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that, and refuse to take investment risk. 

So, what is making these people think this way? I personally think that it is down to people not having a true understanding and meaning of investment 
risk, or as I sometimes describe it volatility. To a lot of people, according to this report they don’t know the difference between a cautious and a 
balanced portfolio. And to be fair how many people would. But consider this, our own aggressive portfolio here at Simple Solutions, which is virtually 
all invested in shares, has 12 different investment funds within its portfolio. Inside each of these investment funds, you have 12 different fund managers 
possibly investing in around 70 different companies all over the world. So in total over 840 different global companies. So for the portfolio to lose 
all of its money, then simply all of these 840 companies would have to go bust. It is possible, but probably highly unlikely. If we looked at a cautious 
portfolio only around 40% is invested in shares with the remainder investing in safer assets, so less risk is taken with the funds and fund manager 
choices.

Here at Simple Solutions this is how we help clients to understand the meaning of risk. We diversify assets in the attempt that usually not all assets are 
doing the same thing at the same time. For example property may have a good run, but shares may be a bit more volatile, so offsetting the volatility 
of a particular portfolio, with a diversified list of funds at any one point, means that the risk of a particular portfolio is managed correctly. Time scales 
for investing also play a major part in risk management, you may want to take more risk with an investment that has a longer period for investment 
like pension planning, and then at some point change this risk to a more cautious approach as you near retirement age.

If you would like to speak to us in more detail about any of your current investments then please call to make an appointment.

What is Financial Risk?

Don Wernham,
Financial Planner

According to research recently carried out in the UK, the public has a fairly basic understanding about the risks of saving and investing. This research was done by Prof Sharon 
Collard at the Open University Business School and the full report can be viewed following the link below:

www.open.ac.uk/business-school-research/pufin/sites/www.open.ac.uk.business-school-research.pufin/files/files/PUFin_Green%20Paper-FINAL%281%29.pdf

The risk of ‘reckless conservatism’? 
This is covered on page 3 of the above report, and goes on to state “while taking little or no financial risks with their money may be absolutely the right thing for some 
consumers”, academics and industry commentators point to the risk of reckless conservatism – the reluctance of many people to take investment risk which in turn may 
jeopardise their longer-term objectives (like retirement planning).  

What I found particularly disturbing in this report was that 52% of people interviewed said they would prefer to miss their savings goals than take investment risk. Quite 
profound really, as if you could imagine how people would react if they were to miss their flight – we have seen tantrums many times on TV in airport programs, and yet, the 
worst case scenario is that you arrive a day or so later and possibly a few hundred pounds lighter. But if you miss your savings goal on your retirement planning for example, 
then this could have a catastrophic effect on the rest of your life. Think about what it would be like to not have enough money in your retirement years, and how miserable 
it is likely to make you feel not being able to afford the things you could afford, whilst you were working. Yet over half of the people in this report say they would put up with 

http://www.simplesolutions.financial
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Editor’s comment
THESE days we are always hearing 
dire warnings about the growing 
problems of obesity and general 
lack of fitness among young people.

So it is pleasing to note that two 
of our village schools and local leisure 
and lifestyle provider LiveWire have 
been singled out for praise for their 
efforts to reverse this worrying trend.

LiveWire was named “Partner of 
the Year” at the Create Development 
national awards ceremony.

They have delivered their “Real PE” 
programme to scores of schools and 
two of them – Stockton Heath Primary 
and Bradshaw Primary, Grappenhall 
were finalists at the awards ceremony 
in Coventry. Stockton Heath were 
nominated for “School of the Year.”

Create Development provides 
solutions to accelerate learning in 
schools and LiveWire works with them 
to develop the Real PE programme 
which provides high quality training 
to support teachers in the delivery 
of Physical Education in their own 
schools.

Jan Parker, PE and school sport 

manager at LiveWire wants to see 
young people enjoy healthy, active 
and happy lives and firmly believes 
that good teaching and learning in PE 
lessons form the basis of this.

Dan Harding, head teacher at 
Stockton Heath Primary, says staff 
and pupils look forward to Real PE-
based lessons which have had a 
huge, positive impact on behaviour, 
attitudes to learning and respect for 
self and others.

We find all this heartening. It is, 
of course, only part of the process 
of improving young people’s general 
health and fitness. It has to carry on 
after they leave school – and we know 
LiveWire is playing its part there too.

CHESHIRE tends to be regarded as 
an agricultural county famed for its 
pretty villages – and cheese!

In fact it also plays a leading 
role in cutting edge science and the 
decision to make Jodrell Bank the 

headquarters for the world’s largest 
radio telescope reinforces this 
position. It means that for the next 
50 years, the observatory will remain 
at the heart of global research by the 
Square Kilometre Array (SKA) project, 
involving some 2,500 dishes and one 
million antennae spread across two 
continents.

Add to this the ground-breaking 
research being carried out at the 
Daresbury Laboratory, Birchwood 
Park, Capenhurst, Alderley Park and 
Thornton Science Park and its clear 
the only things preventing Cheshire 
from being dubbed the UK’s Silicon 
Valley is the absence of a valley!

STOCKTON Heath firefighter Graham Green 
not only finished the London Marathon 
as the fastest 50-year-old veteran in the 
race, but he and his son smashed their 
own Guinness World Record for the fastest 
parent and child.  

