | Great Sankey
South | Latchiend East | Latchiord West | Ly Rorth & Thehaall | Ly South | Penleth & Cusrdley | Soociton Heath

majority of cases remained substantially
unchanged.

They claimed a change from a hip-
style roof to a gable roof would result in
a significant and detrimental impact on
the property itself but also on the wider
street scene.

Similar extensions in the road had
involved detached, rather than semi-
detached houses.

But members of the borough’s
development management committee
decided the alteration was acceptable
and gave the extension the green light.

Parish councillors
wanted at
Appleton Thorn

VACANCIES have occurred for two parish
councillors to serve the Appleton Thorn
ward of Appleton Parish Council.

The vacancies arise from the
resignation of former councillors Andy
Cross and six-times former chairman
Dot Edwards who retired recently after
serving on the council for more than 30
years.

They leave the Appleton Thorn ward
with no councillor at present.

The council now needs to co-opt two
new councillors, no-one having called
an election.

Anyone interested should contact
the parish clerk, Mrs Joanne Monks,
emailing their CV with a brief covering
letter to to clerk@appletonpc.org.uk
by 5pm on Monday, February 26.

Any applications received after this
date, cannot be considered

More information about the parish
council can be obtain from www.
appletonpc.org.uk
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Call FREE 0800 955 5247 to advertise

CARPET CLEANING CLEANING SERVICES

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU WILL ever
have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 28 yrs. Have your carpets
& sofas beautifully deep cleaned leaving them
fresh smelling & colour restored. Latest & best
methods. Dry/steam. Leather cleaning, oriental
rug specialist. Professional, reliable & affordable.
For more info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net (2/18)

arleys angels

* Declutiering,/ rerarganising
* Presenting your home for Sale

* Maving house ossistance
CARPETS, CURTAINS & INTERIORS

CURTAINS AND VALANCES made to measure to
your own choice of fabric. Home visits to advise,
measure and estimate. Free fitting. Curtain
alterations also undertaken. Tel: Catherine
Langley on 01925 604400. www.catherine
makescurtains.co.uk @)

* Spring/After building werk cleans

*(Q’T 01925 266834

¥ because you're worth il

(©)

Thelwall Upholstery

FOR THE MOST COMPETITIVE RATES IN THE AREA
49 Knutsford Road, Grappenhall WA4 2NR
Call Sean on: 01925 604770 or mobile: 07799 228080
www.upholsterywarrington.co.uk
For all your upholstery needs
SPECIALISTS IN:
* Re-filling Cushions * Re-springing ¢ Full Re-upholster
¢ Dining Furniture « Headboards
A wide range of sample books to choose from
All at competitive rates

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

twentyfour

design & print td

01925240247

Tradltlona] Values

M O D E R N D E A S

CLEANING AND IRONING

PAYROLL

SWISH HOUSEKEEPING - your local cleaning
company. Domestic and commercial cleaning
at competitive rates. Also ironing services
conjunction with cleaning. For a FREE quotation
call Angela on 07891 669502 or Adrienn on
07581 079705 or E: info@swishhousekeeping.
co.uk www.swishhousekeeping.co.uk ©18)

DOCUMENT STORAGE

FileRoom
B =

ox storage S
from less than a EI‘EQ '
penny a day
Collection & Eﬂl@
delivery service

01925 732752

mail@thefileroom.co.uk
www.thefileroom.co.uk

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. NICEIC
Part P Approved Contractor. All Electrical work
undertaken. Inspection & testing & PAT testing.
All work certified & guaranteed. Call Tim on
07754409906 or 01925 601055 ©/19)

HoMmEe CARE SERVICES

LESLEY’S PERSONAL CARE SERVICE let me help
you care for your loved ones full care package
references insured personal care support care
service that cares fully qualified competitive
rates. 07724 914128 e1/18)

HoME SERVICES

ATLAS

Your friendly local independent

PEST
- CONTROL.”

d service.
Fully insured, flxed prices - no surprises once on site!
Discrete vehicles, no embarrassing signs
07999 487 925 / 01925 445 222
www.atlas4u.co.uk )

WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? Watkinson
Black can provide a cost effective payroll service,
releasing you to concentrate on your business. For
further details please phone: 01925 413210 or
e-mail: info@warringtonaccountants.co.uk

TultioN

PRIMARY TUITION: EXPERIENCED PRIMARY
School Teacher available for private tuition.
Numeracy and Literacy. Available after School and
weekends. Call 01925 268627 or Mobile: 07843
607394 ©)

Winbows & GLAZING

LYMM WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES LTD, BY
NEIL COPELAND. Specialist in uPVC double
glazing windows, doors, porches, conservatories,
also fascias and guttering. FENSA registered. All
work guaranteed. Tel: 01925 756138 / 07961
361550. 2/18)

CAR SALES

PARKVZEW

CAR SALES

We buy and sell

QUALITY CARS
Best price paid
Telephone Peter on

01925 575731 /
07957 545479

23 Padgate Lane
Padgate, Warrington

Chashire, WA 3RS @

To advertise in
the classified
section
from as little as

£6+vat
per month

Call us FREE

now on
0800 955 5247
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CARPETS

KARNDEAN

DESIGN FLOORING

HARVEY MARIA

POLYFLOR

NU[EN

QNS U N |1- A-CI

SR s Victoria Buildings
Stockton Heath
WAA4 2AG

IYMM ROAD (next to Piccolino)

WA OPENING
SOON

WAA4 2TG
www.HaleCarpets.com

01925 756275



www.halecarpets.com