He is now the fastest Vet50 runner this 
century.  

Graham finished the 26.2 miles course in 2 
hours 32 minutes and 12 seconds, putting him 
8th on the UK All-Time Veteran 50 marathon 
list, a personal best for him in his fourth 
London Marathon.

Two of Graham’s sons, Ben and Adam, also 
ran the race and Graham and Ben smashed 
their Guinness World Record for the fastest 
parent and child.   

This year Graham’s finishing time combined 
with Ben’s finishing time of 2 hours 30 
minutes 20 seconds, saw them slash over 25 
minutes from their previous Guinness record.  
Younger son Adam, who only started running 
at Christmas and racing in his first London 
Marathon finished in 2 hours 58 minutes.

Following the marathon Graham said: “I ran 
the marathon with the aim of being the first 
Vet50 in the race, which was just a week after 
my 50th birthday.  I ran with Paula Radcliffe 
and her followers for a couple of minutes, 
at the six mile mark, but then realised I 
was losing time.  The noise from the crowd 
cheering Paula was something I’ve never 
experienced before, it was quite emotional.  

“It was also an amazing feat for Ben and I 
to smash our own world record, and to have 
Adam running too was the icing on the cake.  
All in all, I’m a very proud father.”

Local firefighter is London 
Marathon’s fastest 50-year-old 
this century
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Graham with with sons Ben (left) and 
Adam (right) at the London Marathon

http://www.simplesolutions.financial


4 www.village-life.co.uk 5www.village-life.co.uk

June 2015 June 2015

Wild Bettys get on their bikes for Abbie
STOCKTON Heath’s Wild Bettys 
completed a 40 mile bike ride for 
Abbie Heaney, a local girl with Rett 
Syndrome. 

A group of ladies from the Wild 
Bettys cycle club took part in a 
fundraising bike ride covering 40 
miles from Southport to Stockton 
Heath to raise money for Abbie’s 
Trust.

Abbie is a three-year-old local 
girl from Stockton Heath with Rett 
Syndrome, a rare neurological disorder 
that occurs in 1 in 12,000 female 
births, and very rarely, in male births. 
Rett Syndrome causes girls to lose the 
ability to walk, talk, purposefully use 
their hands and eat properly.

Wild Betty ride leader and event 
organiser Helen Guttridge explains 
“The Wild Bettys are a group of local 
lady cyclists who were looking to find 
a local cause and help them raise 
funds. A fellow Betty mentioned her 
friend’s daughter has Rett Syndrome 
and was trying to raise funds for 
specialist equipment. As this is a 
predominantly female condition, we 
thought it the perfect cause for our 
all-female cycling club”.

“For many of the ladies this ride 
was to be the furthest they had 
ever ridden, and as well as making 
a personal achievement knew that 
they would be helping little Abbie. 
Thankfully the weather was good and 
although a little windy in Southport, 

THEY go out of their way to be 
different at the Hatton Arms Pub and 
Grill – and it has been described as 
the last authentic pub.

“We are individual, sometimes 
unusual and as far from today’s 
bland and identical chain pubs as it’s 
possible to get” says the website.

So you suspect you are in for 
something special when you walk 
through the door of the Grade 2 Listed 
building that has stood in the centre 

of Hatton village since the early 18th 
century.

You won’t be disappointed – 
whether you are just dropping in for a 
drink or visiting the restaurant.

We went for dinner to celebrate 
a special occasion and we could not 
have chosen a better place.

Starters include Thai fishcakes, 
Atlantic Smoked Salmon Benedict, 
Salmon Prawn and Crayfish cocktail,  
Mandarin Crispy Duck and, of course, 
soup of the day.

Main courses include favourites 
such as fish and chips, grilled 
gammon steak and Hunters Chicken 
but also Pan Fried Sea Bass, Slow 
Roasted Lamb Shank, Barbary Duck 
Breast, Greek-style Vegetarian Open 
Lasagne and an appetising range of 
salads.

If it’s a grill you fancy, the Hatton 
offers Fillet Steak, Ribeye Steak, 
Sirloin Steak and  Cote de Beauf 
(Lollipop) – also known as ribeye on 
the bone.

You can view the steak on display 
and have it cut, weighed and cooked 
to your specification.

For those with a hearty appetite 
there is an appealing dessert menu.

All this in the wonderful atmosphere 
of a pub that has managed to move 
with the times without sacrificing 
anything of its intriguing history.

we completed the ride in a very 
respectable four hours. And of course, 
we had lots of laughs on the way.”

Abbie’s mum Sarah said: “To 
see these ladies cycling back into 
Stockton Heath, knowing that 
they had done this for Abbie was 
overwhelming. They deserved the 

cake waiting for them!!” 
“The generous donations means 

we are able to buy Abbie specialist 
equipment that will enable her to 
communicate with her family; and 
give her access to therapies that 
will delay or prevent the onset of 
other health issues common to Rett 

Syndrome.”
“We are so grateful to Wild Bettys 

and all the sponsors. They are helping 
Abbie reach her full potential.”

If any ladies are interested in 
joining Wild Bettys please visit their 
website at www.wild-bikers.co.uk

Kathryn Leach and Cllr Mike Biggin.

Dining out at The Hatton Arms
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The Hatton Pub & Grill
Hatton Lane, WA4 4DB

Tel: 01925 730314
info@thehatton.co.uk
www.thehatton.co.uk

The Mad Hatter’s Menu

Five Big Screens showing all sports channels in HD

11.30am - 2pm & 5pm - 6.30pm
Monday - Thursday

Here at the Hatton Pub & Grill
we specialise in 35 day aged steak,

fresh fish from our local seas,
real ales and fine wines

Summer Solstice
BBQ & Party

Saturday 20th June
All Day Fun, Music All Night, Late Bar!!!

ANY 2 COURSES £11.95

http://www.warringtonservicecentre.co.uk
www.dreamdoors.co.uk
http://www.orbjewellery.co.uk
http://www.thehatton.co.uk
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Jennifer will be 
crowned Rose 
Queen
JENNIFER Tipping will be crowned queen when the 51st Thelwall Rose Queen festival takes place on June 
20.

The 13-year-old Lymm High School pupil lives in Grappenhall and was selected for the role earlier this 
year.

Her attendants will be Emily Foot, Teegan Hindle, Elizabeth Lewis, Amelia McGerty, Ellie Schofield and 
Jadine Tomkins. Crown bearer will be Juan Mottram.

Theme for the floats in the festival procession is “book characters”.
The procession will leave the Village Hall car park at 1.30pm and parade through the village, returning 

to Chaigeley School field where there will be stalls, fairground attractions, arena events and the Rose 
Queen crowning ceremony.

OSCAR Wilde’s best loved and most 
regularly performed comedy ‘The 
Importance of Being Earnest’ is to be 
given a classy up-date from Warrington 
based Consensus Theatre, when it 
arrives at The Brindley Theatre on June 
6. The innovative group have opted to 
set the play in the vibrant 1950s. ”The 
50s were about fun and that’s what 
we’re planning to create on stage” 
remarked Phillip Wade founder member 
of the theatre group.

“We don’t have a director as such, 
we all take responsibility and offer 
suggestions ,if they don’t work we 
change them” “It’s a very refreshing 
way of working – and one which really 
brings out the best in us all as actors 
and in the characters themselves” says 
Jane Rigby another founder member of 
the group.

The small group of experienced 
and well-seasoned actors have been 
playing various venues over these 
past six months, concluding with one 
night’s performance at the Brindley on 
June 6, tickets are available from the 
Brindley box office and are Supporting 
the Neuro Foundation and Macmillan 
Cancer Support.  

Classy update 
for Oscar Wilde 
classic
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Advertiser’s announcement

Keep the village alive support your local traders!

 Linda Crowder – Stockton Heath Travel

Family travel
If you are considering your family 
summer holiday with the children then 
you will probably have looked at the 
usual destinations, which you have 
covered time and time again. So how 
about considering a new location?  
Holland is not the most obvious choice, 
but this child-friendly country has lots 
to uncover for parents and little ones!

Just a small fishing village in the 
late 12th century, Amsterdam has been 
one of the world’s most important ports 
since the 17th century, when the canals 
were built, and in more recent times has 
gained UNESCO World Heritage status.

The Dutch capital is best known for 
its thousands of bikes, world class art 
museums like the Hermitage (which 
even has a dedicated children’s wing) 
and, of course, its charming canals, but 
there is so much more to it.

Families should make time to enjoy 
the city’s pristine parks, like the 116 
acre central Vondelpark, but also Amstel 

Park where younger visitors will love 
the open-air petting zoo with its ducks, 
rabbits and goats, as well as mini-
golf. The city also offers the popular 
big name attractions, such as Madame 
Tussaud’s and The Amsterdam Dungeon.

A weekend break is the perfect 
way to discover the city’s obvious 
sights, as well as hidden gems like the 
Hollandische Manege, the country’s 
oldest riding school where horse-
riding lessons start at 30 Euros (£21) 
for half an hour. Take time to try the 
various local delicacies, from Gouda 
cheese to herrings (eaten raw at a food 
truck), with stops at the very family 
friendly pancake houses for the famous 
miniature poffertjes (baby pancake 
puffs), usually served in the summer.

Exploring the city from the water is 
a great way to see the landscape from 
a different perspective and a day cruise 
makes a superb family day out. One of 
the best cities to explore on the water 

is Utrecht, where canal cruises are often 
more popular than the traditional city 
walking tours.  

The children, meanwhile, will love 
using the floating transport system, 
jumping off to enjoy lunch at a 
waterside pancake restaurant, a quick 
look around the Dick Bruna House 
(dedicated to the creator of Miffy, the 
classic children’s character) or simply 
eating ice-creams while dipping toes 
into the water.

Amsterdam has been quick to 
capitalise on the global trend for 
funky urban beaches, with no fewer 
than three hip hangouts. Plus; theme 
parks, with Efteling, Holland’s biggest 
park, open every day of the year and 
within easy reach of both Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam. The majestic park 
started our as a fairy-tale forest, but 
has expanded significantly and now 
includes rollicking roller coasters, 
and enormous water show and other 
exciting attractions that draw more 
than four million visitors each year.

When to go: Holland’s climate is 
influenced by the sea. February to 

May is the driest months, with May to 
August the sunniest. On average the 
Netherlands experiences a mild winter 
and warm summer.

Getting there: Numerous airlines 
serve the Netherlands from UK 
airports.  Eurostar rail services operate 
from London St Pancras, Ebbs fleet 
and Ashford International stations 
to Brussels, where there are regular 
connections to cities and towns all over 
Holland.

While Holland may still be under the 
radar for family holidays, those who 
know the country well will agree it 
deserves to be a serious contender. The 
potential is there for all to see.

We are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm and Saturdays 9am to 
4pm.  If you cannot make these times we are happy to arrange an 

appointment at your convenience.

01925 269400
80 London Road, Stockton Heath

enquiries@stocktonheathtravel.com 
Follow us on twitter @stocktonhthtvl,  facebook and linkedin

http://www.stocktonheathtravel.com/
http://jdkitchens.co.uk
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Cheshire’s gardens go on show
MANY of the most beautiful gardens in Cheshire will be open to the public 
this summer as part of the National Gardens Scheme.

This offers an opportunity for 
people to visit showpiece gardens – 
and also raises money for charity.

The gardens range in size from the 
big publicly owned gardens, such as 
Tatton Park, Dunham Massey Hall and 
Norton Priory Gardens, to privately 
owned gardens, often of modest size.

Among gardens to open are: 
All Fours Farm, Colliers Lane, Aston 

by Budworth. Saturday, June 6 (10-
4) A traditional and well established 
country garden with a wide range of 
roses, hardy shrubs, bulbs, perennials 
and annuals. Admission: £4, children 
free. Home-made teas. 

Norton Priory, Runcorn. Sunday, 

June 7 (10-5) Beautiful 2½-acre 
Georgian Walled Garden, with fruit 
trees, herb garden, colour borders 
and rose walk. Home to the National 
Collection of Tree Quince (Cydonia 
Oblonga). Tea room and plant sales. 
Admission: £3.50, children £2.70. 

Tatton Park, Knutsford. Wednesday, 
June 10 (10-5). Orangery by Wyatt, 
fernery by Paxton, restored Japanese 
garden, Italian and rose gardens.  
Admission: £6, children £4.

Bucklow Farm, Pinfold Lane, 
Plumley. Sunday June 14 (2-5)

Country garden with shrubs, 
perennial borders, rambling roses, 
herb garden, vegetable patch, wildlife 

pond/water feature and alpines. Leaf, 
stem and berries to show colour in 
autumn and winter. Home-made teas. 
Admission: £4, children free. Share to 
Knutsford Methodist Church.

Cogshall Grange, Hall Lane, 
Antrobus. Sunday June 14 (11-5). 

Set in grounds of a late Georgian 
country house, a contemporary 
garden designed by renowned 
garden designer, Tom Stuart-Smith, 
containing a mixture of both informal 
and formal elements, modern 
herbaceous plantings, a walled 
garden, wild flower meadows, an 
orchard and woodland borders with 
views to parkland and the surrounding 
countryside. Admission: £6, children 
free. Tea.

Number 10, Statham Avenue, 
Lymm. Sunday June 14, Saturday 
June 20 (11-5).

Beautifully structured and 
planned, quarter acre south facing 
plot, carefully terraced as it rises 
to the Bridgewater Canal tow path. 
Shaded area with variety of azaleas 
and rhododendrons and formal lawn. 
Admission: £4, children free. Home-
made teas. 

Dunham Massey Hall, Altrincham. 
Sunday June 21 (11-5.30pm)

Vibrant Edwardian garden. Richly 
planted borders packed with colour 
and texture, sweeping lawns, majestic 
trees and shady woodland.  Admission: 
£8.40, children £4.20.

The East Garden, Arley Hall. 
Sunday, June 28 (11-5). Two modern, 
very attractive gardens made since 
1992. Old shrub roses, early summer 
perennials and circular herbaceous 
borders enclosed by yew hedges. 

Many varieties of hardy herbaceous 
perennials. Admission: £4.50, 
children free. Light refreshments. 

Holly Mere, Radley Lane, Houghton 
Green. Sunday, June 28 (11-5). 
Quarter acre garden. Specimen 
trees and shrubs. Wide borders of 
interesting herbaceous perennials. 
Roses and grasses, extensive lawns. 
Several seating areas. Admission: 
£3.50, children free. Home-made teas.

Parm Place, High Street, Great 
Budworth. Sunday, June 28 (1-5).

Well-stocked half-acre garden with 
curving lawns, shrubs, herbaceous 
borders, roses, water features, 
rockery, gravel bed with grasses.  
Admission: £4, children free. Share to 
Great Ormond Street Hospital. Home-
made teas. 

http://www.lymmmayqueen.org.uk
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http://www.lymmfestival.org.uk
http://www.arleyhallgardens.com
http://www.qhotels.co.uk/our-locations/the-park-royal/
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Boris Johnson gets 
a taste for pork 
pies and waffles in 
Stockton Heath
MAYOR of London Boris Johnson sampled pork pies, waffles and coffee during a 
visit to Stockton Heath, to support Warrington South candidate David Mowat in 
the run up to the General Election.

Mr Johnson visited numerous shops in the village, where he was offered 
samples of local produce as he tried to drum up support for Mr Mowat in the local 
business community.

He happily posed for “selfies” with local shop keepers and shoppers as he 
handed out election leaflets and discussed the local economy.

He then visited local coffee shop Esquires for an impromptu press conference.
Mr Johnson said many traders had been upbeat about an improvement in the 

local economy and he was delighted to see a thriving village centre with no 
empty shops.

IT was not completed until three years 
after the end of the Great War.

But the fact that they named it “The 
Victory Hall” and gifted it to the men 
folk of Mobberley makes it pretty clear 
the founding fathers intended it as a 
World War 1 memorial.

Now a magnificent wooden “statue” 
of a First World War soldier has put the 
matter beyond all doubt.

It was commissioned by the parish 
council, is the work of local chainsaw 
artist Andy Burgess and marks the 
centenary of the 1914-18 war.

Standing in an elevated position 
in the garden in front of the hall, it 
is an imposing sight that can be seen 
by people as they drive through the 
village.

The memorial was officially unveiled 
at an afternoon tea party.

From its early beginnings, the hall 
has developed into the main social 
centre for the village, with more than 
500 members. It has a comfortable 
lounge and bar and hosts bowls, 
snooker, dominos, Women’s Institute, 
youth section, pre-school play group, 
etc.

Since 2005 it has been known as the 
Mobberley Victory Hall Memorial Club.

Yes – it’s a 
World War One 
memorial!

Pictures show Boris 
on his travels around 
Stockton Heath with 
David Mowat.

Pictures John King
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WARRINGTON based full service law firm, FDR Law has appointed a new Commercial 
Property Partner Kirsty Tinsley-Fenney, as it continues to invest in its Commercial 
services division.

Kirsty joins the Warrington based firm from the Manchester office of Eversheds, 
where she has built up an impressive reputation in real estate practice, 
specialising in investment work and asset management on behalf of institutional 
landlords and local market clients.

Ranked by Chambers and Partners 2014 as ‘an associate to watch’, Kirsty 
recently took the lead role in the high profile sale of the SEGRO owned Project 
Orbital, a portfolio of six UK industrial estates to Orchard Street Investment 
management for £113.8m. A deal that was completed in less than three weeks.

On her move to the firm, Kirsty said: “FDR Law has an established footprint 
in Warrington and the North West and is well respected for its quality of work 
and collective talent. I am looking forward to joining the firm as it continues 
to stand on the shoulders of its success and be a first class legal powerhouse in 
the North West.”

Head of the twelve strong commercial property team at the firm, Stephen 
Woodall added: “We are delighted to be welcoming Kirsty to FDR Law and look 
forward to her playing a pivotal role in the continued growth of the business.  
Kirsty’s appointment, along with that of associate solicitor Lynne Cook who 
joined us recently from DWF, demonstrates our commitment to the booming 
commercial property sector and our ability to attract the best lawyers.”

STOCKTON Heath Lions have come to the aid of an Appleton mum of four by 
helping fund an electric wheelchair.

Wendy Pitts can not get about without the use of a wheelchair and had one on 
loan via Shopmobility and Warrington Disability Partnership.

But on hearing of Wendy’s condition the Lions decided to help out by funding 
the wheelchair.

Wendy is pictured with Lions Dave Gartside (left) and Paul Moir-Riches (right) 
along with her husband Chris, Brun Munslow and Janet Acton from WDP and Sue 
Davies from Shopmobility.

Looking ahead to 
the Budget

As we write this it has just been 
announced that the second budget in 
2015, and the first after the general 
election, will be held on July 8th.  
This is the first budget by a wholly 
Conservative government since 1997 
and so will be an interesting insight 
into what may lie ahead for at least the 
next five years.  We shall be updating 
our website with the new provisions 
as soon as possible, so keep an eye 
out for that.  If you wish to receive a 
newsletter containing these details 
please visit our website at www.warringtonaccountants.co.uk and 
click on the newsletter button to be added to our list of subscribers.

The new government have stated that there will be major savings 
on welfare spending during the term of this government.  Therefore, 
it is useful to remember some of the promises made about taxation in 
their manifesto.  These include:

- NO increase in income tax rates
- NO increase in the rate of VAT
- NO increase in the scope of VAT, for example by 

decreasing the range of goods charged at the zero or reduced rate 
of VAT

- NO increase in the rates of National Insurance
- NO Inheritance Tax payable on the family home
It will be very interesting to see whether and by what means the 

government keeps these manifesto promises.  We have already seen 
a number of instances where taxes have been increased in ways that 
would not breach the above promises.  One that affects an increasing 
proportion of the population is the removal of the “Age Allowance”.  

For many years since the introduction of universal state retirement 
pensions the age allowance was linked with and equal to the basic 
state pension, but subject to an incomes cap above which it was 
withdrawn.  This meant that for the majority of people the state 
pension, although taxable, was effectively tax-free.  This link was 
broken in the 1980’s and since then it has consistently failed to keep 
up with inflation.

Since 2012 the total personal allowance available to existing 
pensioners has been frozen, and has been scrapped for new people 
reaching pension age.  This means that as the personal allowance 
increased the age allowance has decreased.  In the current tax year, 
this allowance is now only £60 for the year, resulting in a tax saving 
of 23p per week.  Had the link with state pension been maintained 
then it would now be worth £6,032 meaning that many pensioners 
are now paying nearly £1,200 more in tax each year.

One tax increase that we think the Chancellor could make is to 
scrap this allowance with immediate effect.  Because of this paltry 
tax saving in the current tax year of £12 many pensioners are being 
subjected to the self assessment tax regime with the consequent threat 
of penalties for non-compliance of £1,600.  Of course, he could do 
this by increasing everyone’s allowance by £60, but perhaps that is 
asking too much!
Free no obligation meeting – Contact us on 01925 413210  

Please note that these ideas are intended to inform rather than advise and 
you should always obtain professional advice before taking any action.

David Watkinson and 
Margaret Black

Money Column
By Margaret Black

FDR Law appoint top 
commercial property 
lawyer

Lions help fund wheelchair for 
Appleton mum

www.watkinsonblack.co.uk
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Thelwall UpholsteryThelwall Upholstery
49 Knutsford Road, Grappenhall WA4 2NR

Call Sean on: 01925 604770 or mobile: 07799 228080
www.upholsterywarrington.co.uk

For all your upholstery needs
SPECIALISTS IN:

• Re-filling Cushions • Re-springing • Full Re-upholster
• Dining Furniture • Headboards

A wide range of sample books to choose from
All at competitive rates

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATES

FOR THE MOST COMPETITIVE RATES IN THE AREA

http://www.upholsterywarrington.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cheshire-Gold-Xchange-Stockton-Heath/264876246912764
http://www.cheshirenaturalhealth.co.uk/
http://www.dovearchitecture.co.uk
http://www.urbanbuildingprojects.co.uk


THE Jockey Club Live presents ‘An Evening At The Races’ is proud to welcome 
MADNESS to Haydock Nights on 3rd July 2015 and having previously played on 
prestigious stages such as on top of Buckingham Palace for the Queens Diamond 
Jubilee concert and at 2012’s London Olympic Games Closing Ceremony, MADNESS’s 
live show is a perfect fit for the Haydock Park Grandstands.

‘An Evening At The Races’ offers a value for money experience unlike any other 
this summer. Alongside incredible headlining performances by the likes of Kylie, 
Madness and Kaiser Chiefs, the action kicks off earlier in the evening with 6 
races - giving fans the chance to witness up close powerful equine athletes who 
are stars in their own right, and enjoy the thrilling drama and spectacle of them 
racing for glory. Whether you fancy a flutter or a dance with friends and family 
the event is certain to be an odds on favourite for all, with tickets starting at 
only £30.  

In order to win a pair of tickets please tell us how many members of Madness 
there currently are?

Email the answer to: info@warrington-worldwide.co.uk, titled: Madness 
competition - Village Life, with your name and daytime contact details.

Closing date is June 14.

CHOOSING a hot tub can be a confusing affair and with very little brand 
awareness buyers put their trust in information gathered from the internet and 
take a chance.

Here at Warrington based Qualityspas we give customers the opportunity 
to browse on-line and then visit our showroom to see the spas and judge for 
themselves the quality and finish of our amazing product range. Our hot tubs are 
selected from different manufacturers without being tied to one particular brand 
therefore fulfilling customers’ every requirement.

With 10 years in the pool and spa industry we allow customers to decide in a 
pressure free environment, having spoken to our fully qualified pool engineers, 
who will give the best possible advice to suit individual customers.

In addition to a superb range of hot tubs we offer spa and pool chemicals from 
the leading brand – Fi Clor and the highest quality filters to suit any spa. We also 
repair and maintain any make of spa and can supply a whole range of parts and 
accessories.

Call in to Unit 10B, Palatine Ind Estate, Warrington, WA4 6QQ and start your 
journey to enjoyment, relaxation and fun.

Win tickets to see 
Madness!!

Advertisers’ announcement

Put your trust in Qualityspas
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What’s on
in the villages

APPLETON
PARISH

COUNCIL

To list your event call Village Life on

01925 623632

June 9
STOCKTON HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Sandy Lane Centre, Stockton Heath. 7.30pm
June 16
APPLETON PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm
June 18
GRAPPENHALL & THELWALL PARISH COUNCIL
Council Offices, Bellhouse Lane. 7.30pm
LIVE AT ST WILFRID’S
Royal Northern College of Music post graduate 
singers present songs from the shows and opera.
St Wilfrid’s Church, Grappenhall Village. 7.30pm
Every Sunday
GRAPPENHALL HEYS WALLED GARDEN
Witherwin Avenue, Grappenhall Heys, WA4 3DS.
Café open from 12 noon-4pm serving teas, coffee, 
home-made cakes and savouries.
Every Monday
ST MARY MAGDALENE MONDAY CLUB
St Mary Magdalene Church, Appleton 1.30pm
COUNTRY DANCING CLUB
St Thomas’ Primary School, Parkgate Road,
Stockton Heath.
8-10pm. Details: 01925 262356
BRIDGE CLUB
Belong Warrington, Loushers Lane 7.30pm.
Details 01925 262534
LADIES’ FRIENDSHIP CLUB
The Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall.
8pm. Details: 01925 264099
HIGH LEGH RUBBER BRIDGE CLUB
Village Hall, 7-10pm.
Details: Audrey Greaves 0161 904 0120
Every second Monday
PARK (APPLETON) WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 7.30pm
Second and fourth Monday
WARRINGTON ART GROUP
Bellhouse Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, 
Grappenhall. 7-9pm.
Every third Monday
NATIONAL VEGETABLE SOCIETY
Cheshire District meeting
Grappenhall Ex-Servicemen’s Club,
Chester Road, Grappenhall.
8pm. Details: 01925 265773.
Every fourth Monday
MARLFIELD WI
Grappenhall Community Library, Albert Road, 
Grappenhall. 7.30pm
Every Tuesday
COFFEE MORNING
St Cross Church, Appleton Thorn. All welcome. 
10am-12 noon
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall. 7.30pm.
Contact: 01925 757582.
COFFEE MORNING
Appleton Independent Methodist Church
Appleton Parish Hall, 10am-12 noon
Every second Tuesday
STOCKTON HEATH LIONS CLUB
London Bridge Inn, 8pm
Contact: grahamcliffe58@outlook.com
Tel: 01925 262669
Every Wednesday
APPLETON HALL BADMINTON CLUB
September - April at Hall Drive, Appleton.
7.30-10pm. Details: 01925 262356
Every first Wednesday
WALTON WI
St John’s Church Community Hall. 7.30pm
Details: 01925 604384
STOCKTON HEATH PROBUS CLUB
Warrington Sports Club, Walton Lea Road,
Higher Walton.
Details: 01925 268540
Every third Wednesday
HIGHER WALTON WI, St John’s Community Hall, 
7.45pm. Details 01925 262001.
Every fourth Wednesday
ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY
Support Group, Brampton Lodge Day Centre, Bridge 
Lane, Appleton. 6.30-8.30pm
Every Thursday
THE SILVER QUAYS Senior Citizen’s Club
The Quays Community Centre,
Thelwall New Road, Thelwall.
Details: 01925 753474.
BRIDGE CLUB
Grappenhall Village Sports Club
Stockton Lane. 7.30pm. Details 01928 712233
Every second Thursday
STRETTON WI
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road. 2.30pm.
GRAPPENHALL PROBUS CLUB
Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane, 
10am. Details: 01925 264427.
Every third Thursday
NORTH EAST CHESHIRE FLOWER CLUB
Warrington Golf Club, London Road,
Appleton. WA4 5HR 2pm
Details: 01925 740419
GRAPPENHALL WI
Grappenhall Community Centre, Bellhouse Lane 
2.15pm
Every Friday
APPLETOTS TODDLER GROUP
Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlow Green Road.
9.45-11.30am. Details: 01925 268153.

Gardens open 
to aid village 
church
TEN country gardens are to open to 
the public to raise money for a village 
church.

The open gardens weekend at 
Antrobus takes place on Saturday 
and Sunday, June 20-21 and the 
10 gardens will be open between 
11.30am and 5pm.

Money raised will go towards the 
continued restoration of St Mark’s 
Church, Antrobus.

Tickets, which include a map and 
details of the gardens are on sale in 
the church over the weekend.

Refreshments  including 
ploughman's lunch, cakes, tea and 
coffee will be available at the village 
hall, where there will also be plant 
stalls and other attractions.

Further  information is available 
from  kaanna2000@yahoo.co.uk

PLANNING chiefs have given the go-
ahead for a garage with a “granny 
flat” above it – but imposed strict 
conditions to ensure it cannot be 
redeveloped to become a separate 
dwelling.

The proposed site is within the 
grounds of a Locally Lised house 
– Birch Tree House – in Red Lane, 
Appleton.

It will replace an existing timber 
garage which, according to Appleton 
Parish Council, is more in keeping 
with the main house.

The parish council had lodged 
objections on the grounds the 
proposal was for a separate, habitable 

building which would be a substantial 
building in its own right and would 
have the potential to be converted 
into an independent dwelling.

They believed the garage with 
granny flat over it might detract from 
the character of the Locally Listed 
house.

Planning officers recommended the 
scheme be approved, even though 
they accepted a slightly different 
siting might have been preferable.

They maintained the new building 
would respect the main house in 
terms of design replicating windows 
and brick detail.

‘Granny flat’ plan approved
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CLASSIFIEDS Call FREE 0800 955 5247 to advertise

CARPET CLEANING
SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU WILL ever 
have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 27 yrs. Have your carpets 
& sofas beautifully deep cleaned leaving them 
fresh smelling & colour restored. Latest & best 
methods. Dry/steam. Leather cleaning, oriental 
rug specialist.  Professional, reliable & affordable. 
For more info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989/ 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net (J2/16)

CARPETS, CURTAINS & INTERIORS
CURTAINS AND VALANCES made to measure to 
your own choice of fabric. Home visits to advise, 
measure and estimate. Free fi tting. Curtain 
alterations also undertaken. Tel: Catherine 
Langley on 01925 604400. www.catherine 
makescurtains.co.uk (J3/16)

PAYROLL
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? Watkinson 
Black can provide a cost effective payroll service, 
releasing you to concentrate on your business. For 
further details please phone: 01925 413210  or  
e-mail: info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

WINDOWS & GLAZING
NEIL COPELAND WINDOWS & Conservatories Ltd. 
Specialist in uPVC double glazing windows, 
doors, porches, conservatories, also fascias and 
guttering. FENSA registered. All work guaranteed. 
Tel: 01925 756138 / 07961 361550. (J2/16)

SP GLAZING for all your glazing requirements, 
double glazed units including failed and misted 
units, broke windows, mirror fi xing. Kite marked 
to B/S. Time served glazier with over 30 years 
experience. For a friendly no obligation quote 
tel Sam Pendlebury on 01942 671859. Mob 
07919 660296. (J10/15)

HOME SERVICES

(J6/16)

BATHROOMS

(G*)

DOCUMENT STORAGE

(G3/15)

CAR SALES

(G*)

CLEANING SERVICES

(G*)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. NICEIC 
Part P Approved Contractor. All Electrical work 
undertaken. Inspection & testing & PAT testing. 
All work certifi ed & guaranteed. Call Tim on 
07754409906 or 01925 601055 (G9/15)

GATES

(J7/15)

KITCHENS
QUALITY KITCHENS SUPPLIED AND FITTED by 
local experienced fi tters. No job too small. If 
you have bought a kitchen we can fi t it - or we 
can supply and fi t full kitchen units including 
joinery work, plastering, electrics etc. All work is 
guaranteed. B&L Kitchen Installations. M 07935 
267200 or 01925 451883 after 6pm. (G*)

PRINT PROBLEMS SOLVED!

FLYERS • POSTERS
BANNERS • STICKERS • MAGAZINES

OFFICE STATIONERY

CUSTOM PRINTS

FOLDERS • CARDS • SIGNAGE

info@247print.net • 01925 240247

The New Media Centre • Old Road

Warrington • WA4 1AT

50 A3
POSTERS

£24.70

100
BUSINESS CARDS

£2.47

1x A2
COLOUR POSTER

£2.47

CANVAS
COLOUR PRINTS

£24.7O500mm x 500mm

50 WEDDING

FULL COLOUR

£24.7O
INVITATIONS

Artwork needs to be supplied in a print ready format. Payment must be made when ordering.

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

+VAT

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOKKEEPING

keeping it simple...

www.arleys.co.uk
01925 598499

HYPNOTHERAPY
MICHAEL MAHONEY clinical hypnotherapist for 
IBS, Stress, Anxiety and many other problems. 
Medical Research project experience, BUPA Service 
Provider. For FREE information sheet please 
email TimelineServices@aol.com or ring 01925 
658322 www.healthyaudio.com (G*)

GARDENING SERVICES

LAWN DRAINAGE. Improve the drainage of 
your lawn in a day. No digging, no trenches, no 
reinstatement. Call Bob Harper 01925 266852.  
07952608701. (J9/15)

(G3/15)

SITUATIONS VACANT

Working on our other 
titles including warrington-

worldwide and Lifestyle 
magazine you will have:

• Experience of selling 
advertising

You will be:

• Self motivated
• Flexible

• and computer/IT literate

The position offers a basic 
salary, commission and 

expenses.

SALES PERSON

Village Life magazine 
is looking ot recruit an 

experienced

To arrange an interview 
please email garys@

warrington-worldwide.co.uk

PRIMARY TUITION: EXPERIENCED PRIMARY 
School Teacher available for private tuition. 
Numeracy and Literacy. Available after School and 
weekends. Call 01925 268627 or Mobile: 07843 
607394 (G*)

TUITION

SUPERIOR CHIMNEY SWEEPING by a local, 
family run business. Choose Clean Sweep, 
wwwcheshirechimneysweep.com for a 
professional, reliable and friendly service. NACS 
registered/qualifi ed. Tel Stephen 01928718802 
or 07915467605.  (J11/15)

CHIMNEY SWEEP

CLEANING & IRONING SERVICES
SWISH HOUSEKEEPING – your local cleaning 
company. Domestic and commercial cleaning 
at competitive rates. Also ironing services. 
For a FREE quotation call Angela on 07891 
669502 or Adrienn on 07581 079705 or 
E: info@swishhousekeeping.co.uk www.
swishhousekeeping.co.uk (G10/16)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
LOOKING TO EARN EXTRA INCOME from full or 
part-time work? Start your own part time business 
with a major PLC. Call 01928 710 134 for more 
details. (G9/15)

warrington-worldwide website 
has been given a brand new look 
which is fully responsive meaning 
you can now read it with ease on 
your mobile devices - including 
downloading Village Life magazine.

Launched in 1999 as the country's 
first independent online newspaper 
the new website has been developed 
by locally based Carpe Diem.

It has been many months in the 
planning with one of the biggest tasks 
importing all the news and pictures 
covered over the past 15 years!

Online Editor Gary Skentelbery 
said: "We have been working hard 
behind the scenes to move with 
the times, while at the same time 
retaining all the popular news 
features and elements of the previous 
site, including the ability to download 
your local community magazines.

"We will be bringing breaking news 
stories as they happen, while also 
updating each morning with local 
news items from around the various 
communities.

"Over the coming months we will 
continue to develop the site and are 
always keen to hear about your local 
news stories and events."

Please email them to info@
warrington-worldwide.co.uk

The website is responsive to desk 
tops, tablets and mobile phones.

All areas of the site can be easily 
accessed from a tool bar at the top 
of the page or simply scroll down 
the page to see the various different 
sections.

As well as the website Orbit News 
publish six community magazines - 
Lymm Life, warrington-worldwide, 
Village Life, Culcheth Life and 
Frodsham Life - and last year also 
launched the A5 Lifestle magazine.

For more information on how to 
promote your business online or via 
the community magazines call 01925 
631592 or email garys@warrington-
worldwide.co.uk

 

Welcome to a whole new world!

http://www.dentistswarrington.co.uk
http://www.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk
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http://www.247print.net
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